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Fiction, as ſome may ſuppoſe, 

but a fair Narrative of what 

befel the young Gentleman, who, in this 
Hiſtory, has ſcreen'd his real Name un- 
der that of JASPER BANK 8. 
The Whole was wrote by Himſelf ; not 
Years after the Accidents, but every 
Particular ſet down from Time to Time, 
A 2 as 


F HE following Scenes are nat 


PREFACE, 

as they happen'd, with a Deſign only 
to amuſe his leiſure Hours, by looking 
back into paſt Time : And that be 
might not ' incur the Cenſure of his Ac- 
guaintance, he has alſo alter d the Names 
of the other Characters concern'd in the 
following Account, 


Tt is not now publiſh'd with any lu- 
crative View; but-by Way of Caution 
to our Youth, nor ro engage too early in 
the Falun Pleaſure of Love, and al. 
ways. avad the pernicious Vice of Gam- 
ing; which is foo generally follow d, 
notwithſtanding the wholeſome Laws a- 
gainſt it, by young Men of almoſt all 
Conditions: For whatever Satisfaction 
they may find in the Purſuit, certain 
Ruin muſi be the Conſequence of a contin, 
nual Practice of it. ET 1 

J many Inſtances have lately ap- 
pear'd, fo make this Truth diſputed : 
Nor would T have any Perſon flatter 
himſelf, that his Luck (which too often 
deceives the Ignorant) can defend bim; 
or. bis Fortune, however ſplendid it may 

| be, 


PREFACE. 
be, can ſupply him, while they are forc'd 
70 Lee a Set of Men fn 
at the one, and never were poſſeſs d of 
the other ; yet make great Figures, tho? 
they have no other Means of Life, but 
impoſing upon the Follies of thoſe who in- 
advertently fall, or are inveigled into 
their Parties. | 


Another Reaſon for making this Tale 
publick, was with a View to make Fa- 
thers not too haſty, or violent in their 
Reſentments to their Children. Correcti- 
on ts neceſſary, and ought not to be mit- 
ted; but, when it runs into Exceſs, tis 
Cruelty : That Cruelty begets Fear, and 
Fear Diſobedience, and from thence a- 
riſe all the Calamities that Youth are 
liable to, as will be found by the following 
Hiſtory of JASPER BANKS: 
And, I believe, every Reader will a- 
gree with me, that. the Source cf his 
Crimes, and Cauſe of all his Misfor- 
tunes, and thoſe of ſome others he had 
Connection with, was not owing fo much 
fo his own vicious Diſpoſition, as to his 
Father's unwarranted Cruelty, 


AY 2065 


FREEFACE 


Theſe were the Motives for publiſhing 
this Narrative ; and, if any of the In- 
cidents are ſtrong enough to moderate one 
raſh Father, or reclaim a diſobedient 


Son, the Author has jull and ample Re- 
compence. 
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The Handſome Man. 


| CHAT 1 | 
An odd, ſhort Account of my Family. 


As it is cuſtomary, in theſe 
Sort of Hiſtories, to begin 
with ſomething quite foreign 
do the main Deſign, I ſhall 
Br! 0. &A ſet out with giving a ſhort 
_ Account of my Grandfather 
and his Family; and, by hinting at bis 
Folly, give my Readers an Idea of my 
Ercat 
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great Underſtanding and Judgment, by 


which they may plainly perceive how every 
Age improves in Wiſdom, at leaſt in its 


own Opinion: For I ſhall here ſet down my 


Grandfather for a Fool, my Father for a 
Madman, with ſome Intervals of Senſe, 
and myſelf for a Man of unerring Judg- 
ment ; and, I don't doubt, but the preſent 
Age is fo much ſuperior to any of us, that 
they will fling the Book aſide with Con- 
tempt, and condemn our whole Family. 

My Grandfather had three Sons, Charles, 
(after his own Name) Thomas and Joſeph. — 
He was himſelf *a Man of about Three 
Thouſand Pounds a Year. How he got it, 


I can't tell ; but, I believe, very honeſtly, 


for he was bred an Attorney. His Wife 
died before my Father (who was his young- 
eſt Son) was fourteen Years old. The old 
Gentleman griev'd as long as Decency re- 
quir'd ; and, let me tell you, that was a 
oreat while a whole Year Even 
the Affectation of Sorrow can't hold out 
above half the Time now. 

The old Gentleman's Mourning was no 
ſooner off, than he fell in Love; and, as 
his Fortune was large, ſoon married a fine 
young Lady and a very fine Lady ſhe 
was As for her Morals, let the 23 


make them to his own Mind. | 

The old Gentleman had not long made; a 
| Purchaſe of the Land, before it began to 
give 
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give Signs of Fertility; but whether it was 
owing to his own Labour, or whether ſome 
others had lent him Aſſiſtance, I can't tell : 


However, he took the Merit all to himſelf, 


and was not a little proud of his Succeſs. 
A few Months enlarg'd the Family with 
one of the Female Sex, to the great Joy of 
her Ladyſhip and the old Gentleman. The 
Child was healthy and likely to live long, 
and the Mother and Father very inclinable 
to procure it a Playfellow ; which made 
them begin to think of diſpoſing of the 
three large Branches of the Family, to make 
way for the young Twigs. 

A Wife was immediately fix'd upon for 
Charles; but, not being one of his own 
chuſing, he abſolutely refus'd the Lady, 
which ſo enraged the old Gentleman that he 
threaten'd to turn him out of Doors and 
diſinherit him: But all in vain, Charles per- 
ſiſted in his Reſolution never to marry till 
his own Inclinations engag'd him. 

This Obſtinacy made his Life very unea- 
ſy, his Father having entirely with- drawn 
his Aﬀections from him. Charles, lecing 
this, made a Propoſal to the old Gentle- 
man ; which was, That if he would give 
hive him One Thouſand Pounds he would 
go to the Veſſ. Indies (where he had an Uncle) 
and try his Fortune. His Mother in-Law, 
who wanted him out of the Houſe, per- 
ſuaded the old Gentleman to agree to what 


„ C Charles 
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Charles had offer'd. Accordingly every 
Thing was provided for his Voyage, and 
he took a ſolemn Leave of his Father and 
Brothers. 

Maſter Thomas was next to be diſpos'd of, 
He had been brought up under his Father 
in the Buſineſs of the Law, and was now 
turn'd over to a Gentleman in the 2 emple, 
to compleat his Studies. 

Poor Joſeph, the youngeſt, (my Father) 

is Turn was next, and was deſign'd for a 
Tradeſman; but he had too much Spirit to 
ſubmit to an Apprenticeſhip, and with a 
Boldneſs uncommon at his Years, proteſt- 


ed, rather than condemn himſelf to a dirty 


Shop, he would follow his Brother Charles 
to the Indies, though he had no more Mo- 
ney than would pay his Paſſage. This Be- 
haviour put poor Jeſepb quite out of Fa- 
vour ; but, after ſome Time, he prevail'd 
with his Father to buy him a Commiſſion, 
which was entirely to his Satisfaction. 

The Lady Mother-in-Law having diſ- 
pos'd of the Family in this Manner, had 
now room for her own Offspring, and the 
old Dotard was very happy in the Conduct 
of his dear Spouſe ; for what was the Ef- 
fect of Malice and Avarice, he looked upon 
as Prudence and good Management, 


But, methinks, I hear a Reader lay, Why 
was this Gentleman ſuch a Dod, Fool, &c? 
If he is in a Hurry, I'm ſorry for it; but 


if 
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if he has Patience to read my Book thro), 
he will find out my Reaſon, elſe he, or J, 


or both, mult be very dull. 


E ©. 


A ſudden Retreat, A ſudden Excurſion. A 
ſudaen Quarre!, and an unexpected Attack, 


Y Father had not been long in the 
Poſſeflion of a Cockade, before he 
was as vain and inſolent as the fierceſt Red 
Coat in the Army, and ſeem'd to look up- 
on the reſt of the Family as a Set of 
worthleſs Wretches, beneath a Soldier's 
Notice. He was all Ambition and Gallan- 
try; a very Quixote in Love and Arms. 
This his Romantick Behaviour did not 
at all agree with the ſedate Dulneſs of his 
Father; who, being bred to the poring 
Stupidity of a Pen and Ink, look'd upon 
his Gaiety as Madneſs: And though he 
had for ſome Time allow'd him ſufficient 
to keep his Brother-Officers Company, he 
now withdrew his Indulgence, and wiſely 
told ſome of his Neighbours, that it would 
be the Heighth of Folly to truſt a Luna- 
tick with Money ; which inſtead of curing, 
only encreas'd his Diſtemper. Here, 
indeed, the old Gentleman may ſtand ex- 
cus'd, for could our deceasgd Fathers peep 


B 3 up 
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up and ſee the Behaviour, Dreſs and Ex- 
travagance of their Sons, they muſt of 
courſe conclude them either Madmen or 
Fools; and I do not doubt but it will fo 
improve, from Age to Age, till the whole 
World is but one Bedlam. 

This Deficiency of Money ſoon enter'd 
the Captain's Name in many a Tradeſman's 
Book, and reduc'd him to an Opinion, that 
the Air about 7/bite-Hall was the moſt 
wholeſome in all England; and that he 
could breathe freer there, than in any Spot 
within the King's Dominions. 

This Confinement, however agreeable at 

firſt, ſoon began to tire; beſides, Money 
was more wanted now than ever, for the 
 Tradein en in that Part of the Town don't 
care to give much Credit. They know Neceſ- 
ſity brings them Cuſtomers ; which they 
never get, till all the reſt of the World are 
weary of truſting them. 
This Check to the Captain's Inclinati- 
ons threw him into a deep Melancholy, 
and many a Time has he attended his 
Duty upon the Parade, with a Heart (like 
a Coward's in Battle) aching for Fear- 
And it is not to be wondered at, for many 
a brave Man who has defy'd a Cannon, has 
trembled at a Bailiff, 

He continu'd in this Condition for up- 
wards of two Years, when he was ſent 

recruiting 
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recruiting into Yarwickſhire, This Com- 
mand a little rais*d thoſe Spirits, which had 
been ſo long ſunk by Poverty and Con- 
finement. 

His commanding Officer, having a Sort 
of Friendſhip for him, lent him Money to 
equip him for his Journey, and he ſet 
forward with all the Gaiety of Heart and 
Dreſs imaginable. 
His polite Addreſs and gallant Beha- 
viour ſoon made an Impreſſion upon the 
Hearts of the Country Ladies. Though 
Soldiers ſeldom fail of Succeſs with the 
Fair Sex; and really, by the Behaviour 
and Dreſs of ſome modern Heroes, a 
Man, without great Abſurdity, might ima- 
gine they never deſign'd to attack any 
Thing but Women, 

This kind Reception of the Ladies 
turn'd his Thoughts towards Marriage, 
which State he determin'd to enter into, 
provided he could meet with a Wife whoſe 
Charms were heighten'd by a handſome 
Portion ; for though he had a particular 
Regard for Beauty, yet he had too lately 
experienced how neceſſary Money was tg 
make Life agreeable. 

Though he had an Intimacy with many 
Families, where he daily ſaw Ladies whoſe 
Perſons and Fortunes were both to his 
Taſte, yet he could not as yet ſingle out 

N B 4 _ 0 
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one to pay his particular Addreſſes to : 
But, as good Fortune would have it, an 
Accident happen'd that convinc'd him how 
tender a Regard a Lady, both beautiful 
and rich, had entertain'd for him, This 
Lady, I will hereafter mention by the 
Name of Letitia Spencer; but, before I 
proceed, will acquaint my Readers with 
her Friends and Circumſtances, 

Her Father was originally a Merchant : 
but, meeting with many unexpected Miſ- 
fortunes, was oblig'd to fly to the Indies, 
to avoid the Fury of his Creditors. He 
there marry'd the Widow of a rich Plan- 
ter; whoſe Fortune being great, enabled 
him to pay his Debts in England, and re- 
turn with Honour and Safety. By her 


he had Lætilia; whom, with all the Care 


of a tender Father he educated, and her 
Duty and Obedience were Cordials to 
his feeble Age, and amply repaid his pa- 
ternal Love. 

This Gentleman, tir'd with Buſineſs, 
and weary of the noiſy Town, had. retir'd 
into the Country with all his Family, 
and reſolv'd to ſpend his remaining Part 
of Life in Eaſe and Tranquility. They 
had been ſettled about four Years in 
this happy State, when my Father ar- 
riv'd. But to go on with my 


Story. 
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The Captain might poſſibly never have 
known this Lady's Affections, had it 
not been for an Accident: Which was 
this. 

A young vain Fellow of Fortune 
came down to ſee ſome Relations he had 
in a Family, where the Captain often 
viſited; and looking upon himſelf of 
more Importance, becauſe he came from 
London, than any Gentleman in the Coun- 
try, was frequently very rude to the Wo- 
men, and inſolent to the Men. He 
ſeem'd to think he had a Right to the 
Perſon (if not the Heart) of every Coun- 


try Lady, and that the Inclination of 


every Man ought to give Way to his 
Vanity. Few Men but muſt have met 
with ſuch Coxcombs, whom Fortune has 
beſtow'd Wealth upon, only to' make 
them more conſpicuouſly ridiculous, and 
ſet their Ignorance up on high, that the 
wifer Part of the Creation might look up 
with Contempt, and be contented + with 

their Poverty. 1 
This pert Gentleman took great Um- 
brage at the kind Looks and Glances the 
Captain receiv'd from the Ladies, and im- 
mediately look'd upon him as an Inva- 
der of his Property; and one Day, when 
he happen'd to be abſent, took the Liber- 
ty to vent ſome Reflections upon him and 
B 5 his 
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his Profeſſion ; which was told him again, 
by a young Lady who had more Tongue 
than Diſcretion, a common Weak- 
neſs in the Fair Sex. The Captain, whole 
Reputation depended on his Courage, flew 
to his Pen and Ink, and in a Paſſion wrote 
him a Challenge. 
He receiv'd it with an Air not at all 
uſual with Cowardice, and promis'd to 
meet at the appointed Place: But whate- 
ver Seeming he put on, he was in his 
his Heart as rank a Villain as ever Nature 
| form'd ; for when the Captain came, ex- 
petting him alone, he ſoon found he had 
_ two of his Servants to ſurprize 
um. 
Theſe Fellows immediately attack'd him 
with Oaken Sticks; and, when they had 
got him down, this young Gallant moſt 
courageouſly drew upon him, ran him into 
the Breaſt, and then made off. The 
furpriz'd Captain lay ſome Time, before 
any Aſſiſtance appear'd; and muſt have 
inevitably died, had not two Men acci— 
dentally came by, and reliev'd him. They 
carried him to his Quarters, where a Sur- 
geon was ſent for, and all imaginable Care 
taken of him. 


CHAP. 


| Pable of ſpeaking, had Senſe enough left to 
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CHAP. II. 


The Captain's Recovery, Letitia's and her 
Father's Behaviour upon the Occaſion. 


T Mmediately every one had it in his 

Mouth the Captain was kill'd, and 
great Search made after the Murderer : But 
he took care not to be found ; and, as I 
have heard my Father ſay, (when he re- 
peated the Story ſome Years after) he 
mounted his Horfe the Moment he had 
committed the Villainy, and came away to 
London. 

Amongſt the many that heard the Cap- 
tain was dead, the fair Lætitia happen'd to 


be one; and was ſtruck fo with the News, 


that ſpight of Modeſty and the Reſtraint 
that Sex lies under to conceal their 
Thoughts, ſhe publickly declar'd her Paſ- 
ſion for him; and, in the Tranſports of 
her Grief, ran to the Inn where the Cap- 
tain lay, and inſiſted upon going into his 
Chamber, though ſhe was told it would 
endanger his Life to diſturb him. 

She burſt into the Room, threw herſelf 
upon the Bed by him, and with ſuch ago- 
nizing Grief expreſs'd her Paſſion, that not 
a Spectator but was affected with her Sor- 
row. The wounded Patient, though inca- 


ſee 
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ſee her Tranſports, and attempt, by Signs, 
to comfort her. 


her Cries, that he ſunk under the Confuſi- 
on of Pain and Pleaſure ; which the Sur- 
geon perceiving, deſir'd ſhe would leave 
his Patient ; and many join'd with him in 
his Requeſt, but all in vain, for ſhe vow'd 
never to depart *till he was recover'd, or 
dead. Finding her obſtinate, Somebody 
told her Father what had happen'd, who 
came in the greateſt Fury imaginable, and 
by Force had her carried Home ; where he 
confin'd her to her Chamber, and treated 
her with the utmoſt Severity for her Indiſcre- 
tion. | 
The Captain grew worſe than ever; for, 
beſides his bodily Wounds, he was now 


him of Sleep, and threw him into a vio- 
lent Fever ; which ſo encreas'd, that his 

Life was the next Morning deſpair'd of. 
Nor was the poor Lætitia leſs to be pity'd. 
Her Behaviour employ'd the whole Conver- 
ſation of the Town, and her Honour ſuf- 
fer'd greatly by the malicious Tea-Tables, 
and licentious Tavern Meetings ; while ſhe 
herſelf was confin'd by her enrag'd Father 
from any Means of Juſtification, and con- 
demn'd all Day to hear no Sound, but the 
bitter Reproaches of her Family ; who 
look'd upon her Love, not as it really was, 
| os tender 


He was ſo ruffled with the Repetition of 


tortur'd with a reſtleſs Mind, that depriv'd 
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tender, but not fooliſh ; paſſionate, but 


Jaſper Banks. 1 


tender and unconquerable, but as the Ef- 
fect of a wicked and debauch'd Inclinati- 
on. 

However, neither her F ather's Severity, 
nor her Family's Invectives, could remove 
her fixt Affection for her Love, but rather 
made her Attachment ſtill the ſtronger. She 
gain'd over, by Promiſes of great Reward, 
the Maid who us'd to attend her, to her 
Intereſt. This Girl procur'd her Pen and Ink, 
and then carried the Letter to the Captain. 
She came three ſeveral Times, with great 


Hazard of being diſcover'd, before he had 


enough recover'd his Senſes to read the 
tender Epiſtle : And T have often heard him 


ſay, it was wrote with ſo much Paſſion, and 


expreſs'd ſo elegantly, that the ſudden Sur- 


prize and Joy it gave him, had lik'd to have 
occaſion'd a Relapſe. His Anſwer, 
no doubt, was entirely agreeable to the La- 
dy's Inclination, and made her ſufficient 
Amends for all ſhe had ſuffer'd upon his 
Account. 

This Letter I have heard read, and wiſh 
I could give it Verbatim, but as the Copy 
was never in my Hands, it is impoſlible ; 
and to give it imperfect, would wrong the 
fair Author. All I remember of it 1s, it 


was neither wrote in the Style of an affect- 


ed fine Lady, the Caution of a Prude, nor 
the Wantonneſs of a Proſtitute. It was 


not 
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 Fown took of him upon this Occaſion, had 


„ Te Hine 


not too warm. In ſhort, the moſt cunning. 
Head, and artful Hand could never have 
devis'd it, had not an honeſt, virtuous 
Heart, full of the nobleſt Sentiments of 
Love, been the Dictator. Ty 
Through his Surgeon's Care, the Cap- 
tain's Health mended every Day ; but, a- 


las! too ſlowly for his Defires. His great 


Impatience to ſee this charming Creature 
ſtretch'd every Hour into a Day, and every 
Day into a tedious Lear: But if Lovers 
were to meaſure Time, it would be impoſſi- 
ble for any Clock to keep pace with it ; at 
leaſt till it was corrected by the Huſbands, 
and then I am afraid it would ſtand quite 

But, not to tire my Readers with my Fa- 
ther's Extacies and Torments (for J ſhall 
give them enough of my own anon) I will 
cut the Matter ſhort ; and, in one Word, 
let them know in about three Weeks he 
was perfectly recover'd, and went Abroad 
mud, | 

His Death having been fo publickly 
talk*d of, made all the Country wonder at 
his Appearance, and ſtare at him as if he 
had been a Monſter, or a Stranger come 
down to ſet up for a Member of Parlia- 
A | $ 

I don't doubt but he would have been a 
little proud of the particular Notice the 


— . 


not 
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not the fair Letitia employ'd all his 
Thoughts, and converted every Paſſion in- 
to Love. | 

His whole Care was to get an nn 
with Lætitia, for ſhe was ſtill confin'd , 
and, though he had frequent Letters a 
Meſſages from her by the Maid, they could 
not give the Satisfaction he expected from 
the Fair One's Preſence. : 

He try'd many Schemes to get at her, 
but all in vain. She was fo ſtrictly watch'd, 
that all Attempts were fruitleſs ; but, juſt 
when his Hopes were expiring, he receiv'd: 
a cordial Letter that gave him new Life. 
Tt was from Letitia's Father, and contain'd. 
the following Words: 


4 N. 


HEN my Daughter's Indiſcretion 

firſt came 1 my Knowledge, I confeſs, 
Thok'd upon you in a different Light to what 
Ido at preſent. I imagin'd you had us'd all 
your Art io ſeduce my Daughter's Inclinati- 
ons, and diſhonour my Family, by poorly ſpoil 
ing her Virtue ;, and, from her frantick Be- 
haviour, upon the Report of your Death, I 
believe, no one gueſs'd otherwiſe : But I find- 
ber flill poſſeſs q of the ſame Notions of Ho- 
nour I thought ſhe had, before this Accident 
And though her Paſſion for you is ex- 
 Wravagant, J don't think 11 firong enough to 
conquer 


16 The Hiſtory of 


conquer her Virtue. This I had never diſcs 
ver d, had I not, by Accident, ſeiz'd a Let- 
ter ſhe had juſt wrote to you ; which is fild 
with ſuch Sentiments, as could not flow from 
a criminal Paſſion. ———T his has convinced 
me of her Virtue ; and, as I have now an 
high Opinion of your Honour, 1 hope you 
won't oblige me 10 change my Sentiments, h 
refuſing to perform, what you ſeem ſo defirous 
of in your Letters, for ſhe has ſhewn me them 
all. If you will let me ſee you this Evening, 
and I find you then what I now think you, you 
ſpall fee how willing 1 ſhall be to promote your 
Happineſs ———and prove myſelf Lætitia's 
Father. | 


F. SPENCER. 


P. S. You will find me at the New Tavern, 


at Six. 


This Letter, however tranſporting to. a 
Lover, made my Father think ſeriouſly, 
before he could reſolve upon his Behaviour; 
for though the Lady was beautiful and wil- 
ling, and he amorous and impatient to ſee 
her, he had never yet conſidered the Con- 
ſequence of Marriage, or thought one Mo- 
ment ſeriouſly how his roving Temper 
would ſuit with that confin'd State. 
Beſides, he was not acquainted, as yet, 
with the Lady's Fortune; which, if not 


conſiderable, would not long engage his 
Aitections : 
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X Afﬀections: However, he determin'd to 
keep up the paſſionate Lover, meet her Fa- 
ther, and hear his Propoſals. 
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The Captain's Interview with Lætitia, and 
their Marriage. 


6 © HEY met at the Time appointed, 
and the old Gentleman, after apolo- 
gizing for the ill Opinion he had entertain- 
ed of the Captain, began to enquire into 
his Family and Fortune; the firſt of which, 
indeed, he could give a pretty good Ac- 
3 count of, but the latter was too puzzling for 
his Wit to determine: However, he took 
Advantage of the old Gentleman's good 
Opinion, and, hoping his Honeſty would 
make amends for his Indigence, made a 
frank Confeſſion of his Circumſtances ; tel- 
$ ling him, he was a younger Brother, and 
had no Dependance but his Father's Boun- 
"2 ty, except his Commiſſion ; which, tho' it 
at preſent produc'd but little, he did not 
doubt would in a few Years mount to a 
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1 Truncheon. = Don't find fault with 
muy Father's Vanity; for Vanity and Am- 
4 bition are as neceſſary in a Soldier, as Gra- 


vity and Humility in a Divine. 


The 
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The old Gentleman was highly pleas'd 
with his frank open Temper, and very 
willing to match his Daughter with him 


He told him he would examine a little fur- 


ther into his Daughter's Inclinations, and he 
ſhould hear from him the next Day, and ſo 
coy parted. 

My Father went Home very well fatisfy'd 
with the old Gentleman's Behaviour in ge- 
neral ; but had been more ſo, had he been 
a-little more particular in one Point, viz. 
the Lady's Fortune; for, 'till he knew 
that, he was not ſure whether he was in 

Love or no: And I can't blame him, for 

hs Circumſtances would have been very 
* mended by a handſome . on- 
” The next Day, a Servant came with an 
Invitation from Lætitia's Father, who de- 
fir'd his Company to Dinner. My Father 
obey'd the Summons with uncommon Plea- 
ſure, being now in hopes of knowing the 
Lady's Circumftances, for on that his Hap- 
pineſs depended He dreſs*'d himſelf 
as gay as his Regimentals would make him 
(for he had no other Cloaths) as well to 
pleaſe the 8 as captivate Lætitia's 
Heart. 

-He attended before the appointed Time, 
that he might have ſome Talk with the 
Father, before they fat down to Table 


They took. a Walk into the Garden, where 
all 
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all his Doubts were ſatisfy'd. The old 
Gentleman ſpoke thus: 

Sir, I have conſider d of our Ciniorſulea, 
laſt Night, and find you a Man of Honour 
and Integrity. Your frank Confeſſion of your 
Circumſtances has convinc'd me of it ; and, 
when my Daughter is willing, I am ready to 

ive her Hand to you, and with it Five Thou- 
ſand Pounds : Which I will double, provided 
you treat her, as her Virtue and Affection for 

Wu merit. While he was ſaying this, 
the old Lady, Letitia's Mother, came into 
the Garden, and her Huſband introduc'd 
their new elected Son-in-Law to her. The 
old Lady receiv'd him with all the Marks 
of Love and Tenderneſs ; and, taking him 
by the Hand, conducted him into the 


Dining- Room, where the fair Lætilia fat 


ready to receive him. 

After the formal Ceremonies that Cuſtom 
has impos'd, (thoſe Curbs to the warm Paſ- 
fions of the Heart) a Kiſs your moſt 
obedient -and fo forth the old 
Lady left them, and then Natur prevail'd. 


Love, diſdaining Laws, flew in Rapture, 


while every Nerve felt his o'er-ruling Pow- 
er. Sighs, without Meaning; Words, 
without Accents; and ſtifling Embraces, 
made up the Scene. 

When Extacy made room for Reaſon, 
my Father told Lætitia his Converſation 
with her Father ; which ſhe receiv'd with all 

the 


* 
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the Pleaſure a Heart enamour'd could be 
ſenſible of, when in Poſſeſſion of the Ob- 


ject belov d. 


In the Midſt of their Tranſports, the 


old Couple, who had conceal'd themſelves, 


and over-heard all their Diſcourſe, appear'd ; 
and, embracing them with all the Marks of 
Love and Tenderneſs, wiſh*d them Joy, 
bleſt them, and fixt the Time of their 
Marriage to be in three Days, after which 
they went to Dinner in perfect Harmony 
and Happineſs. 

The old Gentleman would fain have per- 
ſwaded his intended Son-in-Law to write to 
his Father, to deſire he would give him 
ſome Fortune in Anſwer to Lætitia's, and 
have his Approbation to the Match: But 
the Captain knew better the Situation of his 
Family, govern'd by a Step-Mother, than 
to make ſuch a Requeſt; beſides, he did 
not know but his Father, inſtead: of advan- 
cing his Fortune, would endeavour to 
break off the Match, rather than part with 
a Shilling He therefore told the old 
Gentleman, that his Father had us'd him 
fo ill, in refuſing to allow him a Sum ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport his Character, that he had 
determin'd never to conſult, or aſk. him any 
Favour, as long as he liv'd:; ; that he 
ſhould from that Time look upon him as his 
Father, nor ever think of any other. 
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At the Time appointed for the Marriage, 
many Friends were invited, the Knot ſo- 
temnly ty'd, an elegant Entertainment pro- 
vided, a great deal of Mirth and Laughter, 
and a thouſand Wiſhes of Happineſs to the 
Bride and Bridegroom. | 


Dn lend 


CHAR * 


The Captain ſells his Commiſſion. I am born. 
My Father takes a Frolick to London. 
Some matrimonial Correſpondence. 


HE young Couple liv'd for two 
FT Months with the old Folks, who were 


highly delighted with their Tenderneſs for 
each other; but, what gave them moſt 
Pleaſure, was the Hopes of ſeeing a Grand- 
child. | | 

In the Midſt of their Joy, the Time 
came that call'd our young Huſband to 
London; which was a great Grief to all the 
Family, but eſpecially to Lætitia. who be- 
gan to be afraid of lying alone. She 
would have had him ſell his Commiſſion, ra- 
ther than loſe his dear Converſation. - He 
told her his Honour would not let him diſ- 
poſe of it; for as War was juſt breaking 
out, it would be counted Cowardice 
And indeed I think he was right ; for the 
Man who buys a Commiſſion in Peace, and 


parts 


* 
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parts with it upon the opening of a War, 
may fancy himſelf an Ornament to his 
Country, but can never be ſaid to be of Ser- 
vice to it. 

All his Arguments were in vain ; ſhe ſtill 
perſiſted in her Requeſt, back'd with Tears, 
with Swoonings, and all the Agonies an 
obſtinate or artful Woman could put on to 
gain her Purpoſe. He reſiſted with a 
manly Boldneſs, for ſome Time, all her 
Entreaties ; but the. Father joining in her 
Suit, he was forc'd to ſubmit, for it was 
not his Intereſt to diſoblige him. 

By the Affiſtance of ſome Friends he got 
Leave to fell his Commiſſion, though very 
much againſt his Inclinations. This 
being done, Madam was eaſy, and the 
Father and Mother - contented. Soon 
after he receiv'd Five Thouſand Pounds, 
Letitia's Fortune; which he had no ſooner 
got Poſſeſſion of, than he ſent to London 
and diſcharg'd his Debts. | 

Every thing being ſettled, the old Folks 
were eaſy, and young Madam had nothin 
to do but make Baby Cloaths, fancy Rari- 
ties, and plague her fond Huſband with 
continual Qualms, Spleen, and a Thou- 
ſand other fantaſtic Diſeaſes, that fine La- 
dies generally find out to torment a Fa- 
mily, and ſhew their delicate Diſpoſitions. 


The 
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The Captain was too well bred not to 
humour her Ladyſhip at that Time, though 
(as I have heard him ſay) he was heartily 
tir'd of it, and often wiſh'd himſelf in 
Flanders, chuſing rather to encounter a 
Cannon, than a fine Lady's Temper. 

I will not tire my Readers with Particu- 
lars; but only inform them, that, during 
her Pregnancy, they agreed pretty well 
very well--- as well as married People could 
be expected to agree. At the Expiration 
of which Time, her Ladyſhip ſcream'd, 
and rais'd the Neighbourhood, accordin 
to Cuſtom; and, by that Time a little Ob- 
ſcenity and a Cup of Cordial had gone 
round, your humble Servant made his Ap- 

earance in the World. 

The Family was greatly pleas'd with my 
Company, and I was ſhewn about the 
Neighbourhood as a Prodigy of Beauty, 
which made my Parents not a little proud 
of their Heir. All Means were employ*d 
to preſerve my Health, and pleaſe my Hu- 
mours. I was indulg'd in every Thing I 
wiſh*d for; and, by that Time I was three 
Years old, was in as fair a Way of being 
ſpoil'd, as e're a Man of Quality's Son in 
the Kingdom. | 

About this Time my Father, tir'd with 
| Eaſe, and weary of domeſtic Converſation, 
teign'd an Excule to go to London; where 
he no ſooner arriv*d, than his former Boon 
| Companions 
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Companions of the Bottle reviv'd thofe 
Seeds of Libertiniim, which had for theſe 
five Years been kept fetter'd ——Pleaſure 
was his Purſuit, Women his Theme, and 
his Wife ſoon forgot. His Spirits were all 
afloat, which nothing could ſir k but the 
diſagreeable Thought of returning Home 
of which he was often reminded, by Letters 
from his Lady and her Father. 

At his Departure, he promis'd to return 
in three Weeks; during which Time the 
Letters he receiv'd were full of Love, Con- 
dolance for his Abſence, and now and then 


a little Cant mixt with it ; ſuch as- We 
are all ſo melancholy without you We talk 
of you every Day at Dinner= Your little 


Boy longs to ſee his Papa and fuch 
like Stuff as fond Women generally fill 
their Epiſtles with, to draw their abſent 
Huſbands Home to Slavery. 

Theſe Sort of Letters had not the deſir'd 
Effect upon the Captain. He look'd upon 
them as ſilly and impertinent. Indeed they 
ſerv'd to make his Companions laugh over 
a Bottle, and then were convenient to 
light their Pipes; for the Captain was as 
far from tiinking of going Home, when 
the three Weeks were cxpir'd, as he was 
the Day he ſet out for London. 

He had now been abſent upwards of a 
Month, and had, to the repeated Inſtances 
he had receiv'd to return, made frivolous 
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and evaſive Anſwers. His Wife grew un- 
eaſy, and the old Folks were greatly en- 
rag'd to think they had thrown away their 
Daughter and Money upon one, whoſe 
Love could be ſo ſoon ſupplanted 'by Indif- 
ference.—— The next Letters the Captain 
receiv'd from them convinc'd him, how ' 
much they reſented his Behaviour. Inſtead 
of —--My Dear The pretty Infant 

Your agreeable Company——and the like ſoft 
Words, that made up the former Epiſtles, 
he now found the Stile alter'd to—- Ingrati- 
tude—--Baſeneſs—--Unnatural Treatment=—-- 
and a Thouſand other uncouth Syllables, 
that expreſs Anger, Love and deep Reſent- 
ment; nor were theſe Reproaches anſwered 
with leſs Severity on his Side.-- And 
thus all the former endearing Language, 
tender Phraſes, and emulous Strife to ſhew 
who was. fondeſt, was turn'd into Ribaldry, 
Abuſe, and an ill- natur'd Contention, to 
prove which could beſt expoſe the Follies of 
— other, and get the Argument on their 

ide. 

My Father, though bred a Gentleman, 
behav'd very well in this Bilingſgate Con- 
troverſy: And ſure no Academy can equal 
Matrimony for the great Art of malicious 
Repartee, vulgarly call'd Scolding ; but as 
1 am treating of Perſons of ſome Diſtincti- 
on, I am willing to alter the Title, though 
I mean the Thing, =» 

5 E After 
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After this literary Contention had conti- 
nu'd about a Fortnight, he found himſelf 
under a Neceſſity to return; not meerly to 
ſee his Wife, (though, I believe, he _ 9 
ly lov'd her, notwithſtanding his Deſire to 
frolick in Town) but leſt the old Gentle- 
man fhould be ſo far enrag'd, as to cut 
ſhort his Expectations at his Death. With 
this Conſideration he ſet forward.; and now 
let us leave him to confider, as he rides, 
how to behave when he comes home, and 
look a little upon the Family before his 
Arrival, 


on 
— * * 


CHAT. VI. 


The Captain's Return Home. Tie unexpefed 
Perſon he met there. Viſiters to Lætitia; 
and my firſt beginning to Inirigue. 


IE TITIA look'd upon herſelf as in- 
tirely forſaken; that the Captain had 
left her with a Deſign to go into the Army 
again, and never ſee her more. The Fa- 
ther ſeem'd to think he had no other End 
of marrying his Daughter than to get her 
Fortune, and march off. Thus was he ſet 
down as a Sharper and a Fortune-Hunter, * 
by the whole Family; while he, poor Man, 
was jogging on, and racking his Brain to 
find Excuſes for his paſt Indiſcretion : But 
cre 
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ere he could reach home with his Apology, 
an Accident happen'd that convinc'd the 
whole Family what they ſuſpected would 
prove true. Es | 
Some officious Perſon in London, ſome 
News-bearing, prating Blockhead, whoſe 
Head could contain nothing that any Body 
elſe would keep, having ſeen the Captain in 
Town, and hearing of ſome of his Ex- 
travagances, muſt needs fend Word to 
his Father of his Marriage, and that he 
had already forſaken his Wife, This gave 
the old Fool great Satisfaction ; for though 
he would not allow him a Shilling to keep 
him from ſtarving, he look'd upon it as 
the higheſt Breach of Duty to promote his 
Fortune, without his Conſent. The 
unreaſonable Abſurdity of Parents! to ex- 
pect Sons ſhould be obedient, when Fathers 
take Pleaſure in their Neceſlity. | 
The old Man, hearing this News, re- 
ſolv'd to go to Letitia's Father, and know 
the Truth of it; alſo to ſatisfy his Curioſi- 
ty, and view the young Lady. Though 
the Journey was long, he undertook it 
with Pleaſure, ſince he had Hopes of the 
malicious Joy of inſulting the Family, 
ruin'd by his Son's Baſeneſs. | 
Hie arriv'd there much about the Time 
the Captain left London, which was the 
Reaſon he miſs'd a Letter Lz2:itia had wrote 
to acquaint him of his Father's Arrival. 
| C 1 During 
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During the Captain's Journey, he had ſuffi- 
cient Time to hear the Family's Complaints, 
and aggravate their Rage, by relating his 
Diſobedience and bad Behaviour to him; in 
which, no doubt, he enlarg'd upon his own 
Tenderneſs, told them what he had done 
for him, and what ill Returns he had made 
for all his paternal Care. Poor Lætitia was 
inconſolable, at hearing the Character of 
her Huſband ; and her Parents all Rage 
and Fury, at being ſo trick'd out of Five 
Thouſand Pounds. 
In this Condition, full of Exclamations 
and Grief, were the Family, when the Cap- 
tain arriv*d ; but his Appearance immedi- 
ately leſſen*d the Anger of ſome of his Ac- 
Kuſers, as will preſently appear. 
He no ſooner came into the Yard, than 
a glad Bluſh ſpread o'er Lætitia's Face, and 
the reviving Luſtre of her Eyes confeſs'd 
the Joy his Preſence gave her: However, 
ſhe was oblig'd to keep up the Woman, 
and receive his Embraces with a diſſembled 
Coldneſs; which Women think becomes 
them, if their Inclinations are croſs'd in the 
leaſt Particular : Nor were her Parents leſs 
indifferent than his Wife. This he was 
prepar'd for, and expected no better a Wel- 
come; but what amaz'd him, was ſeeing 
his own Father there: And, to add to his 
Surprize, the old Fellow ſaluted him with 
Al the opprobrious Terms, IIl- nature and 
Malice 
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Malice ever yet invented. For ſome Time 
he ſtood as once ſtruck ſenſeleſs; but, re- 
covering his firſt Aſtoniſnment, he ſaid, 
with a low Voice, and modeſt Reſolution, 
Sir, I thought I had obtain'd your Favour 
when I forbore to trouble you, but am griev'd 
40 find that nothing leſs than a total. Deſtruii- 
on of my Peace will content you. His 
modeſt Manner, and the Keenneſs of the 
Reproach, immediately turn'd the Eyes. of 
all the Family upon the Old One; but eſ- 
pecially Lætitia's, who look'd at him with 
all the Contempt and Rage her tender Fea- 
tures could expreſs : And, indeed, all the 
Company began to take the Captain's Part ; 
which the Old One perceiving, was no leſs 
abuſive to them than he had been to his 
Son; and finding it was like to have no o- 
ther Effect, than reconciling him to his 
Wife and her Parents, he bounc'd out of the 
Houſe, took his Horſe, and left the Cap- 
tain to conclude the Peace, without farther 
Interruption. | 
He was no ſooner gone than my Father 
made ſome trifling ' Apology for his Ab- 
ſence, kiſs'd and embrac'd his Wife; 
which, with a few ſoft Words, fo pre- 
vail'd upon her Love, and their Good-na- 
ture, that they were all ſatisfied, and a ge- 
neral Jubilee was proclaim'd throughout the 
Family, to celebrate the Captain's Arrival. 
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Wife, and the reſt of the Family had got 
pretty merry, the Captain and his Lady r re- 
tir'd to finiſh the Diverſions of the Day in 
their Bed-Chamber, and the next Morning 
they all met in perfect Harmony. 

I muſt now, by my Reader's Leave, 
Jump over twelve or thirteen Years, in five 
or ſix Lines; for, during that Time, no- 
thing particular happen'd in our Family : 
At leaſt I cannot find, among my Father's 
Papers, any Notice taken of them, and he 
was a very punctual Man in every Thing; 
and would, no doubt, have made a Memo- 
Tandum & it in the Note-Book, which 
contain'd the foregoing Part, had any 
Thing happen'd worth remembering, fo 
Pl paſs it over with a very few Words. 
His Wife ſtill liv'd, miſcarry'd two or 
three Times; and, at laſt, was brought to 
Bed of a Daughter. They had many 
Quarrels ; and, in that Time, taſted Ma- 
trimony in every Shape. 

I was now about fourteen Years old, and 
great Diſputes aroſe about the Manner of 
my Education, My Father was for bring- 
ing me up to the Sea, my Grandfather 
would have me bound to a Merchant, and 
my Mother was for keeping me at Home 
to look at. This Point occaſioned many 
Words in the Family, and their Arguments 
were ſo long, and each Party ſo obſtinate 
in 
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in their own Opinion, that I was in a fair 


Way of being brought up to nothing at 
all; a Thing which as often happens, from 
Parents being too fond, as too careleſs of 
their Children. 

While my Education was in Diſpute, a 
Lady from London, and her Son (whom I. 
will call Harry Sambert) came down to pay 
the Family a Viſit. | 

Harry was a young Fellow of about one 
and twenty; had been from the Age of 
eight Years old brought up by his Mother's 
Direction, had been at the Univerſity, but 
not with a Deſign of being inſtructed, but 
for his Diverſion ; for the good Lady his 
Mother was apprehenſive that Learning 
would make him dull, and incapable of 
making her laugh at Church, or cutting a 
Figure in the Side-Box at the Playhouſe : 
Beſides, he had a great Fortune, and a to- 
lerable Education might poſſibly teach him 
to improve it; which would render him 
beneath the Converſation of thoſe Fools 
who think Extravagancy is Generoſity, as 
they miſtake Foppery for Gaiety. 
Fhis was her Ladyſhip's Turn, and her 


Son had ſo well profited by her Example, 


that he was as compleat a Block head as ever 
Ignorance made ; and, to add to his ac- 
quir'd Perfections, he had naturally a Pro- 
penſity to Lewdneſs and Debauchery, which 
conſum'd the beſt Part of his Income. 
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Lætlitia, as the Lady was an old Acquain. 
tance of her Father's, was oblig'd to enter- 
tain her in the beſt Manner ſhe could, as 
the Captain was forc'd to indulge the Im- 
pertinence and Vanity of the Fool her Son, 
though they were both heartily diſpleas'd 
with the Office. 

However gay my Father us'd to be in 
Company in London, he now put on the 
Maſter, and was very ſedate and ſolemn 


(but, indeed, moſt Men are ſo at Home) 


which did not at all agree with the frolick- 


ſome Diſpoſition of Sambert : Beſides, he 


had been us'd to keep Company he could 
command, which he found would not. do 
with the Captain; he therefore fix'd upon 


me (then near fifteen Years old) as the more” 


* 
* 


eligible Aſſoeiate. Ther! 

My Youth and Inexperience are all the 
Excuſes I can make for being fond of this 
Coxcomb. As he never wanted for Mo- 
ney, ſo I was very ingenious in finding out 


Means to ſpend it : The chief Part of it 
went among the Country Wenches, for he 


had a deviliſh Itch for Whoring, and I be- 


gan to have ſome Inclination for the Sport 
myſelf. I found great Favour from the 


Girls; for, being very handſome, the 


Squire's Gold could hardly keep pace with 


my Bounty, in accompliſhing our Deſigns 
on them. I had no Occaſion to purſue, 


but was often forc'd to fly, ſo fond the 


Game 
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Game was of their Deſtroyer: Nor, in- 
deed, was I a little proud of my Con- 
queſts. I was highly delighted when I 
could make them-quarrel about me ; and, 
if I could have broke a Heart or two, my 


Pleaſure would have been compleat, but 


that was a Happineſs I never could arrive 
at. Perhaps my Reader will think me 
vain ; but, I'll aſſure him, I am no more 
ſo than Half the young Fellows now alive 
are : And Cuſtom ſeems to have made it 
no Crime neither; for, where ruining a 
Woman's Reputation, and ſpoiling her Vir- 
tue, are not accounted baſe, breaking her 
Heart can hardly be reckon'd Murder. 
Two Months I had the Honour of my 
*Squire's Company, (for fo long his Mo- 
ther and he continu'd in our Family) and I 
profited ſo much by his Example, that I 
began to think myſelf confin'd, when 
I had not fuch a debauch'd Companion 
to rake with. 1 alſo thought my. Father's 
Rules too rigid ; and, in ſhort, had a moſt 
deſpicable Opinion of the whole Family. 
Notwithſtanding the Reſtraint my Pa- 
rents laid upon me, and the Abſence of 
my Friend Sambert, I ſtill kept up a good 
Correſpondence with ſeveral] Girls in the 
Neighbourhood ; and had as good Sport, 
though not fo much of it, as: I had when 
the 'Squire kept me Company : But, ſpight 


of my roving Diſpoſition, I could not keep 


C5 myſelf 
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myſelf a general Lover long, though Har- 
ry told me that was the only Way to enjoy 
the Sex without Pain. A pretty, laughing 
Girl got ſuch faſt hold of my Heart, thar 
I was never eaſy when ſhe was abſent, nor 
thoroughly ſatisfied when I was with her. 
1 wiſh'd to be talking to her, and yet did 
not know what to ſay when I ſaw her; 
and whatever Woman I convers'd with, 
only ſerv'd to put me in Mind of my dear 
Polly Rowe. But, as ſhe was a Lady ſo 
near my Heart, I muſt take a Bumper to 
her Memory ; that is, begin my account of 
her with a new Chapter. 


—— —— —— — 
2 — 4 4 — Wr . 
— EX = WW 
/ b — 4 - 
— —— —_— 
s 8 " — 2 — * — 2 
0 
2 7 COT * — a. 
_ , — bo > — — 
1 * does —_— — 
* - 


=. 
— — 
—— =” AE SED — 
F == Ts. - . — — 
—— — —— . —— — - — 
. ͤ K 2 EE Ee IEEE ONT = A : 
_ IS 
— — 2 
— — — 


r F * 


— = — — — — X — 

_ . a its 2 — - 2 —— * — — —— „ — — 
S — 2 PD = O'S 7 — — 3 —_— = =_ 
— - : — = _ l : —z - 5 — 2 ad 

s —— —— —— — — — —— — — — — —— a a - r — * —— 
* o =: Wa — = VC — — — Mn cant — 
— — — — — — _ 
— — ＋ 


CHAP. VII. 


4 Deſcription of Polly Rowe .. 
lucky, and unlucky Circumſtances. 


72 O LL was tall, and well ſhap'd; 
had dark brown Eyes, fine Hair of the 
ſame Colour, a Skin tinctur'd with a lively 
Bloom, like the Reflection of a Cherry up- 
on a Table of Alabaſter; and when ſhe 
ſmil'd, the Luſtre of her Eyes dazzled 
every Beholder. Her Lips made every 
Man's Mouth water, and her Teeth made 
all the Women in the Pariſh keep their 
[Mouths ſhut A very uſeful Charm 


in a ſcolding Neighbourhood, ——— Polly 
. Was 
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was an Angel Polly was follow'd by 
all the young Fellows for ten Miles 
round Poll) was Queen of their Hearts 
and yet Polly was but a poor 
Inn-keeper's Daughter. 

Pray excuſe me, Reader, for taking up 
ſo much of your Time upon this Sub- 
Jet; but, had you ſeen her, you would 
not blame me ſhould I fill twenty Pa- 
ges more with Polh's Praiſe : However, 
left I ſhould create myſelf a Rival, and 
you fall in Love with her from my 
Deſcription, I will ſay no more 
But go on with my Story. 

This Girl, however the young Fellows 
lik'd her, lov'd none but me, and pur- 
fu'd me with as much Inclination as they 
follow'd her; which I did not at firſt 


perceive, my Paſſion being quite blind 


to its own Intereſt: However, ſhe found 
Means to let me know which way her 
Heart inclin'd; and, having confeſs'd a 
mutual Tenderneſs for each other, we 
paſs'd whole Days in ſaying ſoft Things 
ſuch as only Love could invent, and 
none but Lovers utter.— O the hap- 
py. Moments! How ſweetly ſhe look'd 
then, when Love glow'd upon her 
Cheeks, and Inclination ſparkled from 
her Eyes! But, notwithſtanding 
her Fondneſs, ſhe ſtill preſerv'd her 

5 Chaſtity - 
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Chaſtity; and, though I made many 
vigorous Attacks, ſhe repuls'd me ſo 
ſeverely with her Frowns, that it ap- 


pear'd, for many Months, impoſſible to 


make her ſurrender, but on her own 
Conditions. | 

One Day ſhe plainly told me, ſhe 
could never be happy without me, 
yet would ſooner die than do any Thing 
that might diſhonour her Parents, or 
diſgrace herſelf; adding, That if I really 
lov'd her, as I pretended, ſhe would en- 
deavour to get her Father's Conſent to 
marry me; and, if I would employ my 
Power with mine, to obtain the ſame 
Grant, ſhe ſhould believe my Aﬀection 


ſincere : And, ſaid ſhe, o convince you of 


my Love; if they both refuſe, J am willing 
to marry you without their Knowledge, quit 
the Town, and iruſt the reſt to Fortune. 

This Propoſal ſtartled me As to 
my Father, I was too well acquainted with 
his Temper, to have any Hopes of getting 
his Conſent ; his Pride would never ſtoop 
to marry me to an Inn-keeper's Daughter 
and as to running away with a Girl, 
without Means for the common Support 
of Life, I trembled at the Thought ——- 
my Courage was too young to mount up 


to ſo daring an Adventure. Had my 
Friend Sambert been with me, to ſpur me 
on, 
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on, I don't know what would have been the 
Conſequence; but, without Somebody to 
back me, I found myſelf incapable of putting 
the Scheme in Execution. Polly ſoon per- 
ceiv'd my Confuſion, and urg'd her Project 
no farther ; only, when ſhe left me, deſir'd 
I would think of what ſhe had ſaid. 

What Polly had ſaid made a great Impreſ- 
ſion on me. I could not help applauding 
her Virtue, though I diſlik'd her Propoſal. 
l was impatient to poſſeſs her, but was 
willing to do 1t at acheaper Rate than Ruin, 
In ſhort, after making uſe of all the 
Arguments I was capable of, I could only 
bring them to this narrow Reſolution ; that 
as both our Inclinations were violent, I muſt, 
ruin her, or ſhe undo me: For to ſtop 
where we were, I found was impoſſible for 
either of us. = 

I ſtill continu'd my Addreſſes with all the 
Art I was Maſter of, but without any Suc- 
ceſs, though I had her Inclinations to back 
them, ſo obſtinate was her Virtue, A 
Year paſſing in this Manner, I began to be 
tid of the Purſuit, and was thinking to 
give it over; but Fortune gave me an Op- 
portunity, when 1 leaſt expected it. 
One Day Polly came and ask'd me to go 
with her to a neighbouring Wake, about 
three Miles off. You may be ſure. I was 
glad of ſo favourable an Occaſion to enjoy 
my Polly's Company; beſides, I had Hopes, 


when 


. 
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when ſhe was full of Glee, I might perſuade 
her to grant, what her cooler Thoughts 
had ſo long refus'd. 
a great Hazard of her Virtue, who carries it 
to a Wake; for more Maidenheads have 
been fold for Cakes and Ale in the Country, 
than ever Gold purchas'd in London. 

We went according to Appointment full 
of Jollity—— Kiſs'd and toy'd all the Way 
thither; and, when we came to the Place, 


had his Lafs, and Polly was mine. Our 
Diverſion kept us 'til! Twelve o' Clock at 
Night, before we began to think of return- 
ing Home. The Moon befriended 
our Journey, and lent me her filver Rays to 
view my Polly's Charms. — I ad mir'd—flat- 
ter'd - beſeech'd—kiſs'd her ſwore to mar- 
ry her ſubdu'd her Virtue over came 
and enjoy'd her. 

Three Hours we indulg'd in Love, and 
though many Hundred Ears were Witneſs 
to our Joys (for this Scene was tranſacted in 
a Corn- Field) we got Home without Suſpi- 
cion; and, after ſwearing mutual and ever- 
laſting Love, we parted, to dream of thoſe 
fubſtantial Pleaſures the Night had yielded. 
My Imagination form'd a Thouſand plea- 
fing Joys to come, My fancy lifted me up 
fo high in Tranſport, that I thought my- 
ſelf like one of thoſe enamour'd Heroes I 


had often read of, who had juſt vanquiſh'd 


ſome 


- A Woman runs 


danc'd with the Neighbours. Every Swain 
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ſome dreadful Giant, and got Poſſeſſion of 
the lovely Princeſs, his Power had held 


from my Embrazes ; but never once re- 


flected on the Miſchiefs that might enſue 


thoſe guilty Pleaſures. But, Oh! a thou- 


* ſand Times have I repented of them ſince; 
for, my Affair with Polly, was the Source 

of all the Troubles you'll find my Life a- 
bound with. 


1 met her every Day for near three 


2 Months, and every Time I ſaw her gave 


more Satis faction than the laſt ; but one E- 
vening, when I went with all the Rapture 
of a doating Lover to embrace her, ſhe burſt 


into Tears, cry'd out had undone her, and 


| painted in fuch horrid Colours her preſent 


Situation, that I ſtood amaz'd, and thought 
her Senſes were diſorder'd. Fdid all 
could to bring her to Reaſon; at length, 
ſhe recollected herſelf enough to tell me 
ſhe was with Child, and could not 
long remain in her Father's Houfe : Then 
with a Thouſand bitter Imprecations, vow'd 
to deſtroy herſelf, to avoid the coming 
Shame, 

This News, together with the terrible 
Effect it had upon her, ſo ſhock'd me, that 
I had not Power to invent any Means to 
comfort her. My Silence increas'd her A- 
gony, and ſhe perſiſted in her Reſolution of 
Murder, unleſs J immediately reſolv'd to 
give her a Proof of my Affection, and 

make 
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40 The Hiſtory of 
make her my Wife. I was afraid to refuſe, 
though I could not think of making her eaſy 
at the Expence of my Liberty, and forfeit 


of my Parents Care; for I knew ſuch an 
Action would entirely exclude me from their 


Affection, and leave me encumber'd with a * 
Wife and Child, without the leaſt Proſpect . 


of Means to ſupport them. 

_ Notwithſtanding my private Reſolution, 
I thought 1t prudent to conceal my Opinion, 
and ſeem to comply with Polly's Deſire, I 
promis'd to conſider of the beſt and moſt 
private Means to get the Thing done, and 
to meet and conſult with her, as often as 
poſſible, about the Affair. This calm'd her 
Paſſion, and I had a Reſpite from Polly's 
Importunity for ſome Days. This Buſineſs 
gave me great Uneaſineſs, and all my 
Thoughts were employ'd how to get rid of 
it. I could not think of marrying, nor of 
parting with my dear Polly They were 
equally tormenting to me Then to 


leave her in that helpleſs Condition; to have 


her expos'd and pointed at; or, perhaps, 
eriſh for want of neceſſary Care | the very 
Thought diſtracted me ! I could not ſleep 


all Night; for, if I attempted to cloſe my 


Eyes, my tortur'd Fancy rais*d ſuch horrid 


Spectres to my View, that harraſs'd Nature 
could not taſte Repoſe. 

My uneaſy Mind, and want of Reſt, had 
ſo alter'd; me, that all the F amily began Fx 
face 
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take Notice of the ſudden Change. Every 
one was inquiſitive to know what was the 
Matter with me. One was for bleeding me, 
another for giving me Phyſick, and a thou- 
ſand other Remedies were propos'd; but I 
refus*'d them all, for I too well knew my 


Diſtemper was not within the Power of the 


Doctor's Art to cure. 
We had a young Woman, a Sort of an 


upper Servant to my Mother, nam'd Sarah 
Marton, who had been upon all Occaſions 
particularly kind to, and careful of me. 
This Girl was a demure, prim Huſſey, who 
had cunning enough to conceal her own 
Faults, and Malice always ready to expoſe 
the Frailties of others. She was one, who 
under the Maſk of Honeſty, made it her 
Buſineſs to promote as much Miſchief as ſhe 
could. There are a Thouſand ſuch 
comparative Good-Ones, whoſe Virtue de- 

pends meerly upon the Vices of others. 
This Girl, it ſeems, had long, unknown 
to me, entertain'd an Inclination to my Per- 
ſon, but could no Ways put her Deſires in 
Practice, wlthout Injury to her Modeſty; 
that is, the Affectation of it, which is ſtrong- 
er in ſome Women, than the real Thing is 
in others. She, by ſome Means or other, 
had found out my Affair with Polly, and 
only waited for an Opportunity to be re- 
veng'd on her. Upon ſeeing me dull and 
uncaſy, ſhe was more than ordinarily offi- 
CLOUS 


—y— 2 
— — 


* — — 7 
- — ——— — — * a > rj 
- - X ö 2 —_— 
— — C — — an — 

. . — 7 a. * — * 

— — — 2 22 2 

+», "OM: E * tes TR OI * < 

- _ # _ PR D 
ba "7 — 
—— . 


voy —IH_s 


N 4 
* 
3 
1 
I; 
a? 
+ jt 
I; 
ft 
" 
3 7 
i 


—— — 


— — — 


42 The Hiſtory of 
cious to divert me; but finding I look 
upon her Endeavours as impertinent, rather 
than kind, grew angry ; and, though ſhe 
durſt not give her Paſſion its full Scope, ſhe 
dropp'd ſome few Words that touch'd me 
nearer, than all beſide that Woman's Breath 
could utter, Lau, cry'd ſhe, I Hear 
Polly Rowe 7s not w:1l; did you hear any 
Thing of it, Sir? (applying herſelf to me, 
with a Sneer) Well, continu'd ſhe, ſhe 75 
very pretty | but handſome are they that hand- 
ſome do [ believe ſhe won't die a Maid. 
"Lis pity ſhe ſhould, is it not, Sir? (again 
ſpeaking to me, with almoſt a loud Laugh.) 
A great deal of this broken Talk, mixt 
with many ſhrewd Hints, convinc'd me ſhe: 
knew ſomething of the Affair. I was forc'd 
to run into my Chamber, to hide my Con- 
fuſion; for had ſhe gone on two Minutes 
more, my Guilt might have been read as 
plain upon my Checks, as if regiſter'd in 
the Sefhons Paper. | 
The Hour now drew near that Polly was 
to be anſwer'd. I had waſted my Time in 
fruitleſs Thinking, without being able to 
come to any Determination, and I was afraid 
to meet her without making ſome Propoſal, 
to give her Comfort. I threw myſelf upon 
the Bed,. and pretended Sickneſs, in order 
to excuſe me to Polly, (for I knew ſhe would 
ſoon. hear of my Ilineſs, ſo many of our 


Servants going every Day. to- her Father's 
| Houle.) 
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Houſe.) The Family was immediately a- 
larm'd, and a Doctor ſent for; who, after 
feeling my Pulſe, and asking me a thouſand 
Queſtions, found me dangerouſly ill of a Fe- 
ver, wrote for ſome Bottles of Slops, took 
his Fee, and left me to repoſe : And my 
Mother order'd Sarab to ſtay in the Room, 
and call her, if ſhe perceiv'd any Alteration 
in me. 
We had not been alone five Minutes; 
but, with a grave Face, ſhe ſaid, Dear Sir, 
Jam ſorry y:u are ill; for Miſs Polly Rowe 
waits for you and will break her Heart, if ſhe 
don't ſee you. I rais'd myſelf from the 
Bed ; but before I could ſpeak, ſhe went on: 


Indeed, Sir, you fhould not diſappoint her, if 
you are able io go; it may be dangerous, to a 


Woman in her Condition. This convinc'd me 


ſhe muft have over-heard our Converſation 
the Night before ; and, finding it impoſſi- 
ble to deny it, I catch'd her by the Hand, 
and confeſs'd the whole Affair Told her 
ſhe was with Child, and begg'd her Aſſiſt- 
ance to diſpoſe of her ſo, that the People 
might not know her Circumſtances. 
My, reply'd ſhe, you have promis'd to mar- 
ry her, and that will be Provifion ſufficient for 
Her ſure. I own'd I had, but thatT 
muſt find fome Means to evade my Word 


ſo young, and without my Parents Conſent ; 


and again I begg'd her to help me to the 
| Means. 


That I ſhould be ruin'd by marrying 
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Means, — She bad me not trouble 
myſelf, for ſhe had an Aunt about five 


any Excuſe for her Abſence ſo long 


Aye, aye, reply'd Sarah, I'll bring 
the Fair about, Twarrant you.] kils'd, 

and gave her a thouſand Thanks for her en- 
deavours to deliver us from this Perplexity, 
and promis'd to reward her the firſt Time I 
had itin my Power. 

In a few Hours Sarah and I grew ſo ve- 
ry intimate, that I diſcover'd her Ladyſhip's 
Inclinations ; which were, to ſend Polly out 
of the Way, that ſhe might ſupply her 
Place : For while we were talking, ſhe did 
every Thing to let me know her Mind, but 
downright asking the Queſtion. Though I 
underſtood her Meaning, I pretended Ig- 
norance, and receiv'd all her Behaviour only 
as particular Marks of her Friendſhip. I 
believe ſhe would have proceeded ; bur, luc- 
kily my Father came in to ſee me, and broke 
off our Converſation. 

The next Day I went to ſee Polly, and 
found her full of Diſtreſs. The Redneſs of 
her Eyes declar'd the Agony ſhe had ſpent 
the Night in. I long'd to talk with her, 
but could not get an Opportunity, it being 


every Minute, prevented us. 


CHAT 


Fd 


Miles off, where ſhe might conceal herſelf 
till the Buſineſs was over, if ſhe could find 


That, ſaid I, we muſt conſult with her about. B 


at her Father's Houſe ; and he, coming in 
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C H A P- - VE 
Full of Adisfortunes, Pexation, and Diſcove- 


1ies. 


Went Home very uneaſy at ſeeing Polly 
look ſo much afflicted, and was fo im- 
patient 'till I had a proper Opportunity to 
give her Comfort, from the new Friendſhip 
I had made with Sarab. In the Evening [ 
took another Walk to her Father's Houle 
and he being luckily out of the Way, I had 
the wiſh'd for Opportunity of telling her 
how kindly Sarah offer'd, and how eaſily the 
Thing might be brought about, without 
his knowing any Thing of the Matter. I 
was in Hopes ſhe would be greatly pleas'd 
with what I had done: But, alas! I was 
miſtaken ; for, inſtead of thanking me for 
the Care I intended to take of her, ſne flew 
like a Fury——faid I had expos'd her to 
Sarah, in order to render her contemptible, 
and have an Excuſe for breaking my Word 
with her——— ſwore I never lov'd her, and 
ſhe would never ſee me more that ſhe 
would be reveng'd on me, and murder 
herſelf that very Night. I 'had not 
Time to uſe any Arguments ; for, Compa- 
ny coming in, I was oblig'd to return Home, 
almoſt diſtracted with the deſperate Reſo- 

lution ſhe had taken. | 
I 
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I immediately told Sarah of Polly's Be- 
haviour, and deſir'd her to adviſe me in 
| what Manner to proceed. Indeed, ſaid 
ſhe, I ſhall trouble myſelf no more about it. 
You are never eaſy, but when you are with her, 
and, I think, ycu had beſt go trgether. At 
theſe Words ſhe was going away, but [ 
caught faſt hold of her, and begg'd ſhe 
would inſtruct me how to ſave poor Polly 
from the Ruin that was ready to fall upon 
her: At which ſhe flew into a violent Rage; 
vow'd, if ever | mention'd her Name to her 
again, ſhe would expoſe the impudent Drab 
all over the Town; nay, farther, that if 
ſhe knew I ever went after her any more, ſhe 
would tell my Father the whole Aﬀair —— 
And ſo bounc'd from me. 

I knew her Anger proceeded from my 
indifferent Behaviour to her, the Night be- 
fore; for Women think they do ſuch Ho- 
nour to the Perſon they happen to like, that 
if they don't find a ſuitable Return, their 
Blood boils, and nothing but Revenge can 
cool it again. 

My knowing the Cauſe of her Anger was 
of little Uſe to me, unleſs I could invent 
the Means to aſſwage it. Money I had 
none to give her; or, if I had, I doubt 
whether it would have had any Effect, for 
ſhe expected to be ſatisfied in another Sort 
of Coin. ; 
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J therefore determin'd, the firſt Opportu- 
nity, to make ſuch violent Love to her, as 
I imagin'd, her Inclinations being ready, 
ſhe could not reſiſt : ſo, by making her e- 
qually guilty, oblige her to conceal the 
Crimes of Polly, for fear of being diſcover'd 
herſelf. 

I waited all Day, but could not find an 
Opportunity to put my Deſign in Execution. 
I was impatient *till it was done, not from 
the Love J had for her Ladyſhip's Charms, 
but Fear of her malicious Tongue, for I ex- 
pected every Moment when ſhe would be- 
tray all to my Father: Beſides, I was afraid 
to viſit Polly till I had ſtopp'd her Mouth, 
and I trembled at the Thought of her doing 
herſelf any Miſchief. Er 

I was forc'd to have recourſe to the old 
Stratagem to get Sarah in privateov : 
Complain'd I was ill, and was apprehenſive 
my Fever would return; ſo went to my 
Chamber, where my Mother ſoon ſent Sa- 
rab to look after me. began to be 
very fond of her, as ſoon as ſhe enter'd my 
Chamber, kiſs'd, and would have done 
more, but ſhe abſolutely refus'd, unleſs I 
would ſwear never to ſee or ſpeak to Polly a- 


ny more. I made no Scruple of an Oath, 


being oblig'd to get ſome Hank upon her 
l ſwore every Thing ſhe deſir'd, and fo 
well ſatisfied her of my Truth and Honour, 

that 
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that ſhe gave me full Poſſeſſion of her Per- 


ſon. 
1fo well pleas'd Sarah before we parted, 
that ſhe told me, out of Reſpect to me, 


ſhe would take ſome Care of that poor un- A 


happy Creature, Polly : For if Idon't, (laid 
ſhe, ſcornfully) ſhe Ss be very miſerable; 
but if I find you viſit her again, I' ruin her 
for ever.— Blind ! blind Woman ! to 
condemn a Girl for a Crime, ſhe had * 
committed herſelf. 

Notwithſtanding her Threats, I was re- 
ſolv'd to viſit Polly the next Morning; 
and, if poſſible, e her from De- 
ſtruction. 

Though I got early to her Father's 
Houſe, I came, alas! toolate; for, to my 
great Surprize, 1 found the F: amily all in 
Diſorder, the Father and Mother wringing 
their Hands, and raving like People diſtrac- 
ted ; the Servants running different Ways, 
and every Face was full of Sorrow, Con- 
ſternation, and Confuſion. Too ſoon 1 
heard the Cauſe; which was, That Poly 
had taken ſome Money of her Father's, and 
her Cloaths, and gone off; but whither, 
none could tell: Nor could any one deviſe a 
Reaſon for her Elopement, but myſelf; 
who was too well acquainted with her Con- 
dition, to wonder at her Abſence. 


Her 


cr 
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Her Parents Sorrow for her Loſs, was 
not more than what I felt; but, not daring 
to ſhew it there, I return'sd Home to vent 
my Sighs in private: But that I could not 
be in long, for Mrs. Sarah came running to 
me, with all the Joy imaginable, to tell me 
the News of Poly; and, perceiving I 
look'd dull, cry'd, What, I warrant, you 
are ſorry ſhe is gone? I am ſure you 0u7ht to 
bleſs your Stars that you have got rid of Her, 
an impertinent Huſy | 

This Abuſe, from one J hated, thrown 
with ſo much Malice upon the Woman I 
lov'd, tranſported me beyond all Bounds 
could not reſtrain my Paſſion —— 
I treated her with all the Contempt and ill 
Language her Impudence deſerv'd; told 
her, She had been the Cauſe of Polly*s run- 
ning from her Friends that I would 
never reſt 'till I was reveng'd on her 
threaten'd to expoſe her vicious Inclinations 
that I loath'd and hated her 
In, ſhort, ſaid all the ſhocking Things that 
Malice could invent, or Paſſion utter. 
She receiv'd it with the utmoſt Calmneſs, 
and left me, without making any Reply. 
She was no ſooner gone than my whole 
Thoughts turn'd again upon Polly ; and, the 
more I conſider'd, the more terrible ap- 
pear'd the Miſeries ſhe muſt of Courſe be 
expos'd to. No Pen can deſcribe the Ago. 
ny theſe Reflections gave me. In the 
| Midſt 


F 
f 
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\ acquainted with her, and quite ignorant of 
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Midſt of my Grief I was ſummon'd down 
to Dinner, where I was oblig'd to change 
my Countenance, though with the utmoſt 
Difficulty, to avoid Suſpicion. 
I had ſcarce ſat down to Table, when a 
Servant brought in Word one wanted me in 
the Hall. I went out, and who ſhould it 
be but Mr. Rozve, Polly s Father, who im- 
mediately accus'd me of robbing him of his 
Daughter ; ſwore to puniſh me in the ſeve- 
reſt Manner, if I did not tell him where I 
had conceal'd her. [ declar'd I knew 
nothing of her, nor ever had any particu- 
lar Acquaintance with her (though, I be- 
lieve, my Face gave my Tongue the Lye 
all the while.) He told me, he would not 
be put off ſo ; that he had Intelligence from 
thoſe who were privy to my Acquaintance 
with her, and he would not ſtir out of the 
Houſe *till he had Satisfaction for the Injury 
I had done him. 

Theſe laſt Words were utter'd with ſo 


much Vehemence, and fo loud, that my 


Father over-heard them, and roſe from the 
Table, to know the Reaſon of this ſudden: 
Diſturbance in his Houſe. Mr. Rowe made 
no Ceremony, but told him all his Com- 
plaint ; ; and, with Tears in his Eyes, begg'd: 
he would interpoſe his Authority, and make 
me return his Daughter. I repeated my 
Aſſeverations to my Father that I was un- 


her 
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her Proceedings. Seeing me ſo obſtinate, 
and my Father inclin'd to believe me, Mr. 
Rowe, though he had promis'd not to tell 
his Author, call'd Sarab, and forc'd her to 
witneſs what he ſaid; who, to my Face, 
told all ſhe knew of the Affair. My Father 
was amaz'd at the Relation, and had only 
Power to tell the Diſtreſs'd old Man, That 
he would ſee him righted, or reveng'd, be- 
fore Night who went away ſatisfied 
with my Father's Promiſe. | 3A 

He was no ſooner gone, but my Father 
call'd Sarah and myſelf, and examin'd more 
ſtrictly into the Affair. She repeated the 
ſame Tale, and ſwore to the Truth of eve- 
ry Circumſtance: And, indeed, they were 
all Truth but one, which ſhe thought fit to 
add; which was, That I had convey'd Pol- 
ly away, and deſir'd her Aſſiſtance to accom- 
pliſh it. But, alas! ſaid ſhe, with a 
hypocritical Face, I was ſo ſtruck with the 
Cruelty of the Action, that, inſtead of aſſiſt - 
ing him, I went and diſcover'd it to her Fa- 
ther, in hopes to have prevented ſo wicked a 
Dejign ;, but J came too late, for he had al. 
ready got her off. 

When ſhe had done, my Father ſaid, 
(turning to her with a ſtern Countenance ) 
How durſt you be privy to my Son's Deſigns , 
upon a poor innocent Girl, and not immediately 
endeavour to prevent it? I/by did you not ac- 
quaint me with it, when you firſt diſcover'd it? 

5 2 4 
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4 think, ſaid he, your Crime much greater 
than the Boy's, and wiſh 1 could puniſh you as 
you deſerve ; but, as far as my Power can, I 
will, Here take your Wages, pack up your 
Cloaths, and leave my Houſe this Moment. 
She fell into Tears; but he puſh'd her from 
him, and would hear no Anſwer. - 

He then turn'd to me; and, with a 
Countenance full of Anger, told me, That 
if I did not immediately find out Miſs 
Rowe, and reſtors her to her Father, he 
would turn me out of Doors, and never 
look on me as his Son again, but treat me 
as a Stranger to his Blood and Fortune. I 
was going to reply, but he took me by the 
Arm, and thruſt me out; ſaying, You 
Know my Reſolution, and ſo take your Courſe. 


CHAP. IX. 

My Departure from my Father's Houſe. The 
Way I got Money. The debauch'd young 
| Fellows I met with, and the diſmal Confe- 
quence of their drunken Frolick. 


Walk*d a little from the Houſe, to con- 

L fider what to do. Return I durſt not, 
without ſome News of Po/ly ; and where to 
gather that, I did not know. Had I been 
certain where to find her, I would willing- 


Ix have left my Home, and ſought my For- 
| | tune, 
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tune, with Polly by my Side But 
robb'd of my Love, my Father, and turn'd 


out naked from my Family to ſcuffle with 


Adverſity by myſelf, was, I thought, too 
hard a Sentence. 

What to do I did not know Some- 
times I reſolved to go Home, and tell my 
Father the whole Truth: But I had no 
Hopes of gaining any Credit, for he was 
ſo ſtrongly poſſeſs'd of a Belief that I had 
convey'd her away, that my acknowledg- 
ing an Intimacy with her would only con- 
firm him in that Opinion. In this Dilem- 
ma, at laſt I determin'd to go to London, 
and viſit my Friend Harry Sambert; if I 
could, by any Means, raiſe Money to bear 
the Expences of -my Journey. This laſt 
Circumſtance ſeem'd difficult to get over---» 
for I could not think of ſetting out without 
Three or Four Guineas, and that was too 
great a Sum for me to raiſe upon my own 
Credit beſides, I was under Age, and 
tew People care to lend, where they can's 
have a legal Demand. That Statute 
is very injurious to the Credit of young 
Fellows ; for, by that Law, we don't com- 
mence Man *till one and twenty, when in 
this forward Age we are ſo, in our own Opi- 
nion, at fourteen. | 


With theſe melancholly Reflections, I 


had ſtray'd above a Mile from my Father's 
Houſe, without knowing whither I was go- 
D 3 ing; 
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ing; and had, no doubt, wander'd much 


farther, had not my Contemplations been 
diſturb'd by a Quarre] at a little Alchouſe 


in the Road. Hearing many high 
Words, Curioſity prompted me to inquire 
into the Cauſe of them. I went in, and 
found the Diſpute was between a Country 
Fellow and one of my Father's Servants, 
and ow'd its Beginning to a Game at Skit- 
Wen, 

I endeavour'd to moderate their Choler, 
but in vain ; for nothing could ſatisfy the 


Diſputants without Boxing.— My Father's 


Man was the moſt eager for the Battle, and 
was ſtripp'd in an Inſtant. Now this Fel. 
low had been ſent from Home early in the 
Morning, to pay for a Horſe my Father 
had purchas'd, for Eleven Guineas, at a 
Village about twenty Miles off, and as yet 
had heard nothing of what had happen'd in 
the Family. His Cloaths he put into the 
the Landlord's Hand, but the Money he 
truſted to my Care: For he had been with 
his Meſſage, but not meeting with the pro- 
per Perſon to receive it, had brought it 
back again, 

I had no ſooner got the Money in my 
Hands, than the Devil prompted me to 
make off with it, and purſue my Journey 
to London, My Virtue made ſome Strug- 
gles, but was too weak to oppoſe my ſtronger 
I Thus 18 in the Midſt 

of 
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of the Fray, while every Eye was employ'd 
upon the Combatants, I ſlipt away, without 
giving myſelf Time to reflect on, the Baſe- 
neſs of the Action, and made all the Haſte 
my Feet would ſuffer me towards the Lon- 
don Road, | 

I walk'd *till I was almoſt ready to ex- 
pire under the Fatigue; for though, when 
1 fat down at a little Alehouſe, I found 1 
had walk'd but fourteen Miles, yet the Fear 
of being purſu'd had ſo waſted my Spirits, 
that it ſeem'd impoſſible for me to move a 
Yard further. 

The Maſter of the Houſe was old, and. 
ſeem'd very poor; ſo was fond of a Gueſt 
that told him, he intended to ſpend the 
Night there. Upon the Word he provi- 
ded me a Supper, brought me ſome of his 
beſt Ale, and in every Thing ſhew'd his 
Inclination to oblige me. Supper 
being over, my friendly Hoſt and I ſat dowry 
to empty a Bottle of Ale ; which we had not 
Half finiſh'd, before three Men on Horſe- 
back came to the Door, and aſk'd if they 
could lie there that Night, and whether there 
were Stabling for their Horſes. My old 
Landlord told them, he could provide for 
their Cattle; but Beds he had not any in the 
Houſe, but one, which was taken up by a 
young Gentleman, pointing to me. — 
They ſaid, they did not care if they ſat up 
all Night themſelves, ſo their Tits were well 
D 4 taken 
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taken care of : That mine Hoſt promis'd, 
and in they came; and, as ſoon as they had 
fat down, enter d into a Converſation with 
one another, ſuch as I had never heard be- 
fore. 

I found, by their Diſcourſe, they were 
of London, and now upon their Journey 
thither. They were wild Sparks, much of 
the ſame Principles as my Friend Sambert, 
whoſe Protection 1 was going to ſeek ; for 
they deſpis'd Virtue, and were very ſevere 


upon Parſons. —A conſtant Sign of vulgar 


Wickedneſs, that wants Wit to make it 

leaſant ; and the ſure Rule to know a 

lockhead by : But; by the Courteſy of the 
World, — paſs for Rakes only. 

However contemptible I now think them, 
their Company was not at all diſagreeable at 
that Time; for it diverted, and took off 
ſome of the Anxiety I ſhould have telt, 
had I been alone, though I was not quite 
qualified for their Converſation : My Youth, 
and Inexperience of the World, confin'd 


me to be only an humble Admirer of their 


Skill, but could not pretend to perform in 
this new Dialect myſelſ; for I never had 
any Inſtruction in this raking Science, but 
the little my Friend Sqmbert had beſtow'd 
upon me, during his ſhort Reſidence at my 
Father's Houſe—And indeed I found it dif- 
ficult to be vicious at Eighteen, though it 


ſat eaſy enough * me before I was 
1 
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Twenty ſo quick a Progreſs I made in 
this modiſh Accompliſhment. | 
J could very gladly have fat up with them 
3 all Night (which they were oblig'd to do) 
4 but, as they grew drunk, they grew inqui- 
q ſitive ; and aſk'd me, whither I was going 
—from whence I came— my Name—and 
ſeveral other impertinent Queſtions, which 
F durſt not anſwer, nor had ſcarce Art 
'Z enough to evade; ſol ſtole up to Bed, and 
left them to finiſh the Night by them- 
ſelves, 
Y Though my Limbs were fatigu'd and de- 
2 manded Reſt, my uneaſy Mind would not 
= ſuffer them to take any. A Thouſand 
dreadful Ideas Rarted up, when I reflected 
on the Manner of leaving my Father, my 
Baſeneſs in defrauding the Footman of his 
Money, together with the fatal Conſe- 
quences that might attend thoſe raſh Acti- 
ons : But what gave me more Pain than all, 
was the Improbability of ever ſeeing Polly - 
more, and the Miſery ſhe muſt of Courſe 
go through, in her preſent Condition. My 
whole Dependence was upon my Friend 
Sambert ; for I reſolv'd, if he would aſſiſt 
me, to travel all Zngland over in Search of 
my Love. The flattering Hopes of finding 
her, a little ſooth'd my Anguith ; and, at 
length, lull'd me to Repoſe. 


D I wak'd 
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I wak'd about Nine o' Clock, and liften'd 
if I could hear any Thing of my Compa- 
nions, but could not. I therefore began to 
think they had given me the Slip, and pur- 
ſu'd their Journey; which was no ſmall 
Conſolation to me, for I was not very de-* 
ſirous of their Company. I put on my 
Cloaths, and came down to enquire far- 
ther; but, how was I ſurpriz'd, when I 
ſaw the Figures they made ! One of ̃ 
them, all over Blood, lay faſt aſleep upon 
the Floor: The other two were ſituated in 
'two Chairs, in different Corners of the 
Room, their Coats and Shirts partly torn 
off, all over naſty and unſavory with Sick- 2 
nefs, and ſnoring more like Beaſts than 
Men. I did not much wonder at 
their Drunkenneſs, for they were near 
ſenſeleſs when I left them : But their bloody 
Condition amaz'd me; for, when I went 
to Bed, they were all in Harmony and 
good Spirtts: Nor were there any other 
Company in the Houſe to quarrel with, 
that might reduce them to ſuch miſerable 
Objects. 1 
Wbile I was thinking how they came ſo 
maul'd, my Hoſt came in; and, ſeeing 
me, cry'd out, Oh Sir, 1had like to have 
had my Houſe pull'd down, ſince you went 10 
Bed. I wonder you did not hear the Noiſe ! 
I never met with ſuch mad Cuſtomers before ! 
I would gladly give them my Reckoning 10 ge 
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rid of them, I had much rather ſhut up my 
Houſe, than entertain ſuch debauch'd Chaps 
again. | | 
Upon enquiring what had happen'd ; he 
told me, That about Three o'Clock, hear- 
ing ſome Drovers going by with Cattle, 
they went out, in order to pick a Quarrel 
with them. This was ſoon effected, by 
giving them ill Language, which the Fel- 
lows return'd, *till a Battle enſu'd ; and, 
in the End, being too ſtrong for them, beat 
them into the Circumſtances | then ſaw 
them And 'twas with great Difficulty, 
continu'd the old Man, I prevented their 
pulling my Houſe about my Ears, and treating 
me in the ſame Manner, for giving Counte- 
nance or Harbour to ſuch Madmen. 

By this Deſcription, I found they were 
madder than I thought they were; and 
though, at firſt, I had Thoughts of begg- 
ing the Favour. of one of them to let me 
ride behind him ſome Part of the Way, in 
order to haſten my Journey, and ſecure 
myſelf from my Father's Search, their late 
Behaviour convinc'd me I ſhould be ſafer by 
myſelf, than in the Company of ſuch pro- 
fligate Companions : So I e'en took the 
Advantage of their Sleep, to pay my ſingle 
Share of the Reckoning, and ſet foward 
by myſelf, leaving my Landlord in great 
Diſtreis, how to diſpoſe of them 
For, in ſpite of all his Endeavours, he was 

not 
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not able to wake, or bring them to the leaſt 


Remembrance of their Condition. 


I purſue my Journ 


CHAP XX. 


The Object I met 
on the Road, and the Reflections it occa- 
ſion'd. | 


i 4 H E Reft I had taken not only re- 
liev'd my Body, but greatly fortified 
my Mind; for now I did not find myſelt 
ſo full of Terrors, nor ſo apprehenſive of 
being diſcover'd, as I had been the Day be- 
fore : So that my Journey, as I got far- 
ther from Home, grew rather pleaſant than 
tir. ſome. 

I walk'd upwards of ten Miles with great 
Spirit, before I had any Deſire of reſting ; 
but then Nature began to crave Aſſiſtance, 
ſo I ſtopt at a little Hovel, and regal'd my- 
ſelf with a Pint of Ale and a Cruſt of 
Bread: Though, indeed, I wanted ſome- 
ching more ſubſtantial (having had no 
Breakfaſt) but was afraid of going to any 
publick Inn, leſt I ſhould be diſcover'd; 
ſo eat what the Houſe afforded with Con- 


tent, and rather choſe my Morſel in Safety, 


than a Feaſt in Danger. 
There was no Company but the Land- 
lord, his Wite, and Daughter, who gave 
| | | pubs 
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me very civil Entertainment. They had 
no Fault, but the common one ; which all 
Landlords have, the impertinent Curioſity 
of deſiring to know the Condition of eve- 
ry Man or Woman that comes into the 
Houſe : And this my Hoſt had to a vio- 
lent Degree, for he aſk'd me a thouſand 
Queſtions : ; to which, if I had anſwer'd, I 
muſt have given him an Hiſtory, not only 
of myſelf, but all my Family: However 
they deſiſted, when they found I did not 
care to anſwer, and left me to eat by my- 
ſelf. 

While I was eating, I heard the Daugh- 
ter, with ſome Pleaſure, ſay to her Father, 
long io know whe he is, for I never ſaw ſo 
handſome a young Man He's a per ſect 
Beauty. Though I had not any In- 
clination to the Girl's Perſon, or ſcarce ob- 
ſerv'd her while ſhe ſerv'd me; yet, I muſt 
confeſs, I was pleas'd with her Commenda- 
tions, immediately concluded ſhe was in 
Love with me, and was ſorry I could not 
ſtay to be better acquainted with her. 
This is a common Vanity in young Fel- 
lows, and ought to be a Caution to the 
Fair Sex how they too openly give their O- 
pinion, and commend our Perſons or Be- 
haviour. 

As I was ruminating on what the Girl 
had ſaid, and laying the Plan of future 
Conqueſts over fine Women, running away 

with 
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with Heireſſes, debauching of Wives, mar- 
ry ing a great Fortune, and ſuch like ima- 
ginary Pleaſures, till I had almoſt work'd 
myſelf up into an Extacy, equal to what 
the real Poſſeflion of my Dream would 
have given, I was interrupted of a ſudden 
by the moſt miſerable Object that ever I 
had then ſeen. It was a Beggar, a young 
Man of about Twenty; but ſo ragged and 
ſtarv'd, that it was a Matter of Wonder 
to me how Nature could ſupport 
itſelf under ſuch Severity. His Rags did 
not appear to hang together, but rather 
ſeem palted to his Fleſh ; and that not half 
over him, for the greater Part of him was 
quite bare, Notwithſtanding his miſerable 
Condition, I could plainly perceive he had 
heen poſſeſs'd of Strength of Limbs, and 
Beauty of Face; and now. look'd like a 
fine Picture, almoſt obliterated by ſome un- 
lucky Accident. 

His Condition melted my Heart, and I 
immediately gave him Sixpence ; which he 
had hardly got the Poſſeſſion of, before my 
Land lord and his Daughter cry'd out, Nhat 
do you give that Villain any Money fer ? If 
you knew him as well as we, you'd find it was 
not Charity to relieve ſuch a Raſcal. The 
poor Man, I ſuppoſe, had been us'd to 
their Invectives, and made no Reply 


but kilsd his Hand, and bow'd; and, as 
he 
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he turn'd from me, I could perceive the 
Tears ſtood in his Eyes. 

The Landlord continuing his Railing, 
prompted me to enquire who he was, and 
what Reaſon he had to treat ſuch a Mi- 
ſerable Object with ſo little Humanity 
Why, ſay'd he, becauſe he deſerves it, for 
his Diſobedience-——— His Father is *Squire 
B „ in ihe next Town ; who gave him 
a fine Education, and would have left him all 
his Fortune; but, truly, when the Gentle- 
man was ſeventeen Years old, he married a 
Servant Maid in the Family, without confult- 
ing any of his Friends. When his Father 
found it out, be, in a Paſſion forbid him his 
Houſe. Ecod, the Young ſter takes him 
at his Word, went with his Trull up to Lon- 
don, ſpent what little Money ſhe had rak'd 
together, and what he could borrow of his Fa- 
ther's Friends, paton'd every Thing that would 
fetch Six-pence, ran in Debt with every Body 
that would truſt them, and then got into a 
Jail; where he liv'd upon the Allowance of 
the Place for ſome Mon:hs, which has reduc d 
him to the Condition you ſee.— Hhbat, 
ſaid 1, did he not let his Father knw of his 
Diſtreſs ? Knew | Aye, aye, reply'd the 
Landlord, he let him know enough of it 
ſent Letter afler Letter, but the ola Gentle- 
man was too wiſe to relieve him. No, no, I 
have often heard him ſay (for he is a wife 
Man) when once a Son diſobeys a Father, he 

ſoould 
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ſhould look upon him, but as a Stranger, af 
ter. It is net Blood, but Duty makes Chile 
dren. This, Sir, continued my Land- 
lord, was his Opinion, and he fluck to it; 
for, in ſpite of all his Perſuaſions, he never 
would affiſt him with a Shilling. Poor 
Wretch ! cry'd I, how terrible is his Fer- 
tune! But, ſaid I, what is become of his 
Wife? O Sir, ſaid this old Copy of the 
*Squire's Cruelty, while he was in Fail, ſhe 
was taken in Labour; and, very luckily, ay'd : 
And the Child, having nothing to cheriſh or 
keep it from the Weather, tipt after her. 
So far, Sir, continu'd this Brute, Fortune 
ſtood by him; and, I am ſure, if he would be 
induſtrious, he might ftill get a Coat to bis 
Back. | 

This laſt Account of the poor Fellow's 
Miſeries, told with an Air of Triumph rather 
than Pity, ſo ſhock'd me, that, inſtead of 
urging me to an Argument, ſtruck me 
mute ; ; and I had ſcarce Power to diſcharge 
my Reckoning, and leave the Place. 

{ had no ſooner got to a private Part 
of the Road, but I fat down and gave full 
Way to the Grief this Incident had fill'd 
my Heart with. Poor Youth ! cry'd I, 
your Fault was almoſt the ſam? with mine! 
Such is my Error] ſuch may be the Conſe- 
quence | and, if Heaven would not take your 
Part in a lawful Marriage, becauſe againſt 


your Father's Will, what muſt J enpect, cha 
have 
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have not only incurr'd, with Fuſtice, my Fa- 
ther's Reſentment, but alſo brought a poor 
innocent Maid to Ruin, and thrown Contempt 
upon her whole Family ! 

I weigh'd my preſent Situation in the 
niceſt Ballance my diſforder'd Reaſon would 
let me, but could not find one Glinipſe of 
Argument to juſtify my Elopement. The: 
more I reflected, the more was I convinc'd 
that I had highly offended, and ought to 
return to my Father, throw myſelf at 
his Feet, and implore his Pardon; and 
this I had done, had not Polly at that In- 
ſtant ſtarted into my Mind and prevented 
me: For when I conſider'd the many Dan- 
gers ſhe was expos'd to, by the Condition 
I had put her in, I thought I ow'd ſome 
Duty there; that I ought in Juſtice to find 
her out, if poſſible, and uſe my utmoſt 
Endeavours to ſoften her preſent Miſeries. 

—— Here Love join'd Humanity ; and,. 
being thus ſpur'd on by my Hopes to re- 
heve her, and my Wiſhes to renew my 
Tranſports with her, my Reſolution to re- 
turn home immediately vaniſh'd, and I. 


purſu'd my Journey. 


CHAP. 
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. 


My Arrival dt a great Inn. Some Obſervas 
tions upon the Company and the Ac- 
quainiance I made there... 


"HOUGH I had refolv'd upon my 
Journey, I could not help reflecting 
upon my Condition all the Way I walk'd. 
The Man I had lately ſeen, ſtill ran in my 
Head, I often wiſh'd I could meet him 
again, For, ſaid I, if I had an Opportunity 
of canverſing an Hour or two with him, I 
fancy 1 ſhould find ſome Errors in bis Bebavi- 
our to his Father, Friends, or Relations, that 
J am not guilty of; and which might be the 
Occaſion of his preſent Diſtreſs, more than 
the poor, firſt, ſimple Act of Diſobedience, 
which the Landlord told me of, concerning hts 
Marriage. | 
In this Melancholy Mood I went on, 'til 

J arriv'd near a large Inn. The Noiſe of 
Servants about the Door, the Buſtle of At- 
tendants; and, upon looking down the 
Yard, the Concourſe of Company, of both 
Sexes, giving Orders for their ſeveral Din- 
ners and Indulgences, immediately laid a- 
ſide all Reflection, ſet my young Blood on 
Fire, and all my Wiſh was to be one of 
thoſe gay Sparks that were giving Directi- 
ons to the Landlord, Orders to their Ser- 
| vants, 
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vants, and gallanting the Ladies, who 
ſeem'd proud of their Protectors. 
_ Half an Hour, at leaſt, I ſtay'd viewing 
this new Scene (for it was ſo to me) be- 
fore I durſt venture upon a Thought of 
refreſhing myſelf at a Place that leem'd 
calculated only for Gaiety and Profuſe- 
neſs. 

While I was in this Reverie, a blunt 
Fellow comes up to me; and cry'd, Squire, 
PII lay Thirty to Twenty upon the Brown 
Mare. This Offer ſoon convinc'd me 


1 a Horſe-Race had drawn this Company 


rogether, and the Perſon who ſpoke was 
one of thoſe Infeſters of all publick Di- 
verſions, commonly call'd a Knowing One; 
whoſe whole Buſineſs is to make a Prey 


Y of the young and unexperienc'd, and 
feed upon the Follies and Weakneſs of 


Mankind. Though I had never been 


converſant with theſe Sort of Vermin, yet 


I had heard ſo good an Account of. their 
Manner and Behaviour in the Country, 


that I could not miſtake my Spark's 


Character: And, indeed, I look'd as fit 
tor his Purpoſe as could be, for I had 
the exact Air of a Country *Squire ;. 
who would ſooner ſacrifice his whole 
Eſtate than not be thought ſkill d in Horſe- 

Fleſh. 
As I judg'd his Character, you may be 
ſure I ſhun'd his Converſation ; _— 
ill 
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ſtill preſsd upon me, and propos'd ſo ma- 
ny different Sorts of Bets, that, to avoid 
his Impertinence, (before I well knew what 
T was about) I went into the Inn, where I 
was immediately accoſted by an Attendant 


to know my Commands; which I could 


not tell him, before he ran to a Com- 
pany that call'd at the farther End of the 
Yard. I apply'd to another, who behav'd 
in the ſame Manner; and ſo on, for near 


an Hour, before I could prevail with one- 
to ſhew me into a Room. With great: 
Difficulty I attain'd this Favour, and was 
then left to divert myſelf with ringing the- 
Bell, for above. ten Minutes more, before 
any Perſon of the Houſe would liſten to 


my Demands, | 
can't ſay but this Want of Attention 


gave me ſome Uneaſineſs. Sometimes ! 
thought the Meanneſs of my Dreſs encou- 


rag'd them to negle&t me; though I was 
dreſs'd neat too, but not like ſome of the 


embroider'd Sparks I faw friſking about: 
Yet I muſt look like Somebody, or the 
Knowing-One would hardly have attack*'d | 
me; and, if J appear'd well enough for 
his Purpoſe, the Landlord, nor his Ser- 
vants, need not have thought me beneath - } 


theirs. 


With much ado I prevaild with a 


| Waiter to hear my Directions. I order'd 


three 
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three Pigeons and ſome Aſparagus——— 
The reaſon of this was, Iſaw ſo many Diſhes 
of this Sort brought from the Kitchen, that 
I imagin'd it was a Mark of Elegance to 
beſpeak what the Company in general 
ſeem'd to be ſo fond of-—— Nor was I de- 
ceiv'd, for I had no ſooner given theſe 
Directions, than I was peſtered with Ce- 
remony——One Fellow laying the Cloath, 
another enquiring what Wine I choſe, and 
a Thouſand other Impertinences, that made 
their Attendance more diſagreeable than 


| their Neglect. 


Dinner was ſoon made ready, and uſher'd 
in by the Maſter of the Houſe, with a 
Thouſand formal Compliments : Which I 
took but little Notice of, my thoughts be- 


1 ing wholly employ'd on what was before 
me; for the general hungry Diſpoſition of 
the People about, had created me an un- 


uſual Appetite. 8 
I fell to with great Pleaſure, and hop'd 


to regale myſelf without farther Interrupti- 
on: But I had ſcarce carv'd a Pigeon, be- 


fore my Hoſt return'd; and, with great 
Complaiſance, begg'd I would ſuffer a young 
Lady, who was juſt arriv'd in a Chaiſe and 
Four, to dine in my Room, the reſt of the 
Houſe being ſo full of Company he could 
not accommodate her, according to her Rank 
—[ could have very well diſpens'd with her 


Abſence, but did not know how to refuſe her, 
with- 
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without a Breach of good Manners ; be- 
ſides, I was too fond of the Fair Sex not to 
put up with any Inconvenience, rather than 
not indulge them. 

I had no ſooner given my Conſent, than 
my Landlord brought her in—and a very fine 
Lady ſhe was; tall, with black ſparkling 
"a fine Breaſts, and theſe all heighten'd by 


as rich a Riding-Dreſs as ever I ſaw, I roſe 


from my Seat, to place one for her, which 
ſhe took without much Ceremony ; for my 
Appearance did not give her any great Opi- 
nion of her Company ; and, by her Looks 
at my Hoſt, I found ſhe was not highly 

leas'd at being brought into it—However, 
ſhe ſaid nothing, only order'd him to make 
Haſte with her Dinner. 

I ſat mute for ſome Time, without being 
able to begin Converſation, or take my Eyes 
off from this beautiful Object. Nor was ſhe 
leſs ſilent, or fixt upon me; for 1 obſerv'd, 
from the Moment ſhe ſat down, ſhe ſur— 
vey'd me with great Attention; ſo much, 
that at length ſhe gaz'd me into Confuſion, 
and I was oblig'd to turn my Eyes another 
Way. f 

After ſome Minutes, ſhe ſaid, in a Kind 
of Soliloquy, I believe my Dinner will never 
come] upon which I took Courage, and 


aſk*d her if ſhe would partake of what 


was upon the Table: But ſhe refus'd me, 


and with {0 "OP and ſcornful an Air, 
that 
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that put me quite out of Countenance, and 
reduc'd me to my former Silence. 
My Dinner I could not eat; and, being 


afraid to ſpeak, fat like a Fool playing with 


my Knife and Fork, and ſometimes ſtealing 
a Glance from this delightful Creature ; 
bluſhing, with the utmoſt Confuſion, when 
her Eyes detected mein the ſtolen Pleaſure. 


However, at laſt, ſhe condeſcended to aſk 


me a Queſtion ; which was, into what Part 
of the County I was going—T told her I 
was going to London; that I had been to 
receive a little Money a few Miles off, and 
was now upon my Journey Home. 
What, ſaid ſhe, did you come hither on Foot? 
I reply'd, Yes.— She was ſurpriz'd at 
what I told her, and expreſs'd great Con- 


cern for the Fatigue I was to go through. 


Upon this we enter'd into a Converſation, 
and ſhe ſeem'd to like my Company ex- 
treamly. Her diſtant Looks and Reſerve 
vaniſh'd, and ſhe was quite free and good- 
humour'd, which gave me no ſmall Satiſ- 
faction. | | 

According to my uſual Vanity, T con- 
cluded ſhe was growing fond of me, and 
had Hopes of being more intimate with her 
before we parted. 

The Lady's Smiles gave me freſh Spi- 
rits ; and, when her Dinner was brought 


in, ſhe inſiſted I ſhould take Share of it. I 
would have excus' d. myſelf; but, in a moſt 


\ 
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agreeable Manner, ſhe cry'd, Come, come, 
my Preſence interrupted your Dinner, and 
therefore you muſt and fall partake of mine. 
With this ſhe took me by the Arm, and fat 
me cloſe to her. There was no reſiſting 
this good-natur'd Violence; ſo l fell to with 
a freſh Appetite, while her dear Converſa- 
tion ſweeten'd every Morſel. 

Dinner being over, we attack'd a Bottle ; 

_ whoſe elevating Spirit baniſh'd my Mode- 

Ry, and inſpir'd me with Courage enough 
to make Love: Though, I believe, it was 
but in an aukward Manner, for I had never 
yet paid my Devoirs to any Woman above 
the Sphere of Polly; but, however, the 
Lady ſeem'd to receive it with as much 
Fleaſure, as if it had been ornainented 
with all the Flowers oF Rhetoric. 

The more I drank, the more eloquent 
was my Paſſion Though I can't ſay I 
made any great Progreſs in the Lady's Af- 
fections; for, in three Hours Courtſhip, 
ſhe neither refus'd nor comply*d with my 
Requeſt : But I pleas'd myſelf with 'inter- 
preting her Indifference to my own Advan- 
tage. Night goming on, ſhe began to 


think of proceeding in her Journey ; bur, 
for my own Part, had ſhe ſtaid a Month 
longer, I ſhould never have delir'd to 

move. 
She call'd for a Bill, which I begg'd ſhe 
would permit me to pay. This, with much 
| Importunity, 
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Importunity, ſhe ſuffer'd, and it coſt me 
Eight and Twenty Shillings— A great 
deal out of a ſmall Stock, like mine; but I 
was ſo charm'd with her Company, that had 
I parted with all the Money in my Pocket, 
I ſhould with Pleaſure have done it tooblige 
her. | 7 rs 
The Lady was not behindme'in Civility, 
for ſhe inſiſted that I ſhould go with her in 
the Chaiſe ; telling me, ſhe intended to lie 
at a Friend's Houſe, about nine Miles off 
that Night, and the next Day proceed to 
London. I was glad of this Offer, for two 
Reaſons; one, that I might avoid the Fa- 
tigue of Walking (which I was almoſt ſick 
of ;) and the other, I ſhould enjoy the 
Converſation of my dear unknown Fair One 
a Day longer : Beſides, I took it into my 
Head ſhe was a Woman of Quality, and 
had fallen in Love with me, ſo had Hopes 
of making my Fortune all at onee. 


I will not tire my Reader with the Parti- 


culars of our Diſcourſe upon the Road, for 
the Repetition of Love-Dialogues are ge- 
nerally very dull; fo I ſhall only tell you, 
all I faid was receiv'd with-ſo much Pleaſure 
by the Lady, that I did not doubt but1 
ſhould ſoon make myſelf Maſter of her In- 
clinations. Between Seven and Eight 
we arriv'd at her Friend's Houſe. 
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The Family J was introduced to, and the 
ſtrange Treatment I met with. 


IT HE Building was magnificent, and 
1 feem'd to be the Dwelling of ſome 
Perſon of particular Diſtinction. Our 
Chaiſe no ſooner ſtopp'd at the Gate, than 
a fine young Lady, in a rich Undreſs, ran 
out, crying —— My dear Molly, I am glad 
gou are come. At theſe Words they flew 
into each other's Arms, and embrac'd, as 
though they had been near Relations who 
Had not ſeen one another for twenty Years. 
When their firſt Extacies were over, I ob- 
ſerved my Lady whiſper her Friend, (I 
ſuppoſe ſomething about me) for immedi- 
ately after ſhe made me a fine Courtſy, and 
defir'd I would walk in: By which ſudden 
Civility, I imagin'd ſhe took me for a Ser- 
want; before my Lady had informed her to 
the contrary Which was no unlikely 
Miſtake, for my Cloaths did not at all agree 
with the brilliant Dreſs and Equipage of my 
Companion. 

Me were conducted into a Parlour, fur- 
niſh'd richly ; where we were no ſooner 
ſeated, than my Lady began with complain- 
ing of the . ſaying, It is very cold, 


and 
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and the jolting of the Chaiſe bas made me quite 


fick —— Lord! replies the other, I have 
ſome of. the beſt Cordial you ever taſted —— 
'O! for Heaven's fake, anſwer'd, Madam, 
let me taſte it then ; for I believe, 1 ſhall faint 
away. Upon the Word, our Hoſteſs call'd 
for John; who no ſooner appear'd, than ſhe 
bid him fetch the Bottle that ſtood upon her 
Toilet in. the Bed-Chamber. Her Com- 
mands were obey'd almoſt as ſoon as given, 
and a full Glaſs was filPd out to the Lady of 
the Houſe, who drank, and recommend- 
ed the like Quantity to her Friend ; which 
was no ſooner diſpatch'd, than a third 


Bumper was brought to me. I would have 


excus'd myſelf, having never been us'd to 
ſuch Sort of Liquors ; but, upon the Ladies 
inſiſting, and deſcribing the excellent Qua- 
lities of the Cordial after a Journey, I was 
oblig'd, in good Manners, to ſwallow it, 


though I thought I ſhould have been 


ſtrangled with the Draught. : 
However diſagreeable it was to me, I 
found it was quite otherwiſe to the Ladies 


for the firſt was ſcarce down, before they 


had each of them another, and ſo a third, 
to my great Aſtoniſnment; and I believe 
would not have ſtopt then, had not John 
indiſcreetly gone away with the Bottle. 
Theſe three Cordials gave the Ladies Spi- 
rits to begin Converſation. Mine open'd 
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fArſt with Pray, where is my Lord 9— 
Ah ! reply'd the other, he's in the next 
Room with bis Sots. He's good for nothing 
m almoſt tir d of bim — But you 
know I muſt bear it till a certain A fair is ſet- 
#led, and then I'll fhew bim a Trick. 
Right, my dear, reply'd my Lady, get that 
material Thing done, and then tell him his own. 
You know Miſs Sukey did the ſame, and now 
ſbe finds the Sweets of it. 

I had not Time to wonder at this Sort of 
Diſcourſe, before an Object appear'd that 
amaz'd me ten Times more, which was his 
Lordſhip. He was a tall Man; and, I be- 
lieve, handſome, but he appear'd. ſo diſ- 
guis' d with Liquor and daub'd with Snuff 
and Dirt, that I thought one of my drunken 
Companions, whom [I left aſleep at the firſt 
Alchouſe, had dy'd of the Wounds he re- 
ceiv'd in the Fray, and was come to haunt 
me for leaving him ſo abruptly. He 
reel'd in; and, the firſt Salutation he gave 
my Lady, he pull'd off her Cap, and threw 
it into the Chimney ; which her Friend re- 
veng' d, by ſending his Wig after it. From 
hence a general Engagement enſu'd; till 
he, the two Women, and a Gentleman as 


drunk as himſelf (whom the Noife brought 


out of another Room) were all ſcrambling 
upon the Floor. I ſtood for ſome Time in 
amaze, not knowing what to do, for this 


was another Sort of modiſh Recreation I was 
a 
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a Stranger to — At laſt I endeavour'd to 
take up my Lady; but, inſtead of accept- 
ing of my Service, ſhe pull'd me down with 


her, and it was with much Difficulty I got 


up again. I did what I could to raiſe the 
reſt; but, while I was aſſiſting them, my 
Lord roſe, and in great Paſſion, told me 
he'd ſtrip my Coat off, and ſend me out of 
his Houſe (miſtaking me for one of his Ser- 
vants) for daring to interpole in his Diverſi- 
on. This Treatment ſo ſurpriz'd me, that 


I had not a Word to anſwer ; when he 


catch'd hold of my Coat, and tore one of 
the Pockets quite off, which threw the whole 
Company into a violent Fit of Laughter.— 
After he had pull'd and kick'd me for Half 
an Hour, and ſtripp'd me almeſt naked, the 
Women who were all this Time laughing, 
recover'd themſelves. enough to convince 
him of his Miſtake, and he ask'd my Par- 
don with a great deal of Ceremony ; which 


was ſmall Satisfaction for the Loſs of my 


Cloaths, when I did not know where ta 
get any others: But I was oblig'd to ſeem 
eaſy, and join (as well as I could) the Mirth 


this Accident had rais'd. 


The Fray being compos'd, we all ſab 
round the Table where my Figure ſtill kept 
up the Mirth of the Ladies; but my Lord fat 
with his Eyes fixt upon me, without uttering 
one Syllable, or ſharing in the Diverſion of 
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a full Survey of. me, and drank Half a dozen 


Glaſſes of Wine, (which, added to what he 


had done before, almoſt made him inſenſi- 
ble) he-open'd thus: So Madam, applying 
himſelf to his Lady) you think I am an Afs, 
and will ſuffer you to bring a Fellow under my 
Noſe, without my reſenting it ;, but, D-—me, 
you are miſtaken, for I have as many Eyes as 
my Neighbours, and will treat the Raſcal as 
He deſerves. He got up in a great Fury, 
I ſuppoſe with an Intent to attack me ; bur, 
Juckily his Coat catch'd in the Arm of the 
Chair, and down he fell. The Company 
ran immediately to his Aſſiſtance, and 
would have lifted him up, but he beat him- 
ſelf like a Madman againſt the Floor; ſwore, 
and call'd his Lady all the opprobisus Names 
Paſſion and Liquor could inſpire. + 

In ſhort, his Frenzy, (for I can call'it no 
other) grew ſo high, that he would have done 
ſome of us a Miſchief, had not the Servants 


came in, and forc'd him to Bed; where he 


lay raving for above an Hour, and then fell 
aſleep. 

le Lady ſeem'd to ke light of 
his Behaviour, by ſaying, This was his 
Fay, whenever he drank a Bottle more than 
ordinary : But in ſpite of her Endeavours to 
turn it off, I could perceive, by his Offer 
at me, and his groſs Abuſe to her, that this 
was a Flight of Jealouſy; upon ſeeing me in 


her Company : —_ indeed, I modeſtly 
inſinuated 
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inſinuated as much, by ſaying, I am afraid, 
Madam, my Lord does not approve F my be- 
ing a Gueſt here; and therefore, rather than 
occafion any farther Uneaſineſs, I will go to 
the next Inn. 

The Ladies laugh'd heartily at my Pro- 
poſal, but would not ſuffer me to put it in 
Practice ; ſaying, Come, fit down, and let 
us be merry; now that Sot is aſleep, we may 
have ſome Comfort. Accordingly, I and the 
two Women ſat down; for my Lord's 
drunken Friend retir'd as foon as his 
Lordſhip was carry'd to Bed, and fell a- 
ſleep upon a Couch in the next Chamber. 
By that Time they had taken a Dram a- 
piece, to recover their Spirits from the 
Confuſion this Accident had thrown them 
into, Supper was brought up. 


The Ladies good Humour ſoon bene 


me to Temper, and J eat and drank hearti- 


ly; but my Companions ſoon got the Start 


of me, for, in four Hours ſitting, I 
thought they ſeem'd inclining towards my 


Lord's Condition: And to confirm me in 


my Opinion, all of a ſudden, when we 
were in the Middle of an Argument about 
ſomething elſe, they fill'd each of them a 
Bumper, nodded 2 one another, drank 
them off, burſt into a loud Laugh, and ran 
out of the Room, as though they were 


ſed with; a ſudden Madneſs. 
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I had no Notion of their not returning, 
ſo ſat very patiently for near Half an 
Hour; but then hearing no Noiſe, and de- 


ſpairing of ſeeing my Company again, I 


ventur'd to ring the Bell, when a Servant 
came in, and: ſtarted as if he had ſeen a 
Ghoſt; and, in a trembling Voice, cry'd, 
Lord! who are you ? This Queſtion fo 
confounded me, that I could not immedi- 
ately anſwer ; upon which the Man ſcream'd 
out, and up came three or four to his Aſ- 
ſiſtanoe, and, among the reſt, the Servant 
who had waited on us at Supper. This 
Fellow immediately put an End to their 
Fears, by ſaying, This 1s tbe Man that came 
with black Molly. 7 wonder he 1s not gone 
10 Bed Then addreſs'd himſelf to me, 
ſaying, Come, young Man, the Family are 
all retir d; and, I believe, you had beſt get to 
Bed. I ſhew'd my Willingneſs to 
comply, by my Readineſs to follow him; 


but he turn'd ſhort, and ſaid, Sit down 4 


little, till I fee what Bed you can have; for 
our Houſe is ſo full, of one Sort or other, 
that I queſtion whether there is one emply. 

. Twas all Obedience, and ſat another 
Hour, greatly mortify'd with the Servants 
rude Treatment of me, before. any Crea- 
ture appear d: At length a dirty Wench, 
Half aſleep, came and conducted me into 
a little Room, two Pair of Stairs high, 
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and there left me, with a Snuff of Candle, 
to ſpend the Night as I thought proper. 


CHAP. XIII. 
The ſurprizing Attack I met with in the Mor- 


ning, and ſome other Particulars of my 
Lord and Family. | | 


Was no ſooner left by myſelf, than I be- 
1 gan to conſider my Circumſtances, and 
the odd Figure I made, together with what 
Sort of Company 1 had got into. The two 
firſt I was ſoon convinc'd were very miſer- 
able ; and, for my Company, they ſeem'd 
to be a Species of Beings I had never yet 
ſeen or heard of ; but what their real Con- 
ditions in Life were, puzzled me to con- 
clude. I greatly doubted whether Lord 
belonged to the Brute I had ſeen: I rather 
look'd upon it as a Nick-name, given him 
by ſome of his Intimates to create Mirth ; 
and, poſſibly, might owe its Riſe to ſome 
Whimſical Exploit he had done, under that 
feign'd Title. 
I ſhould have reflected longer upon what 
had paſs'd, had not my Candle began to 
fail; and, as I did not care to fit up in the 


Dark, I went to Bed: Where the Fatigue 


I had undergone, and the Liquor I had 
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drank, ſoon over-power'd my Senſes, and [ 
fell faſt aſleep. 

I was awake early, as I thought, in the 
Morning, and willing to riſe ; but, hearing 
no Noiſe in the Houſe, lay ill, and rumi- 
nated on my preſent Situation, till I heard 
the Clock ſtrike Ten, when I concluded of 
Courſe ſome of the Family muſt be up, 
though I could not hear them. I dreſs'd 
myſelf, and went down Stairs very ſoftly, 
leaft I ſhould diſturb his Lordſhip and my 
Lady ; for I knew, in their Condition, Sleep 
muſt be very neceſſary. 

When I came down, I found the Win- 
dows all cloſe barr'd, and not a Creature 
ſtirring; from whence 1 concluded, the 
Servants had taken Example by their Bet- 
ters over Night, and got drunk too, 

I ſtood ſome Time at the Door, confi- 
dering whether I ſhould open it or not; for, 
as my Lord had once miſtaken me for his 
Servant, I was afraid he might take ano- 
ther F rolick, and ſhoot me for a Thief. I 
had a great Debate with myſelf before I 
would venture, but at laſt I did. I had 
mo ſooner got into the Yard, than a great 
Maſtiff- Dog ran at me; and ſeizing hold of 
my poor tatter'd Coat, look'd as he would 
devour me. I was terribly frighten'd, at 
being thus roughly encounter'd, however, 
I gave him good Words, and he prov'd to 
have more Compaſſion than his _— 
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and let me go Though I could not 
help being apprehenſive, as the Servants 
had copy'd his Lordſhip in his Drunkenneſs, 
the Dog would ape him in his Miſchief, and 
tare off the other Skirt of my Coat. 

My ſcreaming, and the Dog's barking 


brought down ſome of the Servants ; who, 


ſo far from being glad of my Eſcape from 


the furious Animal, ſeem'd very angry at 


being diſturb'd ſo early : And, I beheve, 
they had rather the Dog had devour'd me, 
ſo they had not been wak'd. IL aſk'd ſe- 
veral Queſtions, but they were ſhort and 
ſurly in their Replies; and fo ill-manner'd, 
that I was oblig'd to forbear my Enquiries. 
--- Their Behaviour, I ſuppoſe, . proceeded 
from my Lord's Treatment of me overs 
Night—— For the Maſter that makes a 
Jeſt of his Company, gives his Servants a 
Licence to be impertinent. 

As I was born and bred a Gentleman, 


this Sort of Behaviour, you may be ſure, 


greatly chagrin'd me. It made me reflect 
how much I was fallen; for, had any Ser- 
vant in my Father's Houſe, or in the Neigh- 
bourhood, dar'd to have treated me with 
ſuch Contempt, I ſhould have made no Ce- 
remony of laying a Horſe-whip over him; 
but, as I was in a ſtrange Place, and with 
odd Company, I thought Patience would 


become me-better than Paſſion : So, to a- 


void their giving me any farther Provocati- 
on, 


4 S 


ar — — — 


84 The Hiſtory of” 


on, I. left them, and took a Walk in the 
Garden, till the Family was ſtirring. 

- Idiverted myſelf till near Twelve, with- 
out meeting a Soul ; but, juſt as my Pati- 
ence was at the laſt Gaſp, my Lady and 
her Friend came, with their Eyes Half 
open, down the Walk. They ſaluted me 
very. civilly, aſking how I reſted, and the 
like, but could not forbear laughing at my 
tatter d Dreſs. After a Turn or two, her 
Ladyſhip went in to order Breakfaſt, and 
wake my. Lord. 

Now my Fair unknown and I being by 


urſelves, I took this Opportunity to let her 


know-how uneaſy I was about my Cloaths ; 
that it would be impoſſible for me to bear 
her Company to London in that Dreſs ; and 
how much it would diſgrace her upon the 
Road, to be ſeen with one fo like a Beggar, 


as I then appear'd. Shereceiv'd my Com- 


plaint atfarſt with. her uſual Ridicule ; but, 
upon urging farther my Diſtreſs, ſhe grew 
ſerious, and told me, ſhe had already en- 


gag' d her Friend to ſpeak to my Lord, and 


he ſhould furniſh me out with a Suit of his 
own Cloaths for the reſt of my Journey.--- 
This Promiſe reviv'd my Spirits, and I be- 
gan to renew my Courtſhip, We toy'd 
and kiſs'd for near an Hour; and, I be- 
lieve, ſhould have gone farther, had not a 
Servant 
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Servant inform'd us my Lord and Lady 


waited Breakfaſt for us. 


When I drew near the Parlour where my 
Lord was, I found he and his Lady were 


in high Diſpute. The firſt Words I could 
diſtinctly hear, were theſe, D- mn it, do 
you think Tam to find her Fellow in Cloaths ! 
What does ſhe get acquainted with Beggars for, 
if ſbe can't ſupport them 2—My Lady heard 
this as well as myſelf; and made an Ex- 
cuſe, (that I might not hear more of it, I 
ſuppoſe) to ſhew me a Summer-Houſe we 
had juſt paſs'd. As we walk'd, ſhe cry'd, 
Bleſs me, my Lord is an odd Man ! But I 
took no Notice of what ſhe ſaid, and made 
asif I had not heard any Thing that had 
paſs'd in the Parlour, though I trembled 
every Limb with Pride and Reſentment : 
Nor ſhould I have been able to contain my 
ſelf, had not a ſecret Vanity ſupported me; 
which was, that my Beauty had made my 
Lord jealous ; and I heartily wiſh'd his La- 
dy had the ſame Opinion of my Charms 
that 1 had myſelf, to be reveng'd of him: 
Such was the extravagant Idea, (rais'd by 
the Country People's calling me HAxp- 
SOME JASPER) [ had of my own Perfecti- 
ons. 

I was kept near Half an Hour, ere we 
mov'd towards Breakfaſt; though I often 
urg'd it, by ſaying, I am afraid the Compa- 
ny Waits for us. — When we came in, = 
Lor 
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Lord was gone, and his Lady we found 


walking about in great Diforder.—— 


The two Women withdrew into a little 


Room next the Garden, and conferr'd to- 
gether about what had happen'd. Though 
I could only hear a Word now and then, 
I found my Lord had left the Houſe in a 
great Paſſion, and it was owing to ſome- 
thing about me, - but the Particulars I could 
not hear. After many Arguments with her 
Friend, the Miſtreſs of the Houſe came out 
to me, and ſaid, My Lord has order 'd you a 
Suit of his Cloaths. I am afraid they will be 
ſomething too big for you, but you muſt dif- 
pence with that iill you get to London. I 


was thankful for the Favour, and we fat 


down to Tea. I could perceive ſomething 
was the Matter, there was not that Cheer- 
fulneſs and good Humour between them, 
that I had found over Night. 

Breakfaſt over, I was dreſs'd in a blue 
Silk Waiſtcoat, with a Gold Binding, and 


a brown Coat, of my Lord's, not a bit the 


worle for wear. They were exactly to my 
Length, only a little too large in the Waiſte: 


However, I was very well pleas'd with the 


Change, for they were worth ſix ſuch Suits 
as mine ; and gave me; 1 thought, a gen- 
teel manly Air. 

Being thus fitted, my Lady order'd the 


Chaiſe; and, after taking a ſhort Leave of 
our 
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Sur Hoſteſs, and drinking a Dram, ſet out 


for London. 


— 


C HA 


Me purſue our Journey to London | 
Our Arrival there. T aſſiſt the Lady, 
and her Gratitude With the Conſe- 


quence. 


Found this Quarrel, between my Lord 
and his Lady, had greatly ruffled my 
Fair One's Temper. For the firſt fix 
Miles ſhe ſcarce ſpoke a Word, nor afford- 
ed me one kind Look; though Iexpreſs'd 
great Concern at her Uneaſineſs, and us'd 


all my Endeavours to remove it: But, 


lackily, ſtopping at an Inn to bait the 
Horſes, I perſuaded her, with much ado, to 
drink a Dram ; which, according to Cuſ- 
tom, gave her Inclination for another, and 
ſo a third; which had ſcarce paſs'd her 
Lips, but her Spirits began to return, and 


ſhe gave her Paſſion vent, in theſe Words: 


They ſhall be glad to ſee me, when I go next 
An ill-natur'd Brute- IT think TI 


Honour him, when I ſpeak to ſuch a Fool.— 


After ſhe had run herſelf out of Breath, 
with theſe half Sentences and broken In- 
vectives (which I never aſk'd the Reaſon of) 
we began to be better Company, and I had 

| ; an 
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an Opportunity of renewing my. Addreſſes, 
and ſealing every Profeſſion of Love upon 
her dear Lips; which, I flatter'd mylelf, 
ſhe receiv d with Pleaſure and Inclinati- 
ON. 

Nothing particular happen'd all the Day; 
for I kept my Lady in ſuch tip-top Spirits, 
that we grew more and more acquainted 
every Mile we went. About Nine 

o' Clock we arriv'd at London, and were ſet 
down at a Tavern in Coventi-Garden, accord- 
ing to her Ladyſhip's Directions. 

I was glad to ſee London, having never 
been there before: Beſides, I thought my 


Fortune was now come to a Criſis, ſince a 


few Hours muſt make me better acquainted 
with the Condition. of my Lady ; and, by 
the Reception ſhe gave me, when [I ſhould 
be ſo happy to ſee her own Houſe (for I did 
not doubt but ſhe would invite me thither) I 
ſhould be able to judge what Progreſs I had 
made in her Aﬀections.—But juſt as I had 
entertain'd a pleaſing Idea of my future 
Fortune, an unexpected Accident took 
down my Hopes at once. 

As I ſaid, we were ſet down at a Tavern, 


where we were conducted, with great Ce- 


remony, into a handſome Room and a Bot- 


tle of rich Wine ſet upon the Table; which 


we had ſcarce. taſted, before we were a- 
larm'd with a Noiſe of — Don't tell me of 
your 
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your ſpeaking to ber I'll. ſee ber myſelf, for 1 
muſt be paid. | 
Before I could think the Meaning of this, 


of a ſudden, the Room-Door flew open, and 


in came the Coachman, with a Face of 


Demand, deſiring my Lady to diſcharge 
him, for it was very late : His Horſes were 


1 hot, and would take cold, if they ſtood in 


the Air any longer —— By which, to my 
great Surprize I found that the Equipage I 


had hitherto thought belong'd to a Perſon 


of Quality, was only hir'd. My Lady, 


L without the leaſt Confuſion, reply'd, with 


an Air of Grandeur, Bid your Maſter call 
upon me To-morrow Morning. But the 
Man was not to be put off ſo; for he told 
her, He durſt not go Home without the 
Money, and that he would not leave her 
till he had it. She anſwer'd, with the ſame 
Temper, Jha: ſhall I do? I have no ready 
Money about me. 1 have a Draught upon 
a Banker for Fifty Pounds, but it is too late 
to receive it to-Night. 


This ſhe told the Coachman; but, I ſup- 


poſe, he had been us'd to her Tricks, and 
gave no Ear to it. He inſiſted -upon having 
his Money directly; and that in ſuch boi- 
ſterous Terms, that the Lady's Temper 
began to leave her. 

I was greatly concern'd to ſee her thus 
affronted, yet was loath to ſhew my Com- 


plaiſance at the Expence of my Caſh, there- 
fore 
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fore deferr*d offering to bay the Man, but 
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made uſe of my Rhetoiic to perivade him 
to call the next Day, as the Lady defir'd : 
But all in vain, my Arguments had no Ef- 
fect; *till at length, tir'd with the Fellow's 
Noiſe, and longing to be alone with my 
Lady, I was forc'd to produce Six Guineas, 
and ſend him about his Buſineſs. 

She ſeem'd full of Acknowledgments for 
this Favour, and promis'd a ſuitable Re- 
turn in the Morning. I put on an Air of 
Indifference, and call'd it a Trifle ſhe ſhould”. 
always command; but ſhe ſaid, Sir, nothing 
can offend me more than the thinking you are 
to purchaſe a Place in my Chaiſe. No, Sir, 
invited you, to give you Pleaſure ; and, if 
it has done that, I am fully ſatisfied. 

We now began to diſcourſe of our Jour- 
ney, and the Reception her Friend gave us, 
but were ſoon interrupted by the Drawer ; 
who whiſper'd Madam, with an Air of Im- 

rtance, as if ſome ſtrange Accident had 


juſt befallen ſome of her Family. —She ſtar- 
ted from her Chair, deſir'd I would excuſe 


her for a Minute or two, and flew out of the 
Room. 

I waited, without any great Uneaſineſs, 
for upwards of an Hour ; but then, hear- 
ing the Clock ſtrike Eleven, my Patience 
began to be tir'd, and in another Hour it 
was quite exhauſted. --I rang for the Dra w- 
er, and aſk*d where the Lady was mw 
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He told me, he could not tell; ſhe went 
out in a Chair, and ſaid ſhe ſhould be back 
immediately, but he had not heard from 
her ſince. I made uſe of every Art to 
preſerve my Temper ; but, when the Clock 
ſtruck One, without hearing any News of 
her, I thought I ſhould have gone diſtrac- 
ted. Again Iapply'd to the Drawer, beg- 
ged him to tell me where ſhe liv'd, but all 
In vain He pleaded Ignorance to every 
Thing I aſk'd him; and rather feem'd di- 
verted with my Uneaſineſs, than inclin*d 
to adminiſter any Relief to me.—Seeing 
myſelf thus made the Jeſt of an impudent 
Waiter, I paid my Reckoning and left the 
Houſe, with a Heart brim-full of Grief and 
Rage. 

I had no ſooner got by myſelf, than J be- 
gan to curſe my Vanity, that led me into 
this Snare. Fool! ſaid I, how couldſt thou 
thimk a Moman of her Appearance, had ſhe 
been really what ſhe ſeem'd, ſhould, at firſt 
Sight, be captivated with a raw ignorant Boy? 
No, this muſt be ſome common W —e, ſuch as 
I have heard my Friend Sambert deſcribe, 
who hire Equipage they can't afford, and then 
lay hold of the firſt Blockhead they meet with, 
to pay for their Folly. _ | 

I then recollected a Piece of Indiſcretion, 
that poſſible might have encourag'd her to 
make this Dupe of me; which was, at the 


Inn where I firſt met this Jilt, when I of- 
| fer'd 
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fer'd to pay the Reckoning, I (being wil- 


ling to give her a good Opinion of me) 
pull'd out my Purſe, and told over my 
Guineas ; which I doubted not but ſhe had 
obſerv'd, and reſolv'd to make a Property 
of me. 

As I did not know where to find a Lodg- 
ing, I was oblig'd to walk about the Streets 
all Night: And it's a great Wonder did 
not meet with ſome Villains of the other 
Sex, to eaſe me of the Remainder of my 
Caſh; but, as Fortune ordain'd, 1 eſcap*d 
free. 

When I was a little cool, I found my 
Loſs by this Lady was not ſo conſiderable 
as I at firſt imagin'd. The whole Expence 
was not much above Seven Guineas ; for 
which I had liv'd well upon the Road, and 
had got a good Suit of Cloaths worth near 
the Money. This Conſideration made me 
ſomewhat eaſy, and I reſolv'd to bear my 
Diſappointment with Patience. 

As it grew light, I enquir'd my Way to 
the new Buildings (ſo much talk'd of in 
the Country) and was greatly delighted 
with the beautiful Squares and ſumptuous 


Streets that lead to them. I was ſo pleas'd 
with that Part of the Town, that I reſolv'd 


to take a Lodging ſomewhere near it : Ac- 
cordingly, ſeeing a Bill up at a Houſe, in 
a little Street, by Hanover-Square, I went 
in and hir'd a ſmall Room, but very neat, 
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for Four Shillings a Week. The 
Landlord was inquiſitive about my Name, 
and Buſineſs; both which I anſwer'd—— 
T told him my Name was Buckler ; that I 
had been bred to the Law, and came up to 
London, in order to ſee a Will executed of a 
near Relation's; that my Cloaths were not 
arriv'd as yet, but that IT would buy a few 
Shirts for the preſent, to ſerve me *till the 
Waggon came in. Upon hearing this, he 
told me, his Son was a Draper, and dealt in 
ready-made Linen, in the next Street; 
and, if I was not engag'd, ſhould be oblig- 
ed to me, if I would let him ſerve me. I 
made no ſcruple, but bid him fend for him; 
which he immediately did,” and I purchas'd 
four tolerable Shirts, and as many Stocks, 
all ready for Uſe, for Three Guineas, 
which I paid down. While this was doing, 


I pretended to be greatly fatigu'd with my 


Journey, which 'induc'd my Landlord to 
aſk me to lie down for an Hour; which J 
gladly accepted, for walking the Streets all 
Night was an Amuſement I had not been 
us'd to. 

The Fatigue I had undergone, made me 
ſleep ſound; and, inſtead of the Hour's Re- 
poſe I deſign'd, I never wak'd *till paſt 
Six o'Clock. When I came down, my 
Landlord receiv'd meas kindly as if he had 


been acquainted with me from my Cradle. 


Upon my talking of going out to refreſh, 
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he offer d me the Remains of ſome Mut- 


ton he had himſelf for Dinner; ſaying, He 


would have wak'd me when it was hot, but 


that .he . thought Sleep would be of more 
Service to me than Eating. 

I fat down, and made as hearty a Meal 
as ever I did in my Life; and, to make 
ſome Amends for my Landlord's Civility, I 
ſent to the next Coffee-Houſe for a Bowl of 


Punch, which highly delighted him and his 


Wife. 

During our Converſation, I took an Op- 
portunity of complaining, of the Taylor 
that made my Cloaths Aye, ſaid my 
Landlord, he has left Room for you to grow. 
es, reply'd I, but if I could get them al- 


ter'd, Pd take my Chance, tho* I was at the 
 Expence of a new Suit when I encreas'd to this 


Degree. Why, Sir, ſaid he, here is a 
Fellow at the next Door, though no extraordi- 
nary Taylor, can do a Jobb of that Sort, I 
immediately ſent for him, and he promis'd 
to make them fit, and bring them by next 
Morning. My Landlord lent me his great 
Coat; and in this Manner we finiſh'd our 


Punch, and all retir'd to Reſt. 


CHAP. 
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T go in Search of Sambert, and find bim. 
His wild Behaviour, and the Company he 
introduc'd me to. 


HEN I was in Bed, I had Leiſure 

/V to conſider what Method to take, 
and how to live; for my Stock of Money 
was very little, and of Courſe could not 
laſt long in ſo expenſive a Place as London 
ſeem'd to be. I could not think of any 
Buſineſs to engage in, being brought up to 
none. I had ſome Learning, but not enough 


to live by; though ſufficient for a Gen- 


tleman, who was deſign'd to make no other 
Uſe of it, but to confute thoſe who durſt 
not contradict him. 

I was weary of inventing Means for my- 
ſelf, and reſolv'd to apply to young Sambert 
for Aſſiſtance ; whoſe Friendſhip, I was 
pretty confident, would help me with his 
Fortune at preſent, and perhaps engage me 
in ſome Office for my future Support. 
Beſides, my Vanity was not ſo depreſs'd, 
but I had Hopes of good Entertainment 
among the Women, if I could make my- 
ſelf once known, and perhaps compleat 
my Scheme of marrying a Fortune. 

With theſe fantaſtic Hopes I went to 
Sleep, but not to Reſt; for the Night was 


ſpent 
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ſpent in Dreams of Polly, in which I ſaw 
ſuch horrid 'Scenes, that made my Blood 
run cold. Methought ſhe ſtood by me, all 
pale and ghaſtly, with her Child bloody 
and ſtiff, extended in her Arms. I ſtarted 
from my Bed, and found myſelf all over 
in a cold Sweat; and, with much ado, con- 
vinc'd myſelf the Object was not ſtill in 
the Room. Again I ſlumber'd, again the 
horrid Phantom came; at which I got up 
and dreſs'd myſelf, being afraid to venture 
to ſleep again, leſt the Viſion ſhould repeat 
its Viſit. 

This Dream brought all my Polh*s Mi— 
ſeries afreſh into my Mind, and plung*d 
me into ſuch Perplexity of Thought, that 
I was almoſt diſtracted. I was in this Mood 
when my Landlord inform'd me Breakfaſt 
was ready, and the Taylor was come with 
my Cloaths. I went down Stairs; and, 
what with the chearful Humour of the Fa- 
mily, and the Pleaſure the Man had given 
me by the Alteration of my Dreſs, the me- 
lancholy Thoughts of Polly left me. 

Breakfaſt over, I dreſs'd. myſelf directly 
ſent for a Barber, who trim'd and 


ſer my Hair in the neweſt Faſhion ; that, 
when I look'd in the Glaſs, I hardly knew 
yell. 
Thus equip'd, I determin'd to find out 
Sambert, I did not know where he liv'd, 


but was pretty certain to learn that at ſome 
| 8 of 
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of the Taverns or Coffee-Houſes J had 


heard him mention, when he was in the 
Country. I aſk'd at many Places, all which 
acknowledg'd him for a Cuſtomer, but were 
quite Strangers to his Place of Abode; at 
length a Chairman inform'd me he liv'd at 
the Blue Lamp, in a Street near Red-Lyon- 
Square. Thither I went immediately; and, 
upon Enquiry, was told for Anſwer, They 
knew nothing of him.—Do#'t he lodge here? 
I replied. Yes, ſaid they, but we have not 
ſeen him this Week paſt, and perhaps he may 
not come Home for a Month : Adding, if 
you want to ſee him, your beſt Way will be 
to enquire at ſome of the Coffee-Houſes or 
Bagnios about Covent-Garden, for thers he 

ſpends moſt of bis Time, 
This Account kept up to the Character 
Sambert had given of himſelf ; for he was 
not only a great Rake, but proud of being 
ſo. I return'd to Covent-Garden, but with- 
out Hopes of finding my Friend; for 1 
had aſk'd at every Publick-Houſe there, 
before I found out his Lodging, ſo that a 

further Enquiry was needleſs, | 
I walk'd in the Piazza *till Two o'Clock, 
and had great Pleaſure in obſerving the odd 
Dreſſes and Behaviours of the Beau Monde. 
Among the reſt, I obſerv'd three Men 
walking together, that particularly engag'd 
my Attention. They were talking in fa 
high a Style, accompany'd with ſuch lofty 
F | 448. Action 8 
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Actions and manly Strides, that I was puzz- 
led to think what they could be. At laſt 
I heard two People going by, ſay they were 
Actors. This was enough to make me 
walk as near them as I could, as long as 
they ſtay'd; for I had always had a great 


Inclination to the Stage, though I had never 


ſeen any Performance of that Kind, better 
than what a Company of Country Strollers 
could produce. Yet my Idea of the Stage 
was great ; and I now took it in my Head, 
that I could make as conſiderable a Figure 
as any of thoſe I ſaw. I determin'd to go 
that Night to the Play; and, the next 
Morning, begin to practiſe my intende 
Vocation. 
I went to Dinner at an Eating-Houſe in 
the Strand; where every Thing was good 
and cheap, and the Company agreeable. I 
ſpent at leaſt three Hours at this Place, 
then return'd to the Piazza, with a Deſign 
to walk there an Hour, in Hopes of meet- 
ing Sambert; and, if I faild, to go and 


ſpend the Remainder of the Evening at the 


Play. As my Patience and Time were al- 
molt expir'd, Sambert came out of a Houſe, 
dreſt extremely gay, and was juſt ſtepping 
into a Chair. My Heart jump'd at the 
Sight, and I immediately (my Joy forget- 
ting Ceremony) ran up to him, and em- 
brac'd him; crying, My dear Sambert, 
how happy am 1 in mecting you, when I ſo 

little 


Jaſper Banks. 99 


little expected it | He ſtarted back; and, 
with a Coldneſs that amaz'd me, reply'd, 
Really, Friend, I dont know you. Soon as 
I could recolle& myſelf from the Confuſi- 
on this Strangeneſs put me in, I told him 
my Name, and where I had enjoy'd his 
Company. Upon this he ſeem'd to re- 
member me; and, taking me by the Hand, 
led me into the Houſe he was going out of. 

Notwithſtanding he was very complai- 
ſant when I inform'd him who I was, yet I 
was greatly diſappointed at the Recepti- 
on he gave me; for, though it was with 
great Ceremony, it wanted that Warmth 
and Freedom I expected from one, who, 
but a few Months before had profeſs'd ſo 
much Love and Friendſhip for me : Nay, 
even invited me to leave my Father, and 
ſhare his Fortune with him But, I 


believe, Sambert was one of thoſe common 


Profeſſors, who make Friendſhips for Con- 


veniency ; and never think of them again, 
*till they want them. 

He call'd for a Bowl of Arrack Punch ; 
which, before we had empty'd we began to 
to renew our former Intimacy. He aſk'd 
me many Queſtions ; among the reſt, what 
brought me to Town; how long I intended 
to ſtay; and whether the Old One (ſo he 
call'd my Father) and I were Friends. 
I made no Heſitation , but told him all 


that bad befel me, from the Time of my 
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Amour with Polly, to my being trick'd of 
my Money in London. He receiv'd my 
Tale with. a great deal of Laughter, but 
not one Jot of Pity; ſaying, he thought 
I had been very lucky, in getting rid of 
a troubleſome Wench, (as he call'd Polly ; ) 
that by leaving my Father, I had an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing the Town ; and, my 
being. taken in at my firſt Arrival, would 
teach me how to know Sharpers for the fu- 
ture. Thus did he think thoſe Misfortunes, 
which I look'd upon as almoſt inſupport- 
able, to be the moſt uſeful and greateſt Ad- 
vantages a young Fellow, that intends to 
wo Bay; could be Maſter of. 
/e ſpent the Evening where we firſt 
fat down; and, to prevent our growing 
dull, Sambert ſent for two or three of the 
moſt- famous Ladies of the Town, whoſe 
Nonſenſe and extravagant Behaviour I found 
highly- delighted my Friend, but had a 
quite contrary Effect upon me. Their un- 
ſeemly Geſtures, lewd Diſcourſe, and vici- 
ous Inclinations, inſtead of giving me Plea- 
fure, threw me into melancholy Reflecti- 
ons upon poor Polly; who, when compar'd 
with theſe Town Libertines, appear'd an 
Angel to me. I look'd with Horror on 
myſelf, when I found (by. ſome of cheſe 
| frolickſome Ladies giving a ſhort Hiftory 
of their Lives) that ſuch as I was, had in 
general, been the principal: Cauſe of their 
e! preſent 
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preſent Condition. They had all once been 
innocent, and moſt of them beautiful; till 
melted to Love by ſome young inſinuating 
Suiter, they loſt their Reputation, diſoblig'd 
their Friends, and, made deſperate by 
Deſpair, had baniſh'd all Principles of 
Virtue, and deſpis'd all the World could 
ſay of them.-----As they had onee been like 
Polly, I trembled to think that one Day 
Polly might be like them. 

My Friend took Notice of myMelancholy, 
and was for curing it, by pouring Bumper 
after Bumper of Punch down my Throat. 
But, alas! Liquor had no Effect: The 
Grief theſe ſerious Reflections had rais'd, 
had laid too faſt hold of ty Heart, to be 
remov*d ſo eaſily. 

In the Midſt of his Jollity, Sambert was 
call'd out of the Room by the Drawer; 
but he ſoon return'd, and brought in his 
Hand a Lady, of fine Appearance and great. 
Beauty. The Women all roſe at her En- 
trance, and paid her great Obeiſance, while 
Sambert introduc'd her to the Company by 
the Name of La Mour; adding, This La- 
dy, being upon a Prolick, defires to ſhare in 
our Pleaſure for the Evening. When ſhe 
had ſaluted the Women, Samberi handed 
her to me. As I was going to kiſs her, 
ſhe ſtarted back, and look'd ſtedfaſtly at 
me for Half a Minute, before ſhe ſuffer'd 
me to touch her Lips; and, as ſhe drew 

7 | 2 to 
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to her Chair, renew'd her Looks of Ob- 
ſervation. The particular Notice ſhe took 
of me, threw me into ſome Confuſion. I 
gaz'd too at her, but could nat recollect 
I had ever ſeen her before; though, by her 
Behaviour, any one would have judg'd I 
had been an old Acquaintance, ſhe had not 
ſeen for ſome Years. 

Converſation began, the Liquor went 
round, and every one ſeem'd to do their 
beſt to promote Mirth and Pleaſure. As 
to La Mour, ſhe was but ſparing of her 
Speech, but extravagant of her Looks, 
with which were all directed to me. The 
Reader may imagine, by what has gone 
before, my Vanity was not backward in 
aſſigning a Reaſon for this particular Ob- 
ſervation. 

After an Hour ſpent in this diſtant, ſi- 
Jent Converſation (as I may call it) ſhe 
drew a Chair, and fat down by me; and ſoon 
after, her Tongue began to explain the 
former Language of her Eyes. 

She began, by aſking me, Why I was ſo 
grave; adding, I am ſure you are in Love; 
Fit is with any Lady at this Table, I am 
ſure not one of them but what would be glad 
to make you happy? at leaſt, if they all think 
as I do, This kind Speech, from an en- 
tire Stranger, gave me ſuch a ſudden Tran- 
ſport, that made me incapable of replying : 


Which La Mour obſerving, immediately 
| catch'd 
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catch'd me by the Hand; and, ſqueezi 


it very hard, ſaid, in a Whiſper, Could any 


Woman be unkind to you 2-----Your Beauty 
and Behaviour were enough to attradt the 


could not fail to tickle the Ears of one fo 
yourtg and vain as myſelf. I, in return, 
prais'd her Beauty; calPd her by a Thou- 
ſand endearing Names; preſs'd and kiſs'd, 
*ill I had rais'd her up to ſuch a Pitch of 


| Inclination, that ſhe fairly declar'd, ſhe had 


a Liking to me from the Moment ſhe came 
into the Room. In ſhort, we were ſo pleaſing 
to each other, that we agreed to paſs the 
Night together. | 

Notwithſtanding my Fondneſs for this 
new Lady, I could not help being appre- 
henſive of ſome freſh Scrape I might be 
drawn into ; that there might be another 
Chaiſe to pay for; or ſome other unex- 
pected Demand, to draw away the ſmall 
Remains of my Caſh. 

Juſt as I was thinking of what might be 
the Confequence of this haſty Amour, an 
Incident happen'd that gave me Suſpicion 
it would end like the laſt-----It was this. 

While we were in the Height of Ex- 


pectation of the coming Pleaſures, the 


Drawer came in, and deliver'd a Note to 
Mrs. La Mour. Upon the Sight of it----I 
could not help crying out----- Aye, there ſhe 
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goes | ſome ſudden Accident, I ſuppoſe----Fare- 
well Lady !-----La Maur hearing ſome of 
theſe Words, aſk'd me, what I meant. As 
I did not care to let her know how I had 
been cheated, I turn'd it off, by ſaying, 
The Sight of that Letter frighted me, leſt 
any Occaſion ſhould prevent the Happineſs 
I promis'd myſelf in her Arms. 

No, no, ſaid ſhe, be at Eaſe; there 1s 
not any Bufineſs bas Power to binder me from 
my Pleaſures, You ſeem to miſtake my Cha- 
racter; but, when we are better acquainted, 
youll be of my Opinion. 

By this Time Sambert had ran through 
his Frolicks, and drank himſelf almoſt ſenſe- 
leſs. He fixt upon a Goddeſs for the Night, 
and retir'd with her into a private Chamber, 
Mrs. La Mour and I immediately follow'd 
their Example. -As for the reſt, I know 
not what became of them. 


CHAP. XVI. 


La Mour's Generoſity. She pays @ Vie 
fit — My Reflections in her Abſence, and 
the Leiter to my Fa:her. 


1 Had the good Fortune to pleaſe my 
Nymph ſo well, that ſhe expreſs'd the 
higheſt Satisfaction; adding, That this 
FRE | : Night's 
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Night's Adventure, ſhe was afraid, would 
rove fatal to her : For, ſaid ſhe, when ever 

I rake a Liking, I give all my Attention to 
' the dear Objeft of my Pleaſure. Then my 
Conſtancy, no Heroine ever exceeded, and I ex- 
pect the ſame from him I engage with, Now,. 

continued ſhe, if you - ſhould deceive me, and 
| fellow other Women, I know my Tempcr is 
ſo violent, that. Murder may be the Conſequence, 

This Caution, mixt with a Thouſand ten-- 
der Embraces and loving Expreſſions, gave 
me great Pleaſure. I was proud of being 
the Object of Eſteem of ſo fine a Woman, 
for now. I had more Leiſure to judge of 
her Perfections. The gloomy. Candles over 
Night hid half her Charms, but now the 
Morning Light ſhew*d me the fineſt Skin,. 
the moſt ſparkling Eyes, and regular. Set 
of Features, that ever adorn'd her Sex, or 
ſet the Heart of Man on fire. I gaz'd in 
Rapture, and ſcarce could think ſuch per- 
fect Harmony was mortal. | 

I fwore eternal Conſtancy, and printed 
every Oath upon her Lips: Nor did I think, 
at that Time, Life could be long enough 
to ſatisfy the warm Deſires this Beauty had 
inſpir'd. 

Before we parted ſhe told me where ſhe- 
liv'd, and inſiſted upon it that I ſhould call 
her Home my own; which Offer could not: 
be diſagreeable to one who had ſo little 
Caſh, and but one Suit of Cloaths in: the. 
E 3 World. 
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World.-----I accepted her Offer, and wait 
ed on her Home; which was to a large 
Houſe, in a Street not far from Golden. 
Square. It was furniſh'd in a moſt ſump- 
tuous and coſtly Taſte, which ſhew'd the 
Miſtreſs could not be a Perſon of mean 
Rank. An elegant Dinner was provided, 
and ferv'd up in a Manner ſuitable to the 
M .agnificence of the Dwelling. 

In the Midſt of this State I could not 
help taking Notice, that no Men-Servants 
appear'd. Several Maids came up; but 
nothing of the Male Sex but one poor Boy 
out of Livery, who ſeem'd to be about 
Ten Years old. This Circumſtance ſtruck 
me very ſtrongly, and made me think there 
was ſomething particular in this Lady's 
Condition, or ſhe would doubtleſs Seals 
had Equipage anſwerable to her Dreſs and 
Furniture. 

I made_ no publick Remark upon this 
Oddity, but gave Way to Love and Jolli- 
ty; which La Mour encourag'd, by a dif- 
play of every Charm that could promote 
Delight. Her Eyes were wanton, her Form 
adapted to the many pleaſing Tales ſhe 
told, ſhew'd itſelf in a Thouſand graceful 
Attitudes, and her Wit gave a general Re- 
lifh to the Whole. 


Three 
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3 * Three Days I ſpent in this Scene of Tran- 
1 ſport, without once thinking the World 
: had any other Pleaſure worth my Notice,--- 
£ But, upon Reflection, I found I was defi- 
cient in not waiting upon Sambert, and ac- 
quainting him with my good Fortune. Ac- 
cordingly I communicated my Thoughts 
to La Mour, who highly commended me 
for thinking of my Friend; adding, Pray, 
when you pay your own Reſpects to him, don't 
forget to offer mine: For, ſaid ſhe, if it had 
not been for him, I had never enjoy'd the Hap- 
pineſs of knowing my dear Jaſper.-----Here 
ſhe embrac'd and kiſs'd me; and, at the 
ſame Time, put a Ring upon my Finger, 
of great Value ; ſaying, Only to remember 
me, when I am abſent. | 
1 went to the old Haunts in ſearch of Sam- 
bert, but could not fee him *till near Two 
o'Clock ; for he had been upon his uſual 
Frolicks, and was not then enough awake 
| to liſten to a long Story, which I began to 
| tell: For I had ſcarce began to mention my 
Happineſs with La Mour, but he forc'd a. 
Smile, and cry'd, Jaſper, 1 wy you Fay--- 
ſtic to her, for, Faith, h is a good 
agreeabl? Wench------ And then. turn'd from 
me, calling out for ſome cold Water ta. 
waſh his Head. 
The Indifference my Friend ſhew'd t@ 
the Account of my Succeſs with La Au 
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a little vext me : However, after ſome Con- 
ſideration, I concluded it proceeded rather 
from Envy, than any real Cauſe he had 
to think it leſs fortunate than I did. I left 
him without much Ceremony, and return'd 
to Dinner with my dear La Mour. 
We regal'd, as uſual, with great Splen- 
dor and Mirth. In the Evening ſhe told 
me, ſhe was oblig'd to viſit a Lady in the 
next Square, who had been abſent from 
Town two Years, and was but juſt return'd 
to it; ſaying, My dear Jaſper, don't go out, 
but try to divert yourſclf till I come back, 
which ſhan't be long; for I will only juſt pay 
my Compliments, and return immediately, Here 
ſhe open'd a Cabinet full of Books, and 
defired I would amuſe myſelf with them in 
her Abſence. 

She was no ſooner gone than I ſat down, 
and began to contemplate on my preſent 
Happineſs, in being, when I had nothing but 
a proſpect of Poverty before me, ſo ſuddenly 
in Poſſeſſion of Plenty, Love, and Beauty, 
Theſe Reflections were pleaſing, but were 
aitended with ſuch melancholy Ideas of the 
miſerable Condition Polly might be in, that 
fill'd my Mind with Horror. All the Com- 
fort I could form, was, that Fortune might. 
perhaps have been as kind to her, and giv- 
en her equal Happineſs. 


When 
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When once the Mind is ting'd with 
Melancholy, a Thouſand gloomy Fancies 
roll one upon another, in a long Train of 
ſucceeding Tortures. So was it now with 
me; among the reſt, one Circumſtance, 
which had hitherto eſcap'd me, was the 
Trouble my Baſeneſs muſt have plung'd the 
poor Fellow in, from whom took the Mo- 
ney when I ſet out from my Father's. Per- 
haps, thought I, my Father may imagine 
he has defrauded him of it ; and, being of 
a haſty Diſpoſition, may have thrown him 
into Jail, where he may linger ont a Life in 
Miſery and Want. Am net then the Mur- 
derer? Yes, certaiply. My Conſci- 
ence was too juſt to hide that Truth from 
me. Or ſhould this Man meet leſs 
Severity from my Father, and only be 
turn'd from his Service, with a doubtful 
Character, may he not endeavour to clear 
his Honeſty, find me out, and proſecute 
me for the Robbery, for indeed it was no 
better. Theſe Reflections ſo ſhock*d and 
frighten'd me, that I was incapable of devi- 


ſing Means to prevent theſe fatal Conſe- 


quences. 

Had I been Maſter of it, I would imme- 
diately have ſent the Money Home to my 
Father; but, as this was out of my Power, I 
was oblig' d to think further. 


I was 
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I was ſtrongly tempted to diſpoſe of the 
Ring La Mour had preſented me with, to 
heal this great Flaw in my Character ; but I 
conſider'd, to part with a Thing given me 
in Love, and put upon my Finger as a Re- 
membrance of the Donor, would ſhew fo 
mean, ſo pitiful a Behaviour, that a Wo- 
man of La Mour's Spirit muſt deſpiſe me 
for it. 

At length I determin'd to write a Letter 
to my Father, with a full Acknowledg- 
ment of the Fraud, and enjoin him to fa- 
vour the poor F ellow, who was entirely in- 
nocent of any Deceit, or bad Deſign in the 
Affair. The Purport of my Letter was as. 
follows : 


. 


S you have always ſeem'd willing to 
puniſh the Innocent (as the unjuſt Re- 
ſentment you have taken againſt me can prove) 
| { think ut my Duty to relate the Truth of an 


Affair, that, in all Likelibood, your Paſſion 
will not 22 you to believe, or even hear, 


from a Perſon now in your Power. I there- 


fore inform you, that Harry's Caution and 
Care were the only Means that made me Ma- 
fter of that ſmall Matter of Caſh you had en- 
truſted him with. He could not find the Per- 
fon you had ſent him to, in order to pay him 
for be PSY you had purchasd, but was re- 
turning 
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turning with the Money. In the Way, he got 
into a Quarrel, juſt as I happen'd to be going 
by. He immediately engag d his Antagoniſt ; 
and, to ſecure your Property, put it into my 
Hands, with which, as before had reſolv'd 
never to return Home, I made off : And, if 
il was a Crime, impute it to your own Cruelty, 
that could thruſt an only Son out of your 
Doors, expoſing his Character to the Cenſure 
of the World, and his Morals to be eaten up 
by that undermining Moth of Honeſty and Vir- 
tue, extream Poverty, —1 don't fend this t9 
defire any Favour or Protection from you for 
myſelf, but to clear an innocent Man, who 
may ſeverely feel the Weight of your unjuſt 
Reſentment. Do him Tuſlice, and never thin 

of your abandon'd, hard-us'd Son, xs 
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Juſt as! had ſeal'd my Letter, La Mour 
came in. I ſaw ſhe immediately caſt her 
Eyes upan it; but, as ſhe ſaid nothing, I 
put it into my Pocket without any farther 
Notice, and began to aſk her after the 
Lady ſhe had been to viſit. Her Anſwers 
were not ſo explicit as I expected. They 
were no other than She's very well---Grown 
fat fince ſhe has been out of Town----She's al- 
ways eaſy---- Nothing to trouble her.--- Theſe 


broken Sentences made me apprehend 
ſome- 
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ſomething had ruffled her, fo I forbore 
making any farther Enquiries. 
We fat down and ſupp'd, and La Mour 
kept Silence for ſome Time : At length, 
not being any longer able to contain; ſhe 
faid, Dear Jaſper, you make me uncaſy. 1 
was ſurpriz dd at what ſhe ſaid, and dehrd 
ſhe would explain herſelf; upon which 
ſhe went on thus Don't you know that 
Fealouſy is as common an Atteudant upon 
Love, as Avarice upon Age; and that the 
Sight of a Letter, in the Hands of thoſe we 
are fond of, would alarm a Woman of a more 
eaſy Temper than myſelf : Now if you have a 
Mind to quiet me, let me read that Paper you. 
bad juſt ſeaPd when I came in. 

I made ſome little Pauſe at this Requeſt, 
being unwilling to expoſe that wicked Acti- 
on I had been guilty of, in robbing the 
Footman. Before I could frame an Anſwer, 
La Mour burſt into Tears; and would-have 
work'd herſelf up into great Paſſion, if 1 
had not immediately put a ſtop to it, by 
breaking open the Letter, and letting her. 
read the Contents. When ſhe had finiſh'd, 
ſhe ſmil'd, and return'd it me; ſaying, 
A dear Jaſper, I am angry with you for two 
Reaſons : The firſt, for concealing your Cir- 
cumſtances from me; and the other, for being 
unwilling to ſhew me a Letter, that has con- 
vinc'd me of your Honour and honeſt Heart. 
With theſe Words, ſheretir'd into a I. ; 

and, 
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and, when ſhe return'd, put a Purſe into 
my Hands, ſaying, There, Jaſper, never 
want Money while I can command it. So 
turn'd the Diſcourſe and talk'd of indiffe- 
rent Things, while her good Humour re- 
turn'd, and we finiſh'd the Evening in 
Love and Rapture. 

The next Day I went and diſcharg'd my 
Lodging, for I found La Mour reſolv'd not 
to let me he a Night out of her Houſe. 
Then I bought ſome Holland for Shirts, 
order'd ſome new Cloaths, and every Thing 
fit for a Gentleman to appear in. All 
this I could now afford, for the Contents of 
the Purſe La Mour had preſented me with 

were very conſiderable, being no leſs than 
| fixty Broad Pieces. 

I ſent the Letter to my Father, with the 
Addition of a ſmall Pofiſcript, to this Ef- 
fect : If he would favour me with a Line, di- 
refted to A. M. at the Bedford-Head, near 
Covent-Garden, to inform me to whom F 
fbould return the Money, him or the Servant 
[ defrauded, it ſhould be ſent accordingly. 

My Mind was now at Eaſe; and I en- 
joy'd, in full Perfection, the Pleaſures La 
Mour was every Hour providing for me. 

I had hitherto kept my Adventures a Se- 
cret from La Mour, all but that one Cir- 
cumſtance of taking the Money from the 
Footman ; which ſhe would not have 
known, had ſhe not iniiited upon ſeeing 

ay 
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my Letter : But I had never yet acquainted 
her with the real Cauſe of leaving my Fa- 
ther, only told her he was an odd-temper'd 
Man, and that I rather choſe to ſeek my 
Fortune, than ſubmit to his Humour. Nor 
did ſhe know me by any other Name than 
Buckler, which JI aſſum'd when I firſt took 
my Lodging. This was a neceſſary Cauti- 
on, leſt ſome of my Father's Friends might 
diſcover me, for I knew he had a large Ac- 
quaintance in London. 

But our Intimacy was now fo great, and 
the Confidence I had in La Mour's Worth 
and Generofity ſo rooted, that I made no 

Scruple of telling her every Particular of 
my Life, except one, which was the re- 
maining Paſſion I had for Polly; for not- 
withſtanding my preſent Happineſs with 
La Mour, Polly ſtill linger'd in my Fancy, 
and was the real Miſtreſs of my Heart. 

When I had done, La Mour expreſs'd 
the greateſt Marks of Pity for my Misfor- 
tunes, and ſeem'd highly exaſperated againſt 
the Lady I met with on the Road, ſaying, 
A Treatment of this Sort is enough to make 

you hate the Sight of Woman : But, I hope, 
it will be in my Power to make you Amends 
for this wicked Woman's Baſeneſs, and a 
little retrieve the Honour of my Sex; and 
make you ſenſi that all Women are not 

alike 
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alike deceitful, but that Love has more Influ- 


ence over ſome than Intereſt. 

La Mour then aſk'd me a thouſand Que- 
ſtions concerning my Family, and was par- 
ticularly inquiſitive about Polly : As how 
old ſhe was what hes. of her— 
whether ſhe was brought to Bed and 
the like ; all which I anſwer'd, to the beſt 
of my Knowledge, with the utmoſt Since- 
rity. She ſeem'd to feel greatly for the 


poor unfortunate Polly, and even dropt a 


Tear in Pity of her Diſtreſs. Her Tender- 
neſs for that unfortunate Girl gave me more 
Pleaſure, than any of her former Bounties 
to me; and, to confirm her good Nature, 
ſhe cry'd out in an Extacy of Grief, 7 
would give an Hundred Pounds to find her 
out, that I might relieve and cheriſh her. 
Then turning to me, in a foft affectionate 
Voice, ſaid, Any Thing my dear Jaſper re- 
garded foould never feel Diftreſs, if I could 
prevent tt, This Declaration fo charm'd 
me, that Ea Mour feem'd to me a thou- 
ſand Times more beautiful than ever— 
So much I was delighted with every Thing 


that ſnew'd the leaſt Tenderneſs for Pul- 
ly. 


CHAT 
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CHAP. XVIL 


La Mour gives ſome Account of berſelf. 1 
T recerve an Anſwer to my Letter. Harry's 
Condition. 


] N Return for my Story, Ta Monr gave 
me a little Account of herſelf, and 
Preſent Circumſtances, in the following 
Manner : 

do not imagine, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, he 
Place you ſaw me in laſt Night, could either 
raiſe your Opinion of my Characler or Undaer- 
flanding But what ever you may think, I 
3 you, I don't uſually frequent ſuch 

ouſes. Jam at preſent plac'd in a Conditt- 
on above them, and ſhould have never enter 4. 
the Door, had not my Obligations to the Perſon 
who keeps it oblig'd me. Next, I am cer- 
tain, I muſt appear to you of a very loſe In- 
clination, ſo ſoon to yield to your Deſires. 
This is not cuſtomary with me neither, nor 
can I account how I came ſo eafily vanquiſb d; 
but, the Moment [ ſaw you, ſomething ſtrucꝶ 
me with ſuch uncommon Deſires, that neither 
Reaſon or Prudence could maſter : And though 
J run great Hazards by this raſh Action, no 
teſs than the Forfeit of my whole Fortune, I 
muſt indulge my Inclinations, though my Rum 
be the Conſequence. 


I was: 


4 
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ES, a «a. 8 


Jaſper Banks. 117 


J was much ſurpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, 
and told her, I hop'd ſhe would never ſuf- 
fer upon my Account; that I would run 
any Hazards, or encounter any Danger, 
rather than break in upon her Happineſs. 
She reply'd, Dont be uneaſy, nor let 
what I have ſaid frighten you from any Plea- 
ſure my Perſon or Fortune can afford you; 
only mind the Cautions I may ſoon have Rea- 
ſon to give you, and 1 ſhall be ſecure Be 
conflant in your Aﬀettions, and I muſt be hap- 


Ty promis'd to obey her in every Circum- 
ſtance, and ſooner part with Life than en- 
danger her Fortune or Reputation, or ne- 
glect her Love. May, continu'd ſhe, 74 15 
PIYfible theſe Cautions are needleſs, but I have 
ſome Friends and Relations, whom 1t 1s not my 
Intereſt to offend; and, when they come to 
Town, IL. ſhall be oblig'd to a Behaviour that 
would ſurprize you, had you not been told my 
Fortune 1s not wholly at my own Command, 
Ob ! my dear Jaſper, added ſhe, embracing 
me, ¶ it was, what a Scheme of Happineſs 
could I propoſe ! 

In two Days my new Cloaths came Home 
and ſome of my Linen, in which I dreis'd 
myſelf; and, after I had din'd with La 
Mour, who was highly delighted with the 
Alteration my new Accoutrements made in 
me, I went to viſit my Friend Sami ert. I 


found him, as uſual, encompaſs'd with a 
Number 
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s and Rakes, all pre- 
paring to go to the Play. He ſeem'd pleas'd 
to ſee me, and would have had me of their 
Party; but Texcus'd myſelf, not caring, as 
La Mour had declar'd her Diſlike of ſuch 
Company, to let her know, by any Acci- 
dent, that I would engage in it. Sambert 
laugh'd at my Folly for parting with ſuch 
good Company (as he call'd it) ſaying, Here's 
a young Fellow, that has not known what a 
Woman was 'till within this half Year, and 
now pretends to Conflancy! Zoons ! Lad, 
continu'd he, you ſhould do as I do; fall in 
Love with every new Pace you ſee, and never 
think of one Woman twice. This was fol- 
low'd by a great Roar of Mirth from all 
the Company, except one Lady; who 
highly reſented the Declaration Sambert 
had made, and very genteely hit him a Box 
o' th* Ear; calling him a thouſand Villains, 
and faithleſs Scoundrels. This drew the 


whole Attention of the Company; but how 


the Quarrel ended I can't tell, for in 
the Midſt of it I ſtole off, and return'd 
Home to La Mour. 

In ahout ten Days, I went to the Tavern 
T had appointed, and found an Anſwer to 


my Letter : But not from my Father, but 


from an old Man that had formerly been a 
Serjeant under him ; and being old and in 
Neceflity, my Father had, in Conſiderati- 


on of his former 8 admitted him 


into 


. 


. 8 
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into his Family, employing him as a Clerk 
in any little Affair he had to tranſact, — The 


Letter was as follows : 


My dear young Maſter, 


I Little thought it would ever be in my Pot- 
er to ſerve you, or that 1 ſhould ever think 
it my Duty to diſobey your Father*s Commands 
Which I now find it is, ſince his Cruelty has 
not only driven you from the tender Succour 
of your Parents, which Youth muſt fland in 
Need of, but alſo refuſes you the ſmall Boon 
you beg in your Letter, of giving you an Op- 
portunity of clearing your Honour and freeing 
an innocent young Man from Bondage. 


Upon reading your Letter, your Father 
broke out into the moſt extravagant Imprecati- 
ons on you,; call'd you all the opprobrious 
Names that Paſſion could invent; and tho I 
urg'd, as far as durſt, his returning you an 
Anſwer, he poſitively refus d it, ſaying, 
„No, he's a Thief, and Confederate with 
% that Scoundrel now in Jail, and I hope 
„ the Scandal will reſt upon him for ever.” 
1 then begg'd I might write to you; that he 
likewiſe forbid, on For feit of his Favour. Not- 
withſtanding 1 have ventur'd to give you the 
following Account of what happend here ſince 
your Abſence, in Confidence your Honour will 
never betray it to my Prejudice. 

You 
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You had not been long gone, before I met 
Harry, with great Impatience, enquiring for 
you. Seeing his Confuſion, I aſk'd him what 
was the Matter. He then told me of the Skir- 
miſh he had had, and that you had got his 
Money ; ſaying, * If he ſhould fee his Fa- 

ther . find him, give him the Mo- 
& ney, and tell him how he came by it, 
my Maſter will turn me out of Doors 
« -cirectly.” t he did, it 
& would be no more Non what he had done 
* by his Son. Poor Jaſper, ſaid J, is diſ- 
& carded; and whither he's wander'd, 
“ none can tell.“ 

Harry, at this News, ſtood for ſome Mi- 
nutes amaz*d, and then burſt into Tears; 
Saying, © II find him out, or never return 
„ again.” 

Three Days the poor Man was gone; when 
your Pather renew d his Paſſion, and beliey'd 
that he was concern'd with you to rob him, 
Your Mother now began to take your Part, and 
accus d your Father of Cruelty and Injuſtice, 
which has occaſion d great Diſcord in the Fa- 
mil 

Ur Spencer did what he could to recon- 
cile their Differences, but in vain; for every 
Hour the Diſpute grew higher. 

I bile this was doing at Home, Polly's Fa- 
ther was very active in Search of Harry; 
who, from what your Father had hinted, he 

bekiey'd 
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believ'd knew where you had conceal d bis 
Daughter. "a : 

By tbe Vigilance of Mr. Rowe, on the fifth 
Day, Harry was taken and brought home 
in Triumph. He was immediately carry'd be- 
fore a Magiſtrate, and would have been try'd 
as a Robber, had not the Juſtice ſhewn more 
Humanity than your Father. However, an 
Action of Debt was taken out, and poor Har- 
ry ſent to Jail; where he now les, and very 
likely may die there, unleſs you find ſome ſpeedy 
Means to releaſe him: For he's very poor, 
and would periſh for Want, if ſome of the 
neighbouring Servants did not privately convey 
Food to him. 

This is the Situation of Affairs at preſent, 
which 1 think is neceſſary you ſhould know, but 
beg you will conceal him that inform'd you. 
This is all, but my. hearty Wiſhes for your Pro- 
ſperity and Welfare, which I will daily beg of 


Heaven to grant, 


From your dutiful Servant, 
EpWARD HULSTON, 


P. 8. Pray don't write to me, for if your Let- 
ter ſhould by any Chance fall into my Ma- 
 feer's Hands, I am undone. ve 
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It is impoſſible to expreſs the Grief this 
Letter gave me, I felt ſeverely for poor 
Harry's Sufferings, and reſolv'd to relieve 
him immediately. I went Home and com- 
municated the Letter to La Meur, whoſe 
good Nature propos'd to fend a Man and 
Horſe down with the Money next Morn- 
ing; and a handſome Preſent beſides, as 
ſome Amends for what he had ſuffer'd. 
This was accordingly ſettled that Night, a 
Man provided, with Orders to ſet out ear- 
ly in the Morning, and ſee every Thing 
diſcharg'd, and to give the unfortunate. 
Harry Ten Guineas for his Pocket; but not, 
eee any Account, to mention the Perſon 

he came from. 

One Afternoon La Mour ſhew' d me all 
her Diamonds and Trinkets, and a fine 
Collection ſhe had. Among the reſt was a 
moſt beautiful Repeating-Watch, which ſhe. 
made me a Preſent of. I was unwilling to 
accept of it, becauſe I thought it was what 
ſhe wore herſelf: But ſhe ſoon convinc'd 
me of my Miſtake, by ſhewing me one of 
the moſt curious Pieces of Mechaniſm I 
had ever ſeen; and fo richly adorn'd with 
Diamonds, that a leſs ignorant Perſon than 
myſelf might have thought it worth a hand- 


* Fortune. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


T and Sambert, with La Mour and her 
Friend, make a Party of Pleaſure'to Can- 
terbury Vb the odd Incidents that 


happen d. 


B OUT this Time La 1 ex- 

preſs'd a Deſire ſhe had to ſee Can- 
terbury; ſaying, She had heard there were 
a great many Antiquities, well worth Ob- 
ſervation, I was ready to accompany her 
any where; beſides, I lik'd this Expediti- 
on well, as it would at the ſame Time ſa- 
tisfy my own Curiolity. La Mour obſer- 
ved, it would add to the Pleaſure of the 
Journey, if we could get an agreeable 
Friend or two to bear us Company. I told 
her I was not acquainted with any Body but 
Sambert; and I was afraid his debauch'd 
Diſpoſition would rather take away, than 
add any Pleaſure to our Expedition. Never 
mind, ſaid La Mour, if we once get him 
char of his Compamons, we ll make him do as 
we would have bim; adding, That if I 
would endeavour to engage him, ſhe had a 
Lady that ſhe was ſure, at her Requeſt, 
would make one in the Party, _ 

As Sambert continu'd in his Irregularities, 
it was ſome Hours before I could find him; 
and, with great Difficulty, I preyail'd with 
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to bear us Company. However, at laſt he 
conſented; promis' d to Breakfaſt with me 
Next Morning at La Mour's, from whence 
we were to ſet out. 

That Evening the Lady, who was to ac- 
company us in our Journey, whoſe Name 
was Parrot, came to La Mour's, in order 
to lie there that Night, that ſhe might be 


ready in the Morning. 


Mrs. Parrot was a Woman of fine Sta- 
ture and good Features, a clear fine Skin 


and pretty laughing Eyes, and ſeem'd to 


be about Five and Twenty. At Supper ! 
found ſhe had a great deal of Mirth and 
Pleaſantry in her Diſpoſition, without the 
leaſt Tincture of Affectation. By her Diſ- 
courſe I perceiv'd ſhe was a Widow, and 
Had a Boy that was at School at Canterbury, 
which was the chief Reaſon of her going 
Thither ; and, being willing to ſee the Child, 
had perſwaded La Mour to bear her Com- 


a Þany. 


We ſpent the Night pleaſantly ; and, 
when ſhe was retir d to her Chamber, La 
Mour was very particular in aſking my 
Opinion of her Friend. Tis true, I 
thought her quite agreeable, but was afraid 
to declare ſo much to my Lady, leſt I ſhould 
alarm the Jealouſy ſo natural to her Temper. 
I anſwer'd with ſich Indifference, and ſpoke 
ſo ſlightingly of her Perſon and Beauty, as 
could not poſlibly give Lz Mour the leaſt 
| | | | Thought 
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Thought that Fhad any Inclination towards 
her, which made her perfectly eaſy. 
Sambert came early to his Appointment, 
which was a Matter of Wonder to me; for 
it was great Odds, but he had got drunk 


over Night, and never thought of it again. 
After Breakfaſt two Chaiſes came to the Door. 
We put La Mour and Mrs. Parrot into 


one, and Sambert and I follow'd in the 


other. 


We ſtopt ſeveral Times upon the Road, 
and every one ſeem'd- pleas d with their 
Journey. About Two o'Clock we put up 
at a great Inn, and had a moſt. elegant 
Dinner; which, being over, we prepar'd to 
purſue our Journey, when Sambert ſaid, it 
would add much to our Pleaſure, if the 


Women were divided. Accordingly I rode 
with La Mour, and Sambert took Mrs. Par- 
rot into his Chaiſe. | 


Nothing, that I obſerv'd, happen'd upon 


the Road ; but, when we alighted at Can- 
terbury, I perceiv'd Mrs. Parrot was great- 


ly out of Humour, and look*d as if ſhe had 


been crying, nor was Sambert in leſs Con- 
fuſion. I had. not Time to reflect, before 
Mrs. Parrot burſt out, and ſaid to La Mour, 
Madam, 1 did not think you would have brought 
me into ſuch Company, — 
La Mour and I ſtood amaz'd, while Mrs. 
Parrot went on, accuſing Sambert of uſin 
her with great Indecency in the Chaiſe, and 
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126 The Hiſtory of 
talking to her in a Style ſhe had not been 
us*d to. La Mour, was oblig'd to take her 
Friend's Part, and flew upon Sambert. In 
ſhort, one Word brought on another, *til} 
the Quarrel grew ſo high, that I believe the 
two Women would have beat Sanbert, if I 
had not prevented them. 

I got Sambert out of the Room, and then 
us'd all my Eloquence to pacify the enrag'd 
Heroines; urging, My Friend was not 
himſelf, having drank too freely upon the 
Road : Which indeed was the Cale, for he 
was ſo pleas'd with his Company and 
Journey, that he call'd for a Bottle at al- 
molt every handſome Inn he came to. 
There are a Sort of People that, when they 
are pleas'd, will ſacrifice their Senſes to ſhew 
their Satisfaction ; and never think their De- 
light compleat, "ll they have put themſelves 
beyond the Power of enjoying it. 

With. much ado I brought the Women 
into tolerable Temper ; but, while I was 
attoning for paſt Errors, Sambert was run- 
ning into new ones. I was making Peace 
within, and he was declaring War without, 
The Caſe was this : The Room we 
were in was on the Ground-Floor, next the 
Garden; where four young Sparks from 
London were walking, and over-heard all 
our Diſpute. Sambert, when I turn'd him 
out of the Room, took a Walk in the Gar- 
den; and one of theſe Sparks, as he walk'd 
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by them, ſaid to his Companion, Fom, I 
fancy that is the Raviſher, No ſure, reply'd 
the other, he looks more like a Girl than a 
Man. Sambert, hearing this, reſented it; 
and, from high Words, fell to Blows. I 
heard the Noiſe ; and, looking out, ſaw two 
Fellows belabouring my Friend moſt un- 
mercifully. I immediately jump'd out of 
the Window, and ran to his Reſcue. They 
no ſooner found on which Side I belong'd, 
than one of them attack'd me. As I was 
young, and did not want for Strength, with 
one Blow I felb'd my Antagoniſt to the 
Ground; another coming to his Aſſiſtance, 
we had a tight Struggle for ſome Minutes, 
and three or four Falls on each Side. The 
Women, ſeeing this: general Combat, 
ſcream'd out, and alarm*d all the Inn. The 
Landlord, who was an Officer, interpos'd 
with his Anthority, and put an End to the 
Battle, and then examin'd - nicely into the 
Cauſe of it. 3 3 

Upon Enquiry, the four young Fellows 
were highly to blame, which at firſt I did 
not think; for as Sambert was tipſy, and 
fond of Riots I 1magined he had began this 
FTumult for a little F un, as he us'd to call 
it. 


Every Thing had ended here over a Glaſs 
of Wine, if it had not been for the Obſti- 
nacy of one young Man; who would give 
no Satisfaction, or make any Conceſſion, 
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but inſiſted upon going before a Magj- 
ſtrate. 8 

Accordingly, as ſoon as we had clean'd 
ourſelves from the Blood and Dirt each 
Combatant had got in the Fray, we all pre- 
par'd to go before the Mayor. The Man I 
firſt ſtruck was terribly hurt, for the Blow 


had ſwelPd one Eye greatly; and, by Ac- 


cident, falling againſt a Stone, had rais'd a 
large Lump upon his Head. Sambert was 
bruis'd from Head to Foot; his Eyes 
fwell'd, his Head broke, and his Leg torn 
in a deſperate Manner. 

The Mayor receiv'd us very handſomely, 
not with that magiſterial Aſpect which ſome 
Civil Officers aſſume ; which frights the 
Innocent, and tells the Judicious, that 
_ is referred to Ignorance, and her 

cales held by partial Pride. He heard the 
Complaints on both Sides, with great Pati- 
ence; and, after confidering for a few Mi- 
nutes, ſaid to his Servant, Bring me the 
News-Paper of laſt Wedneſday. 

Theſe Words ſtruck me with more Horror 
than I had ever yet known. My whole Frame 
was in Agitation; and while he perus'd the 
Paper, and caſt his Eyes about, I grew hot 
and cold by inſtantaneous Changes ; for it 
ſtruck immediately into my Mind, that my 
Father, or the poor Servant I had wrong'd 
(for though I had repair'd the Injury, I yet 
had receiv*d no Anſwer from him) had - 

* vertis'd. 
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vertis'd me, and that the Mayor had diſco- 
ver'd me from the Deſcription. 

After a few Minutes, he aſk'd one of 
the Combatants, he who firſt attack*d Sam- 
bert, what his Name was. The Fellow 
ſeem'd all Confuſion, and reply'd Wall- 
worth, I am afraid, Friend, ſaid the Mayor, 
that is not your Name; for, by this De- 
ſcription, which anſwers every Mark and Fea- 


ture of you, you ſhould be the Man that rob- 


bed the Gentleman by Acton. The Man, up- 
on this Charge immediately ſunk down, 
which confirm'd the whole Company in the 
Mayor's Opinion. He was order'd into the 
Yard for Air; and, in his Abſence, the 
Mayor examin'd his Companions. They 
were all in one Story ; which was, That all 
the Acquaintance they had with him was 
made upon the Road; that he fell into Con- 
verſation with them, within eight Miles of 
Canterbury; and when they came to the Inn, 
begg'd to dine with them; ſaying, He was 
a lone Man, had no Acquaintance in the 
Town, and ſhould be dull for want of Com- 
pany. This they conſented to; and, find- 
ing him a pleaſant Companion, had ſpent the 
whole Day with him, 

This Tale would not have prevail'd with 
the Mayor to releaſe them, had they not 
ſent for ſome reputable Tradeſmen of the 


Place; who vouching for their Characters. 
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130 The Hiſtory of 
the Juſtice, after taking down their Names 
and Places of Abode, diſmiſs'd them. 

By this Time the Spark accus'd, by the- 
Care of the Servants, was recover. and 
brought again before the Mayor, and his 
Pockets being ſearch'd, in them were found 
two Piſtols Toaded with a Brace of Balls 
each; beſides a Watch, with all the Marks 
_ advertis'd in the Paper. Upon this he was 
ſent to Jail, and Sambert and I return'd to 
Our Inn. 

The Joy La Mour expreſs'd at our Re- 
turn from this troubleſome Affair, as ſhe ap- 
prehended it would prove, renew'd the good 
Humour of the Company. Mrs. Parrot 
forgot her Reſentment, and Sambert receiv'd 
a full Pardon. 

This Incident of the Highwayman, and 
the unexpected Diſcovery of him, furniſh'd 
us with Converſation enough for that Night. 
About Twelve o'Clock we parted, (as we 
thought) to our Repoſe; but Sambert, who 
had always ſome wicked Scheme in his 
Head, ſoon brought himſelf into freſh 
Troubles, and rouz'd us from our Beds to 
ws Part with him, as the next Chapter will 
relate. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Sambert draws us into-freſh Troubles. 


ABOUT Two o' Clock in the Morn- 

ing we were wak'd out of our Sleep, 
by the moſt hideous Screams I had ever 
heard. I jump'd out of Bed; and, running 
into the Gallery into which our Room open- 
ed, the firſt Figure I could diſtinguiſh, by 
a few Lanthorns that were brought up by 
the Hoſtlers this Clamour had awak'd, was 
Sambert quite naked, and a great luſty Fel- 
low laying on him with a Stick moſt unmer- 


cifully; Upon the Sight of my Friend's 


being engag'd, I ruſh'd in between him 
and his Antagoniſt, with nothing on but 
my Shirt and Breeches. I would have part- 
ed them, but the Fellow kept fait hold of 
Sambert; and, upon my endeavouring to 
free him, ſtruck at me. I return'dit; and, 
at laſt, without enquiring into the Cauſe, 
threw him over the Rail of the Gallery into 
the Yard, where by this Time all the Paſ= 
ſengers in the Inn, and the People living 
round it, were aſſembled. 

The Fellow was no ſooner down than he 


gave a great Groan, and the People cry'd 


out he was kill'd. Sambert and 1 were im- 
mediately ſeiz'd, and conducted into the 


Kitchen as Priſoners, with a great Number 
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of People to guard us. Some in their 
Shirts, others Half dreſs'd ; and La Mour 
and Mrs. Parrot attended, with nothing on 
but a looſe Gown apiece. | 

The firſt Thing to be done was to enquire 
into the Wounds the Man had receiv'd, that 
I threw over the Rails. A Surgeon was 
ſent for ; who, after a long Examination, 
declar'd his Shoulder was ſlipt, but would 
foon be fet to rights. I was glad to hear 
this, for the very Sound of Murder laid to 
my Charge gave me great Terror. 

After the Surgeon had enquir'd who was 
to pay him (which I immediately anſwer'd 
to) he went to work, put proper Remedies: 
to the diſabled Hero, and fet him down in 
a Chair by tee Fire-Side 3 which was no 
fooner done, than Sambert deſir'd ſome Aſſi- 
ſtance from the ſame Hand, for indeed he 
was miſerably bruis'd. When he was dreſs'd 
and patch'd up with Plaiſters, like a Stage- 
Hero after a Prize at Back-Sword, we be- 
gan to enquire into the Occaſion of this ſud- 
den Uproar. 

This Enquiry made almoſt as much 
Noiſe as the Fray had done; for every one 
was aſking Qneſtions, but no Body ready to 
make any Anſwers. As for Sambert, we 
could get nothing out of him; but, I can't 
tell I don*t know—1T am ſure ] offended. none 
And then ended with crying out, his 
Wounds pain'd him. 

Theſe 
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Thefe evaſive Anſwers ſo provok'd the 
Landlord, that he flew out, and ſwore he 
would ſend every Man to Jail, if they did 
not tell the Truth, and clear the Affair up: 
For, added he, my Houſe will get an ill 
Name, and Paſſengers will be afraid to come 
into it for fear of having their Bones broke. 
You, Sirrah,. continued he, to the poor 
lam'd Fellow in the Chair, if you dont tell 
me bow you came engag d in that Manner, PII 
make an Example of you for diſturbing my 
Houſe. 

The Fellow, frighten'd at the Landlord's 
Threats gave us the following Account: 
T was hir'd, ſaid he, by the old Lady that 
came laft Night from Dover, who formerly 
knew me: when I was a Footman there, to 
watch under the Gallery where ſhe was to lie; 
for ſhe told me ſhe had upwards of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds about her, which ſhe was going 
to London with, in order to buy ſome Lottery 
Tickets ; and, as ſhe was alone, ſhe was afraid 
ſome Thieves might get into her Room, and rob 
her of her Money. This I promis*d to do, and 
ſhe gave me Five Shillings to engage my Dili- 
gence, Now in the Night I heard her ſcream 
out; and, upon running to her Aliſtance, I 
found that Gentleman (pointing to Sambert) 
and ſhe ſtruggling, neither of them having any 
Thing on but a Shirt and Shift. I immediately 
fell upon the Gentleman (whom I took for a 
Thief) and ſoon got the better of him; and 
1 W aS 
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was laying on him with my Stick, when that 
Gen leman (meaning me) came in, and reſcued 
him. We began to buffet; and in the Struggle, 
he threw me cver the Rail, by which V. "ail [ 
received theſe Wounds, © 

This Account was pretty plain; but what 
brought Sambertt or the Lady naked into the 
Gallery, was a Point that ſtill wanted clear- 
ing. The Lady was called for, to ſatisfy 
us in this Particular (for Sambert was obſti— 
nate, and would not ſay any thing to the 
Purpoſe) but ſhe had retir*d into her Cham- 
ber, 2 lock'd herſelf in, to guard her 
Money : However, the Landlord went to 
her, ſaying ; I believe there is ſome Roguery 
in the Caſe, and I will know the Truth. 

The old Gentlewoman would not anſwer 
for a great while; and, when ſhe did, ab- 
ſolutely retus'd to leave the Room, ill the 
Coach was ready to take her up for her 
Journey. The Landlord ſwore, and uſed 
all Means to draw her out, but in vain; 
till he threaten'd to break open the Door, 
and carry her by Force before a Magiſtrate, 
for raiſing ſuch Diſturbance in his Houſe. 

At length ſhe appear'd, with one Petti- 
coat tyed on and another over her Shoulders, 
with a Bundle under her Arm; in which, 
we ſuppos'd, her Money was wrapp'd : For 
by the Account we had heard, ſhe was one of 
thoſe avaricious Wretches that never think 
their Caſh ſafe out of their own Cuſtody. 

Upon 
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Upon Examination, ſhe confeſs'd what 
the Fellow had told us; that being afraid 
of being robb'd, ſhe had hir'd ohn to 
watch near her Door: And farther ſo appre- 
henſive was ſhe of loſing her Money, that 
though ſhe went to Bed, ſhe determin'd not 
to ſleep, but be upon her Guard all N ight, 
for fear of any Accident: That hearing 
ſomething trip ſoftly two or three Times by 
her Door, ſhe thought ſomebody was com- 
ing to rob her, and got up in order to call 
John to her Aſſiſtance : But, continued ſhe, 
I had no ſooner open'd my Door, than that 
Man (meaning Sambert again) catch'd hold 
of me, and would have forc'd inio my Room; 
upon which ſcream'd out, and John coming 
up, the. Fray began. 
Here the Landlord burſt out, D- your 


Money, I wiſh you would carry it to Hell, and 


not diſturb my Houſe with it. You old flingy 
B h, do you think I keep Thieves in my 
Houle? I wiſh you. may be robb'd of every 
Farthing of it, before you get to London. 
He would have ſaid more; but, as we all 
wanted a. farther Explanation, we begg'd 
him to hold his Tongue. 

Hitherto we were pretty clear in the Mat- 


ter, and now it lay upon Sambert to finiſh 


the Story, which he ſeem'd very unwilling 
to do: But the Landlord told him, if he 
did not tel] him how he came naked in the 
Gallery at that Time of the Morning, when 
every 
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every Body was in Bed, he ſhould think he 
really deſign'd to rob the Woman, and 
would have him fecur'd, till he was acquit- 
ed before a Magiſtrate. 

All this would not have prevail'd upon 
Sambert, had not La Mour and Mrs. Parrot 


interceded with him; for he was of an ob- 


ſtinate Nature, and not to be frignten'd b 
the Threats of a petty Conſtable : Beſides, 
his Experience in Riots made him deſpiſe 
theſe Sort of Officers ; for, I believe, there 
was not a Round-Houſe in London but what 
he had lodg'd in. 

With much Perſuaſion he told us, That 
before he went to Bed he had made an Ap- 
pointment with one of the Chamber-Maids, 
who had promis'd to leave the Door open 
for him to come in, when the Family were 


in Bed: But, added he, curſe on it, I could 


not find the Room, ſo trump'd about till that 


old Haradan came out, which in the Dark I 
took for the Girl; but I no ſooner touch'd her, 
than ſhe ſet up ſuch a Screaming and held me 
fo faſt, that I could not diſengage myſelf, be- 
fore that Scoundrel came up. We had a few 
Knocks together, but the Raſcal was too ſtrong 


for me, got me down, and then made uſe of 


his Stick; and if my Friend had not come in, 


I believe would have murder'd me. But the 


Raſeal has got ſomething by his Villainy, and 

J wiſh bis Neek had been ſiipt inſtead of his 

Shoulder. A 
The 


thus gave Judgment 
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The Story being clear'd, the next Conſi- 


deration was, who was to pay the Damage; 
and, after many Arguments on both Sides, 
we left it to the Landlord, who ſeem'd a 
good honeſt Fellow, and every one promis'd 
to abide by his Deciſion. 

All Parties being agreed, the Landlord 


bert to pay the Surgeon, for curing the Fel- 
low I had thrown over the Rail: For, ſaid 
he, though you did not immediately do the 
Damage, yet it was done in your Behalf ;, and, 
if it had not been done, you would have ſuf- 
fer'd much more than you have by your power- 
ful Antagoniſt, Moreover he decreed, that 
Sambert ſhould treat the whole Company with 
a Gill of mull'd Wine apiece, to prevent 
their catching cold, by being call'd out of 
Bed in that naked Condition. He then 
turn'd to the old Lady, and order'd her, 
over and above the Crown ſhe- had already 
given John, to add the farther Gift of a 


. Guinea, for faithfully obferving her Orders,. 


and being wounded in the Execution of 


them, Though the Company thought this 


but fair, the old Lady demurr'd, ſay- 
ing, Who is to pay me for the Aſſault, and. 
the Fright I bave been put into? For, not- 
withſtanding, added ſhe, you have made a 


Feſt of this Buſmeſs,, and divert yourſelves 


with your mock Judgments, I inſiſt upon it, 
and could ſafely ſwear it, that you, Fellow, 
(point- 


He order'd Sam- 
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(pointing to Sambert) intended either to ro 
or raviſh me. 

This 'freſh Accuſation of a Rape, ſet the 
whole Company into a loud Laugh ; which 
ſo provok'd the old Beldam, that ſhe ran 
out, declaring ſhe would go that Moment 
before a Juſtice, and take her Oath of it : 
Bur, inſtead of keeping her Word, ſhe 
went into her Chamber, dreſs'd herſelt, 
pack'd up her Alls; and, while we were bu. 
ſy in drinking our mull'd Wine and laugh- 
ing at her Folly, walk'd off without either 
paying her Reckoning, or taking Leave of 
any of us. The Landlord would have pur- 
ſu'd her, but I prevented him, and pay'd 
the Fellow the Guinea myſelf: For indeed 
I was weary of ſo much Noiſe and Tumult; 
and had ſhe been brought back, it would 
have produc'd as much more of it. 

It was now Six o'Clock, and I would 
have had the Women gone to reſt, but they 
refus'd it; ſaying, They had rather dreſs 
themſelves and take a Walk, which they 
did, and I attended them. As to Sambert, 
his Face was fo disfigur'd he was not fit to 
be ſeen, ſo we had him put to Bed, while 
we enjoy'd ourſelves in the freſh Air : Be- 
ſides he had occaſion'd fo many Diſorders, 
that we did not think ourſelves ſafe in his 
Company. 

Mrs. Parrot ſeem'd very much out of 


Humour as we walk'd, declar'd ſhe never 
| had 
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had been in ſuch unruly Company in her 


Life, and blam'd La Mour for bringing her 


into it; who, in her Turn, accus'd me for 
taking 'Sambert along with us: Adding, 
Though I have been acquainted with him ſome 
Time, I never knew he was ſuch an outrageous 
Creature; and, if you knew, ſaid ſhe, he was 
ſuch a Wretch, you ſhould have oppos'd his 
coming with us. All I could ſay in my De- 


fence was, that I hinted, before I engag*d him, 


that he was a riotous Companion, and was 
afraid would not enfily confine himſelf to our 
ſober Scheme, 

La Mour was willing to drop the Argu- 
ment, and admit of my Excuſe ; but Mrs. 
Parrot was quite enrag'd, and cry'd for 
Madneſs, which oceans Words between 
her and her Friend : However, I did my 
beſt to reconcile them, and we return'd 
about Ten o' Clock to. Breakfaſt, during 
which Mrs. Parrot fat very ſullen and un- 
eaſy. Tea was no ſooner done than ſhe left 
us; ſaying, ſhe would tranſact a little Bu- 
fineſs ſhe had in the Town, and get to Lon- 
don as faſt as ſhe could. 

La Mour and I were now left by our- 
ſelves, for Sambert was ſo bruis'd he could 
not get out of Bed ; but the Surgeon told 
us, if we let him reſt himſelf that Day, he 


did not doubt but he would be able the 


next to ſet out for London. 


We 
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We order'd Dinner for ourſelves, and 
ſome ſmall Broth for Sambert,. according to 
the Doctor's Direction. We waited for 
Mrs. Parrot till Three o*Clock,. before we 
ſat down to Table ; but ſhe neither- came 
nor ſent, which made La M:ur, very unea- 
fy. When Dinner was over, I went into 
the Town to enquire after her,. but could 
not get any Information, La Mour appre- 
hended ſome Accident had befallen her, and 
and was for ſending People out to find, it 
poſſible, where her Child was nurs'd; for 
though ſhe had told us it was ſomewhere 
about Canterbury, we had met with ſo much 
Confuſion at the Inn, that we had never 
alk'd her particularly where. Notwithſtand- 
ing what La Mour flid, I imputed her Ab- 
ſence to the little Squabble ſhe had met with 
in the Morning; and, being of a proud 
Spirit took the firſt Opportunity to leave our 
Company. 

We intended the next Morning to ſet off 
for Lendon; but Sambert continuing ill, we 


were oblig'd to ſtay till the Day following; 


which we were not much againſt, hoping in 
that Time to hear ſome Tidings of Mrs. 
Parrot: But we were deceiv'd, for we could 


not get any Intelligence of her——So, as 


we deſign'd, Sambert being a little better, 


we hir'd a Coach and four, and began our 


Journey. 


We 
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We were oblig'd to lie upon the Road 
that Night, and the next Day about Noon 


reached London; which gave me no ſmall 


Pleaſure, for we had been very dull all the 
Way upon the Road, partly owing to Sam- 
bert's Illneſs, and partly to La Mour's being 


vext at Mrs. Parrot's leaving us in that 


abrupt Manner: From theſe Reaſons, I ſay, 
our 1 was tedious and uncomfortable. 
Sometimes we kept Silence for above an 


Hour together; and then, perhaps, it was 


only interrupted by a Groan from Sambert, 
proceeding from the Pain of a ſudden Jolt 


the Coach gave his Bruiſes: which gave 


Riſe to a few Reflections on his Misfortunes, 
and then we dropt into our former Dulneſs. 

We were no ſooner ſet down, than Sam- 
bert order'd a Chair; ſaying, He found 
himſelf very bad, and would go home and 
ſend for his own Phyſician. 

La Mour and I having got home, began 
to reflect upon our Company, and bleſs our 
Stars no worle Conſequence attended the 
mad Behaviour of Sambert. 

The next Morning the Meſſenger I had 
ſent into the Country to releaſe poor Harry, 
came to inform me he had done in every 
Particular, as I had directed; that he had 
ſet the Man at Liberty, and given him the 
Money I order'd as a Preſent, without once 
hinting from whence it came : Though, ad- 
ded he, the poor Fellew was very defirous to 

Know 
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know his Benefaftor , and, I believe, partly 
gueſs d—- For he ſaid, I am ſure no Body, 
< but my dear young Maſter, could be fo 
„ good; and he ſhall have my Prayersito 
Heaven to bleſs and proſper him.” The 
Enlargement of Harry gave me great Con- 
tent, and encreas*'d my Opinion of La Mour, 
whoſe good Nature had furniſh'd me with 
Means to clear my Honour, which ſuffer'd 
greatly in Harry's Diſtreſs. 

I was ſo fatigu'd with my Journey, and 
the Accidents that attended it, that I never 
ſtir'd out of La Mour's Houſe for two Days. 
Being a little recover'd, | began to think of 
Sambert's Indiſpoſition, and went to ee 
him; but, by the Account the People at his 
Lodgings gave me, I found he was perfectly 
recover'd : For they let me underſtand that 
he came home two Days before, about 
two o' Clock, in a Chair, complain'd 
he was ill, and went to Bed ; that he 
lay till Six in the Evening, and then 
went out; and that they never heard of 
him ſince. 

This News gave me great Pleaſure ; for 
though he was a wild unthinking Yourh, 
he was the only Perſon I could call Friend ; 
and, as ſuch, I was concern'd for his Wel- 
fare. 

] went ſeveral Days to ſee Sambert, but 
could not find him; ſo, tir'd with the Pur- 
ſuit, J gave it over, and ſought after him 
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no more: Nor did I ſeek for any other 


Company, for La Mour's good Nature and 


agreeable Manner made Home ſo pleaſant, 


that all other Companions would only have 


interrupted the Happineſs I enjoy'd with 


her. 
Upwards of two Months I ſpent in this 


Manner; but, as the ſweeteſt Delights will. 


cloy, I then began to think of changing 
the Scene a little. I frequented the Play- 
houſe, and other publick Places, which 


cave me a better Reliſh for Home when I 


return'd: Nor was La Mour againit my 
finding out theſe Diverſions ; for indeed, to 


do her Juſtice, ſhe ſeem'd to take Pleaſure - 


in every Thing that gave me Satisfaction. 
This laſted for ſome Time; and Life 


paſt in one uninterrupted Stream of Joy. 


The publick Amuſements of the Town em- 


ploy'd the Day, and La Mour's Converſation 
compleated the Night: But as there is but 
a ſmall Partition between Pleaſures and 
Vices, I happen'd unwarily to ſtep from 


one into the other ; drawn, not by Inclina- 
tion, but Accident, into the fatai Folly. 
Coming, one rainy Night, from the Play, 


I could not get a Coach ; and, being ex- 
treamly well dreſt, ſtepp'd into a Coffee- 


Houſe for Shelter, where ſome People were 
playing at Hazard, I fat a long while as 
an idle Spectator; till at length ſomething 


like Madneſs ſeized me (for I can call it 


BY 
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no better) and I join'd the Company, with- 
out knowing one Tittle of the Game, more 
than Obſervation had taught me in thoſe 
few Minutes. I believe I had Twenty Gui- 
neas in my Pocket; which, in two Hours 
Time, I encreas'd to a Hundred and Ten, 
with which I went Home, greatly pleas'd 
with my Succeſs. 

I found La Mour very Impatient, for 
ſhe had waited Supper for me ſome Time, 
and a little out of Humour; but the bad- 
neſs of the Weather pleaded my Excuſe, 
and brought her into Fen | 


CHAP: Xx: 
J grow fond of Gaming. — La Mour's Re- 


ſentment at my Neglect of her, and the 
ftrange Accident that occaſion'd our Parting” 


1 the Pleaſure J had late- 
ly found at Home in La Mour's Com- 
pany, this new-gain'd Money now turn'd 
Al my Thoughts towards this Coffee-Houſe. 
I was never eaſy but when I was in it, fo 
eager was I to encreaſe my 'Stock, A 
thouſand Whimſies came into my Head of 
getting enough to purchaſe an Eſtate, and 
living independent of Favour from either 
Man or Woman. I was ſucceſsful for Half 
a Year, and ſeldom came from Play without 


adding ſome ſmall Matter to my Stock 
I had 
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I had now upwards of Five Hundred 


Pounds and began to think I was tos much 
confin'd by my Intimacy with La Mour; 


that my conſtant Attendance upon her was 


an Impediment to my Fortune; vainly think- 
ing, had I more Hours of Play, the ſooner 
would my Fortune be eſtabliſn'd. 
Poſſeſs'd with this Opinion, I ſoon began 
to ſlack my Attendance upon La Mour, of- 
ten fail'd coming Home to Dinner, and 


| ſometimes ſtay'd out all Night; which 


threw her into a Jealouſy, that rais'd great 
Diſputes between us. In ſhort a little time 
ſo alter'd us, that inſtead of paſſing whole 
Days together in tender Diſcourſes of our 
Affections for each other, we now ſeldom 
ſat an Hour together without wrangling, 
and never parted but in Paſſion. 

La Mour was of a haughty Temper, and 
could not bear my Indifference, but pro- 
pos'd a Separation; ſaying, I fancy, Sir, 
your Complaiſance to me, is an Interruption to 


your Pleaſures ; and therefore another Apart- 


ment, I believe, would be more convenient and 
agreeable to you. I was ſurpriz'd at what 
ſhe ſaid, and declar'd my Affection to her 
was the ſame now as ever ; as indeed it was, 
but the curs'd Itch 1 had to Play ſo divided 
my Time, that La Mour could not be 


blam'd for ſuſpecting an Alteration in my 
Inclinations. A little Perſuaſioa brought 
her to Temper, and ſhe promis'd to think 


no 
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no more of parting with me, if I would tell 
her, upon my Oath, what Company could 
keep me of late ſo much out of her's. This 
was a hard Taſk; for as I never let her 
know my new Paſſion for Gaming, nor my 
Succeſs at it, I did not care to diſcover it 
now, leſt ſhe ſhould be angry at my con- 
cealing any Thing from her, that I thought 
ſo much to my Advantage. 

I told her no particular Perſon engag'd 
me, but a general Liking to the Diverſions 
of the Town drew me various Ways, and 
Mill afforded ſome freſh Pleaſure that en- 
gag d my Attention; adding by all the 
ſolemn Proteſtations I could think of, that 
no Woman was in the Caſe ; that ſhe was 
the only Object of Delight that Way; and 
that I ſhould never look for Pleaſure from 
any other Woman, while her Love conti- 
nued. 

I had no ſooner made this Oath, than 
La Mour's good Humour return'd to its 
uſual Pitch ; and, for two or three Days, 
we were as good Company as ever. I ſtay'd 
at Home, as I had formerly done, but with 
great Reluctance; for I thought every Mo- 
ment an Age till I got to the Box and Dice, 
ſo much was I attach'd to a Vice which all 
the World hold to be the moſt detrimental 
to Society, Morals, Health and Fortune; 
yet ſo bewitching, that few have Reſolution 
enough to withſtand its Faſcination. 


I now 
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T now began to fall into my old Way 
again———l ſpent whole Days with my 
gaming Companions, which immediately 
drew on La Mour's Jealouſy. This renew'd 
our Diſputes; which ran ſo high, that there 
were but ſmall Hopes of our continuin 
long together: Nor was I much concern*d 
at it, for Avarice had now the Aſcendant 
over me, and I would have ſacrific'd all the 
Pleaſures Woman could give to that one 
Paſſion, 

Our perpetual Wranglings, I fay, would 
ſoon have brought about a Separation, but 
an Accident happen'd, juſt at this critical 
Time, that divided us in a much gentler 
Manner than Quarelling would have done. 

This Accident-I ſpeak of I did not at that 
Time righly underſtand ; therefore ſhall re- 
late it juſt as it happen'd, leaving my Read- 
ers for the preſent as much in the Dark, as 
I was then- myſelf. 

One Day when I was at Dinner with La 
Mour, her Temper a little rufff'd by ſome 
of my late Excurſions, we were alarm'd 
with a ſudden loud Rapping at the Door ; 
which was no ſooner open'd, than a great 
luſty Foreigner in a fine Livery demanded 
to ſpeak with La Mour, He ſpoke ſo 
loud, and in ſuch a horrid broken Phraſe, 
that we both overheard him. La Mour 


immediately jump'd up, and run into the 


Entry to meet him, She ſoon return'd with 
FH 2 a Let- 
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a Letter in her Hand; which ſhe perus'd 


with great Haſte, and with uncommon 


Confuſion. 

I could not help letting her ſee I took 
Notice of her Diſorder, by aſking what ex- 
.traordinary Account the Letter contain'd, 
that could give her ſuch ſudden Emotions, 
She redden'd up; and, after a little Pauſe, 
ſaid, Every Thing, I think happens unlucky 
o me. I don't know how to bear this unex- 
pected Accident. I begg'd her to les me know 
it; but ſhe refus'd, ſaying, Dear Jaſper, 
don't preſs me now ; but, if you'll come Home 
early in the Evening, I ſhall have collected my- 
ſelf enough by that time to let you into the 
whole Aﬀair. 

I ſtill perſiſted in knowing, but ſhe till 


thun'd an Explanation ; declaring ſhe would 


conceal it for ever, if I did not comply with 
her Requeſt of giving over all Enquiries for 
the preſent, and patiently wait *till the Even- 
ing, when ſhe promis'd a full Detail of the 
Buſineſs. | 

IT went out, but very much ſurprized 
and diſſatisfied with La Mour's Behaviour, 
] did not know what to think. I rack'd 


my Imagination to find ſome Cauſe, but all 
in vain; the more I thought, the more I 

was perplex'd. | 
] went to the Coffee-Houſe, where my 
old Companions ſoon made me join in their 
Diverſion, which a little eas'd my Mind; 
but 


ill 
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but ever and anon La Mour was uppermoſt 
in my Thoughts, and I made ſeveral heed- 
leſs Stakes, by thinking of what had hap- 
pen'd at Home. Finding my Succeſs not 
equal to what it had uſually been (tho' I 
was ſomething a Winner to) I left off Play, 
and took a ſolitary Turn in the Park, to 
conſider of my preſent Condition, and 
judge, if poſſible, of La Meur's Behaviour, 
that I might be the better provided for the 
Evening, when the whole Affair was to be 
unravell'd. | 

While I was wrapp'd in theſe Meditati- 
tions, the Night came on me unperceiv'd 
and, when I Jook'd at my Watch, found 
it was Nine o'Clock. I was then about the 
Middle of Conſtitution-Hill, and turn'd back 
with deſign to make the beſt of my Way 
out at St. Jame's-Gate , and go to La 
Mour's as faſt as poſſible. | 

But juſt as I came oppoſite to the Stables 
belonging to Buckingham-Houſe, I heard a 
female Voice, ſay; O dear Sir, let me alone; 
upon my Werd you are miſtaken. Immediate- 
ly I heard a Reply, in a threatening Tone; 


ſay ; No, you Devil, I will know the Truth, 


or your Heart*s Blood ſhall anſwer it: Upon 
which a violent Screme enſu'd. I made no 
farther Heſitation, but drew my Sword, 
and ran towards the Place from whence the 
Noiſe came. At my Approach, a Woman 
with her Cap off, her Hair flowing looſe, 
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and in great Diſorder, flew into my Arms, 
and fainted away. While I was ſupporting 
her, I perceiv'd, by the faint Light the Stars 
gave, a Man running towards the Gate 
that opens into the High-Road, I calPd to 
ftop him, but was too far off to make any 
Body hear, ſo he paſs'd the Guard unmo- 
leſted. 

The Woman, inſtead of recovering fell 
into ſtronger Fits than at firſt, I us'd all 
my Skill to bring her to her Senſes, but 
without any Succeſs, for ſhe ſeem'd like a 
dead Corps in my Arms. While I was in 
this Dilemma, I heard the Tread of Feet 
going up the Hill, and call'd out for Aſſiſt- 
ance. Preſently a Soldier came up; and 
before he had quite got to me, baul'd out, 
What have you done, Squire; has the 
B——h confeſsd ? —— This Queſtion 
alarm'd me, that ſome Villainy was a Foot; 
and I ſnatch'd my Sword, which in ſaving 
the Woman, I had dropp'd upon the Ground. 


and ſtood upon my Defence; letting my 


Burden, dead as ſhe ſeem'd, fall upon the 
Grafs. ok 

The Soldier not finding the Perſon he 
expected, and ſeeing me arm'd to attack 
him, took to his Heels and ran towards 
the Mall. This Flight convinced me ſome 
Roguery was intended, which my coming 


by had prevented ; fo I &en purſu'd the Fel- 


low, in Hopes to ſecure him and clear up 
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the Myſtery. I call'd out to the Centry 
at the Stable Yard ; who, ſo far from re- 
garding me, let the Soldier flip, and laid 


hold of me, for 'making a Noiſe at that 
Time of Night (for it was now paſt Ten) 


and alarming the Guard. 

His Threats did not in the leaſt terrify 
me, but I was concern'd for the poor Wo- 
man I had left ſenſeleſs on the Graſs, 1 
begg'd the Guard to get ſome of the Sol- 


diers to go with me, and help her to ſome 


Place where ſhe might have Relief ; but he 
anſwer' d in a ſurly Manner, He could not 
{tir from his Poſt, but would ſecure me 


me give an Account of myſelf. 
This Accident gave me great Uneaſineſs; 
firſt, becauſe I knew I ſhould be too late 


for Supper with La Mour; next, leſt the 


Woman I had left chould die, and I be 
brought into Trouble upon her Account, 


=” I was the Jaſt Perſon ſeen with her, and 
was caught running in that uncommon 


Manner with my Sword drawn. Theſe 
Circumſtances, thought I, if any Miſchief 
ſhould happen while I am detain'd, may 


give Suſpicions of my being concern'd | 


in it. 


J had not reflected long upon this Occa- 


ſion before the Serjeant came up, to relieve 


the Guard; to whom ] told my Story, juſt 
as it happen'd, without omitting the leaſt 
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152 The Hiſtory of 
Circumſtance, When I had done, he told 
me, He would ſend ſome Men with me, 
in Search of the Woman ; but, as the Cen- 
try had ſtopt me with a drawn Weapon in 
the Park; he could not anſwer letting me 
go, till I had been before the Officer upon 
Duty : Adding, Thar if I then appear'd 


innocent of any bad Deſign, and my Story 


was as I had told it, it was in his Power to 
diſcharge me. 

Accordingly he put me in Cuſtody . of 
fix Men, with Orders to attend me to the 
Place where I had left the Woman, When 
we came, we found her much in the ſame 
Poſture ſhe was when I purſu'd the Sol- 
dier; though, I believe, ſhe had been ſtrug- 
oling to riſe, but was incapable. When 
we ſpoke to her, ſhe juſt mov'd her Head 
and lifted up her Eyes, but could not 
fpeak. I deſir'd the Soldiers to aſſiſt me to 


carry her to the Guard-Room, which Office 


they did not ſeem very fond of ; but, upon 
promiſing them a handſome Reward, two 
of them took her up, and we made the 
beſt of our Way to St. James's. 

Here we ſat her down, and got her 
ſome Water; alittle of which, with great 
Dificulty, we made her ſwallow . But ſhe 
was ſtill mute, and all the Hopes we had 
of her Recovery, was from her ſtaring wildly 
about, and a few Tears falling from her 
Eyes. She was in this Condition, ag 
| . the 
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tlie Officer came to examine into the Mat- 


ter. 
The Soldier firſt related how he took 


me; which though a rough Fellow, he told 
with great Truth and Honeſty, without ei- 
ther extenuating or aggravating the Story. 
I acknowledg'd all the Fellow ſaid, and 
then gave a full Detail of my Part of the 
Adventure. | | 

The Officer heard all with great Atten- 
tion; and, when TI had done, ſaid, bat 
Pity it is you could not ſecure that Soldier you 
mentiond ? He could have clear'd up the Myſl- 
tery at once; for, I durſt ſay, ſome Mi/chief 
was in ended: Adding in a very complaiſant 
Manner, Though vour Appearance, Sir, dowt 
give me the leaſt Suſpicion that you are concern d 
in it; yet I hope you won't think [ treat you un- 
like a Gentleman, if I deſire you to ſtay till 
this Lady comes to herſelf : For fince the two 
Men are eſcap'd ſhe only can let us into the” 
Truth, and juſtify your honourable Defence 
of her. | 
By this Time a Surgeon the Officer had 
ſent for, had bled the Lady, and he gave 
us Hopes a few Hours would recover her: 


But what an uneaſy Situation was I in all 


this while? confin'd irom my Miſtreſs, at 
the very Time {ome important matter was 
to have been reveal'd me; that, for aught 
I knew, concern'd my Love and Fortune. 


H 5 To 
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To avoid being tedious, I won't dwell 


too much upon Particulars ; but only ſay, 


that it was almoft Four o'Clock in the Mor- 
ning before we could recover the Lady. 
The Moment I thought her capable of 
ſpeaking, I aſk'd her, before all the People 

tent, whether ſhe knew me, She ſaid, 
No. The Officer then enquir'd, whether 
I was the Perſon any ways concern'd in uſin 
of her ill in the Park, She ſtill reply'd in 
the Negative; adding, That She knew too 
well the Man that mifus'd her, and would 
bring him to Juſtice. | 
The Officer, I found, was willing to 
know all the Particulars of her Story ; and, 
at another Time, I ſhould have lik'd it ve- 
Ty well myſelf, but I was ſo vex'd with 
being detain'd from my Appointment with 
La Mour ,. that ſoon as the Officer was ſa- 
tisfied of my Innocence and thought proper 
to diſcharge me, I ran away, without any 
Regard to the Woman or her Misfortunes ; 
but curs'd them both, for the unſeaſonable 
Trouble they had given me. 

I went to Za Mour's, fondly thinking, 


| though it might put her in a Paſtion, ſhe 


would not go to Bed and ſhut me out; but 
ive me Admittance, if it was only to rate 
me for my Neglect. Here too I was de- 
ceiv'd; for notwithſtanding I knock'd near 
Half an Hour, I could not make any one 
anſwer : From whence I concluded, (for I 
was 


Jaſper Banks. 135 


| was certain they muſt hear me) this 


was done by her particular Order ; fol 


went to a Bagnio and reſted myſelf for two- - 


or three Hours, and then return'd. 


J had no ſooner knock'd at the Door, 8 


than I was met by La Mour's Chamber- 
Maid; who, inſtead of conducting me uP 
Stairs as uſual, put a Letter into my Hand, 
defir'd I would read it directly, bid me fare- 
wel, and ſhut the Door, I had not Pati- 


ence to go many Yards before I open'd and 


read my Epiſtle, and found it as follows : 


„„ 


1 H E Relations I have often talk'd 


„% 1 to you of, are juſt arriv'd from 
“ France, and are now in my Houſe, where 
6 it will not be conſiſtent with my Reputa- 


* tion, nor your Love, to appear 'till they - 


are gone; which, perhaps, may be ſome 


and thought it would prove the greate 


« Months. Their coming I once dreadets : 


« Misfortune that could befal me, as it 
„would oblige me to part with the only 
Object that can make me happy; but 


your late Behaviour has convinc'd me, 


that what I thought an Interruption to 


*© my Pleafures, will prove a Balm to my 


* Affliftions, by forcing me in a Moment 
to tear that dear faiſe Man from me, 


* which a tender and irreſolute Lover would 
have been Years in compaſſing. As I 
| could 


156 The Hiſtory of 

« could not keep your Heart, I can never 
hope to regain it; and can only beg, in 
e the Name of Gratitude, that you will 
& neither come nor ſend to my Houſe, 
c without Notice from me. As I ſhall be 
« always joyful to hear of your Succeſs, 
& leave a Direction where you go with Mr. 
« Hart, your Taylor, (with whom I have 
« left all yourMoveables) and whenever any 
« Thing happens in my Power to do you 
« Service, you may be ſure to hear of 
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« Your neglected Friend, 
« La Movur.” 


*Tis eaſy to imagine how much this Let- 
ter ſurpriz'd me. I read it over and over 
again, and could ſcarce believe what I ſaw; 
for La Mour had always expreſs'd ſuch ex- 
travagant Love for me, that it appear'd to 
me impoſſible for her to leave me with ſo 
little Ceremony. I knew her paſſionate and 
haughty, but never thought her reſolute. 

Sometimes I reſolv'd to return, and clear 
myſelf of the Neglect ſhe accus'd me of: 
But then again I conſider'd what great Ob- 
ligations I had to her; and, if her Friends 
were really, as ſhe ſaid, in her Houſe, what 
a baſe Return I ſhould make for all her 
Kindneſs, to appear to the Injury of her Re- 

| putation, 
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putation, where ſhe had ſo ſtrictly warn'd 
me not to be ſeen ? 

At length I reſolv'd to obey her Com- 
mands, and not run the Hazard of preju- 
dicing her by an untimely Viſit; but go 
directly to Mr. Hart, as ſhe had directed, 
whom ſhe undoubtedly had truſted with the 
Affair, and from whom I might poſlibly get 
ſome Inſtructions how to proceed. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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